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Editorial
Welcome to this, the seventh issue of Time On.
The role of the NSW Australian Football History Society is to research, gather, document, catalogue and arrange for the
safe keeping of objects and items of significant interest to the history of Australian Football in NSW and most particularly
in Sydney. It disseminates information about the history of the game in this state as widely as possible.
One of the ways we share information about items in the collection is through stories and articles published on our
website. This journal is a way of distributing these articles more widely to our members.
2019 saw the announcement of the Greatest NSW Team of all time. Details of this team make up the first section of
this year’s Time On. The remaining articles are arranged in nine sections. The first looks at some very famous NSW
footballing families; the Quades, Carrolls, Danihers and Strangs. The next brief section ponders H C A Harrison’s role as
father of the game. Articles on football in Bowral, Goulburn and Newcastle before the start of competitions there
comprise another section, followed by some interesting details about NSW at the 1947 Football Carnival in Hobart. The
sixth section looks at visits from interstate teams to play matches in Sydney. A section covers various aspects of the
way the game has been organised in Sydney and an interesting few articles about the history of football at the University
of Sydney follow. The issue is rounded out with a piece on the role John Leber played for the game in NSW and a book
review section.
The articles in this issue of Time On were written by Ian Granland, the President of the Society and Dr Rod Gillett, the
Vice-President. Please enjoy them.
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2019: Announcement of the “Greatest Ever
Players from NSW”
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Best NSW Team Ever Announced in May 2019
The player regarded by many as the best player to ever play the game, Wayne Carey, was named as captain of the
Greatest NSW Team at the Carbine Club of NSW annual AFL Lunch on 9 May 2019.
“The King” captained North Melbourne to two premierships in the 1990s, was selected in seven All Australian
teams and was named captain four times. He won four best and fairest awards at North Melbourne and was leading
goal-kicker five times. He captained the club from 1993 to 2001. Carey played in the NSW team that beat Victoria
at the SCG in 1990 and led a NSW/ACT team against Victoria at the MCG in 1993. He began his football journey at
North Wagga and strongly identifies with that club where his brother and nephews played. His boy-hood hero was
the illustrious North Wagga captain-coach Laurie Pendrick.
The selection of the NSW Greatest Team was jointly sponsored by the NSW Australian Football History Society and
the AFL NSW/ACT.
A panel of experts was assembled to undertake the extraordinarily challenging exercise. Senior selectors were
Mike Sheahan and Gerard Healy supported by NSW Australian Football Society executive members Ian Granland
and Rod Gillett and society member and author Miles Wilks. AFL NSW/ACT CEO Sam Graham and AFL
Commissioner Gabrielle Trainor represented the AFL. The panel was chaired by former Sydney Swans chairman
and inaugural NSW/ACT AFL chairman, Richard Colless, who is the AFL convenor for the Carbine Club of NSW.
Since 1897 nearly 500 NSW players have played senior football in the VFL/AFL and a smaller number in the SANFL
and WAFL.
NSW players have won seven Brownlow Medals, five Magarey Medals, and three Sandover Medals.
There have been various attempts to select teams that represent part of NSW, e.g. Southern NSW/ACT, Riverina
and Sydney teams. And there have also been a number of teams selected by historians and supporters that have
been posted on the internet. There has however, never been an official NSW team that embraces the game’s 140year history and includes every part of the State in which the indigenous game has been played. One of the issues
is that there has never been a natural senior competition in NSW. Broken Hill, Sydney, and various Southern NSW
and Riverina Leagues have at one stage or another been ascendant.
Nonetheless the game has a very rich history in NSW and the selection of the Greatest Team represents a major
celebration for Australian Football in this state.
The two primary attributes for selection were longevity and on-field excellence. · Three selection methodologies
were applied: ·
•

A rating system: Where various achievements in a player’s career attract a certain amount of points.
Because of significant changes to the game, e.g. number of home and away games played in a
season/cessation of state games/differences in standards between the various senior competitions
throughout the country, this is certainly not a perfect tool but if those differences are factored in it can
be highly effective. The limited availability of Club best and fairest information from the early years was
also a major impediment.

•

Eyewitness accounts: This primarily derives from the number of games that in some way Mike Sheahan
and Gerard Healy have participated in/watched/commented about.

•

Third-party commentary: Where peers/teammates/commentators input has been sought on specific
players or where significant research has been undertaken in newspapers and journals, many going back
over 100 years.
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Some of the biggest names in the AFL system were consulted on all manner of matters. · The team was picked with
players placed in realistic positions. And the team had to be balanced. · The rules regarding eligibility to play for
NSW under State of Origin rules apply. · A minimum threshold of 100 games in VFL/AFL, SANFL, and/or WAFL.
There was no conscious effort or direction to ensure that players represent evenly all parts of NSW or across all
eras.

The team is:

Backs:
Ross Henwood (North Albury), Leo Barry (Deniliquin), Chris Lethbridge (Sydney YMCA)
Half-Backs:
Jarrad McVeigh (Pennant Hills), Gordon Strang (Albury), Dennis Carroll (Lockhart)
Centres:
Shane Crawford (Finley), Lenny Hayes (Pennant Hills), Neil Davies (Central Broken Hill)
Half-Forwards:
Terry Daniher [vice-capt] (Ungarie), Wayne Carey [capt] (North Wagga), Luke Bruest (Temora)
Forwards:
John Longmire (Corowa), Bill Mohr (Wagga Tigers), Paul Kelly [vice-capt] (Wagga Tigers)
Rucks:
Bruce McGregor (West Broken Hill), Brett Kirk (North Albury), Haydn Bunton (Albury)
Interchange:
Mark McClure (East Sydney), Isaac Smith (Cootamundra), Kieran Jack (Pennant Hills), Tom Hawkins
(Finley)
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The Make-Up of the NSW’s Greatest Team Ever
When Jack Fleming made his debut for South Melbourne in the newly-formed VFL in 1897 he became the first
player from NSW to play at what was to become, the highest-level. Fleming was born in Inverell in northern NSW
but went to South Melbourne from the South Broken Hill club.
Nick Blakey aged 18 and fresh out of Waverly College in Sydney’s eastern
suburbs, became the 453rd player from NSW to play VFL/AFL football
when he debuted for the Sydney Swans against the Western Bulldogs in
round one of the 2019 season. He continued the rich tradition of players
from NSW playing at the highest level that had begun with Jack Fleming
122 years ago.
The list of NSW’s Greatest Players provided the basis for the selection of
the NSW Greatest Team Ever at the Carbine Club’s function in May this
year.
Initially, a list of 423 players was provided by the AFL. Former Sydney
Swans and inaugural NSW/ACT AFL Commission chairman Richard Colless,
Nick Blakey
the convener of the selection panel for the NSW Greatest Team, was
convinced that there were more players than this and asked the NSW
Australian Football History Society representatives on the panel, Ian Granland and Rod Gillett, to investigate.
Between them they boosted the number on the list to 453.
Using his geographical and football knowledge of southern NSW particularly along the border region, Gillett was
able to add a substantial number to the list that had been overlooked by the AFL’s historians.
This included the likes of former Carlton and Richmond ruckman David Honybun from Coleambly who was
recruited by the Blues from Scotch College, ex-St Kilda defender Jon Lilley (Hay) who went to Xavier College, dual
Richmond premiership rover Bill Brown also from Hay who went to work for the State Savings Bank in Melbourne,
as well as Damian Sexton (St Kilda) from Finley who was recruited from Ovens and Murray league club,
Yarrawonga.
A gem of a find was the late Sir Doug Nichols, who grew up and played football at the Cummeragunja aboriginal
mission on the NSW side of the Murray River opposite Barmah, near Echuca. Sir Doug played for the mission in the
district competition before making his mark with Fitzroy in the VFL. Ironically, he played for Victoria against NSW
in the 1933 ANFC Carnival in Sydney.
They also came up with the names of some outstanding SANFL players that had originally been recruited from
Broken Hill. Two of these players, West Adelaide’s Bruce McGregor and Neil Davies from Glenelg, were
subsequently selected in the Greatest Team. Both captained South Australia in interstate matches and were
selected in ANFC All-Australian teams.
Broken Hill has been a rich source of players for both the VFL and the SANFL competitions. Forty-eight players on
the list came from Broken Hill’s four clubs: Norths (13), Centrals (9), Souths (11), and Wests (15).
The Albury Football Club provided the most number of players on the list with 49 including five from the Strang
family starting with Bill Strang (South Melbourne) in 1904, his three sons Doug (Richmond), Gordon (Richmond)
and Alan (South Melbourne) and Doug’s son Geoff, who played in Richmond’s 1967 and 1969 premiership sides.
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Rival Ovens & Murray League club Corowa, that merged with Rutherglen for the 1979 season, provided twenty
players including current Sydney Swans coach John Longmire (North Melbourne), 1975 North Melbourne
premiership star Peter Chisnall and Swans 2005 premiership player Ben Matthews.
The Sydney clubs have supplied 106 players on the list with Eastern Suburbs providing the highest number with
twenty-four, the most notable being Carlton champion Mark “Sellers” McClure; Newtown with eleven including
Footscray’s 1954 premiership player Roger Duffy, ten from North Shore, nine from Pennant Hills which included
the former St Kilda champion Lenny Hayes.
The Riverina was also a fertile area for the list. The highest number of players came from the Wagga Tigers which
provided 20 players including 1995 Brownlow medalist Paul Kelly (Swans), the sublimely skilled John Pitura (South
Melbourne/Richmond), and the NSW Greatest Team full forward, Bill Mohr (St Kilda) who topped the VFL goalkicking in 1936 with 101 goals.
Leeton (12), Ganmain (10) and Narranderra (9) also supplied high numbers of players for the list.
South Melbourne/Sydney Swans have been the main beneficiary of players from NSW. One hundred and
seventeen players have turned out for the Swans since 1897.
Under zoning by the VFL of Victorian Country/Southern NSW from 1967-1986 the Riverina was allocated to South
Melbourne. In this period Rick Quade (Ariah Park-Mirrool), Doug Priest (Holbrook), Ross Elwin (Leeton), Colin
Hounsell (Collingullie), Brett Scott (The Rock-Yerong Creek), Paul Hawke (Wagga Tigers), Dennis Carroll (Lockhart)
and Jim Prentice (Ariah Park-Mirrool) were recruited from the Swans’ zone.
When the club moved to Sydney in 1982, the number of players from the local competition increased. This included
Terry Thripp (Pennant Hills), Lewis Roberts-Thomson (North Shore), Nick Davis (St George), Kieran Jack (Pennant
Hills), Arthur Chilcott (Western Suburbs), and Neil Brunton (Holroyd-Parramatta) and many more.
The Greater Western Sydney Giants have also recruited a number of players from NSW since their entry into the
AFL in 2012. Their number of players from NSW now stands at nineteen following the debut of Penrith local and
national decathlon champion, Jake Stein in round 12 2019 and Zach Sproule Albury Tigers) in round 22 last year.
Sproule became the 455th player from NSW to play in the VFL/AFL. The list was boosted to over 500 recognising
those from Sydney and the bush that didn’t go to the big leagues and the players from Broken Hill who represented
the SANFL.
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Famous footballing families of NSW

Time On 2019
9

Quade Quadrella from Ariah Park-Mirrool
Pat Quade was rated the best player from NSW country never to go to the big
time according a feature article in the AFL Record of 18 May 2018.
“I can remember five VFL clubs – North Melbourne, Carlton, Richmond, St Kilda
and Melbourne – were after Pat,” his brother Rick Quade, who was born 14
years after Pat, told the AFL Record ; “When someone from a VFL club came to
the house, he’d disappear down the paddock and do some tractor driving. He
bought his first farm out at Tallimba when he was pretty young, only 23 or 24,
and that was his great love, apart from his family.

Pat Quade

Pat was the sixth-born of the 15 Quade siblings (there were nine boys and six
girls) born to Leo and Mary Quade who had moved to the area to take up land
selection from down on the border.

Pat and his older brother Tom and younger brothers Mick and Rick are on the NSW Greatest Team list. They were
all from the Ariah Park-Mirrool (APM) Football Club in the South West District Football League. Both Tom and Mick
played at North Melbourne while Rick went to South Melbourne.
Tom played just three games over 1957-58 due to a persistent knee injury. He returned to be captain-coach of
APM for the 1959 season but was unable to play due to the persistent injury. After a few games the following
season Tom was forced to retire. Prior to going to North Melbourne, Tom played in APM’s 1954 and 1955
premiership teams. A tall athletic man, Tom had an epic battle in the ruck against Ganmain captain-coach Mick
Grambeau (ex-North Melbourne) in the “rough and tough grand final of 1956” won by Ganmain
Pat played alongside his brother Tom in the 1954-55 premiership teams and then went on to carve out an illustrious
career with the Brown Bombers. He won six club best and fairest awards in succession from 1956-61. He also
played in the 1962 premiership team along with another brother John, under Johnny Hawke, the father of former
Swans and Collingwood star Paul Hawke.
“Pat certainly wasn’t tall compared to the other ruckmen, but he had a terrific
leap, was a very good mark for his size, and he was very strong,” Rick Quade told
the AFL Record. “He was a strong bugger, I know that. Some of the things I used
to see him doing on the farm. Bloody hell, he was terribly strong”.
During a career of more than 200 senior games from 1954 until 1965, Pat also
represented the South West League against the Ovens and Murray, the Farrer
league, the Sydney league, North Melbourne, Collingwood, Geelong, South
Melbourne, and Carlton.
Mick went to North Melbourne in 1966 and played 16 games and kicked nine
goals until 1968. His VFL career was plagued by a nagging thigh injury. He
returned to Ariah Park but he too was forced to retire prematurely in 1971.
He was described as “a beautifully built big man who possessed all the skills”.

Pat Quade marking ……

He played his first senior match for APM in 1962 while home from school on holidays. All the boys except Pat went
to boarding school at St Pat’s College Goulburn. According to Rick, Pat never wanted to leave the farm.
His first full season was in 1965 when he won the club’s best and fairest award. Playing at full-forward in the
preliminary final he booted 9-3 but, on that occasion, APM was overpowered by Griffith.
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Rick Quade has done almost everything at the Swans – player, captain, coach, selector, and board member. He
went to South Melbourne under country zoning rules in 1970 to play under legendary coach Norm Smith.
Norm Smith made numerous visits to the family farm to entice Rick to go to South. He developed a strong rapport
with Rick’s father Leo and undertook to look after young Rick. The coach and the recruit developed such a strong
relationship that Rick became a regular guest at the family home in Northcote, as well as at the coach’s beach
house at Rosebud. Highly regarded by the Smith family, Rick along with Norm and Marj’s son Peter, plus “adopted
son” Ron Barassi, and another country boy, Ross Dillon from Kyabram, who went to play for Melbourne in 1966,
were pall-bearers at Norm’s funeral in 1973.
Rick played his first senior game for APM aged 16 in 1967 after returning home to the farm from boarding school
in Goulburn. He had an immediate impact by finishing runner-up best and fairest and was the club leading
goalkicker with 49 goals.
The following season Rick established himself as a star in the competition booting his 100th goal for the season in
the grand final against Griffith who were led by Ron O’Neill the league’s leading goalkicking with 114 goals and led
the Swans to a 24-point victory over the Brown Bombers. Rick also won the club’s best and fairest award that
season. In 1969 aged 18, Rick kicked a competition record 131 goals but APM slipped to 7th. He again won the
club best and fairest award.
He was finally enticed to South Melbourne the next season, but badly injured his knee on debut and missed the
rest of the season including the Swans’ first final appearance since the Bloodbath Grand Final of 1945. After four
more seasons in the VFL, Rick returned to APM as playing coach in 1975 along with team-mate and friend Jim
Prentice as assistant coach; Jimmy had played 60 games for South from 1971-75. In an exciting run the Brown
Bombers surged into the finals and beat Griffith by 2 points in the first semi-final but went down to runner-up
Turvey Park in the preliminary final.
In 1976 Rick returned to South Melbourne to play under new coach triple
Brownlow medalist Ian Stewart. He had an outstanding season playing as a
ruck-rover and won the club best and fairest award. The following season Rick
was appointed captain and led the Swans into the finals only to be beaten by
Richmond in the elimination final at VFL Park, Waverly. Rick also represented
Victoria that season against Tasmania and scored eleven votes in the Brownlow
Medal.
Rick retired in 1980 after having played 164 games and kicked 111 goals. He
won the Cazaly award in his final season for the Most Courageous Player in the
VFL.
The following season he assisted Ian Stewart as a specialist coach.
Rick Quade
He was appointed coach of the club for the 1982 season and spearheaded the
Swans entry into Sydney when they played their home games at the SCG. A major highlight was the Swans victory
in the nation-wide Escort Cup played at night under lights during the week.
Rick stood down as coach in mid-1984 for health reasons.
He was chairman of selectors from 1989-1993. He then became a board member from 1995-2009 and oversaw
the club’s rise leading to the first premiership win for seventy-two years in 2005. Rick is now a member of the
club’s Hall of Fame committee.
“He was a fearless leader and mixed pure talent with raw aggression to gain the respect of his team-mates as well
as the opposition” according to a profile by David “The Sandman” Oehm in the Riverina AFL Record (2003).
Rick was selected in the final squad for the NSW Greatest Team named at the Carbine Club function in May this
year.
Tom, Pat, Mick and Rick were all named in Ariah Park Mirrool Football Club’s Best Ever Team
Time On 2019
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Carrolls and Ganmain are linked like Kelloggs and Cornflakes
Former Sydney Swans captain and Team of the Century member Dennis Carroll
was selected on a half-back flank in the NSW Greatest Team. He was one of five
Carrolls on the NSW Greatest List who played VFL/AFL.
His father Laurie, better known as Dooley, played eleven games at St Kilda from
1948-49.
His uncle Tom, who was nicknamed “Turkey Tom” by the late Lou Richards on
account of running a rafter of turkeys on the family farm, won a Coleman medal
playing for Carlton in 1961.
Another “uncle”, Jim “Wimpy” Carroll, played two games and kicked two goals
for Carlton in the period 1961-62.

Dennis Carroll

His cousin, Wayne, aka “Christmas”, played at South Melbourne/Sydney Swans
from 1980-85 playing 56 games and kicking 57 goals. He won the VFL Mark of
the Year award in 1984.

The Carrolls originally hail from Ganmain situated between Wagga and Narrandera in the Riverina where members of
the family have farmed since “Grandpa” Larry Carroll and his wife and nine children took up land selection in the district
in the early 1900s.
The Carrolls all came together on the one day when they took on the Rest of Ganmain to raise funds for the swimming
pool on 6 October 1968. The senior team consisted of twenty Carrolls plus an emergency. “Dooley” and Tom were
selected together in the first ruck. Their brothers Joe, Bill, Tony, Brian (aka Mickey) and Kevin were also in the team.
“Wimpy” came out of retirement to play.
The coach was the Catholic Bishop of Wagga Francis Carroll, known as “Father Frank”, who at 38 years of age was then
the youngest bishop in Australia. He was named on the half-forward flank but only played a cameo role in the game.
In the schoolboys team were Dennis and his brothers Chris, Stephen, Colin and Scott, along with many cousins which
included Wayne and Greg!
“It was my first game of football. I was so excited to play. I was seven years of age at the time”, Dennis recalled. “I
couldn’t believe I had so many uncles and cousins”. Like all the Carrolls, Dennis has had various nicknames bestowed
upon him, including “Boofy”, “DC” and “Dan”, and at one stage “Washington” but the one that has stuck is DC.
“DC” went to South Melbourne under zoning in 1981 and played 219 games and booted 117 goals. He started as a
winger but later developed into a fine defender. Dennis was Swans captain from 1986-92 when he retired. He later
coached the Reserves to a grand final in 1995 only to be beaten by North Melbourne under Rodney Eade. Dennis
played in the original NSW State of Origin team at the Bicentennial carnival in Adelaide in 1988 when he was vicecaptain to Terry Daniher. He also played three games for Victoria between 1984-86. He is now employed as Head of
People Development at the Sydney Swans Football Club.
His father, Laurie, played in seven premierships for Ganmain (1946, 1947, 1950, 1951, 1953, 1956 and 1957). He was
captain-coach of the victorious 1951 team that had an epic win over Whitton by five points when Keith “Swampy”
Gumbleton (father of North Melbourne premiership defender Frank Gumbleton) kicked the winning goal in the dying
moments of the game. “Dooley” was regarded as one of, if not the best, high mark in the South West League” (Wagga
Daily Advertiser, 8 November, 1958).
In his last season at Ganmain in 1957 “Dooley” was equal best and fairest with captain-coach Mick Grambeau, the
hardman ruckman who had come from North Melbourne in 1956. Eight of the players in that premiership team were
Time On 2019
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Carrolls. Grambeau was the highest paid player in Australia at the time on a package of £65 per week that included a
job, match payments, a house, and a milking cow. All of Ganmain turned out for a street parade on a half-day holiday
on his arrival in the town followed by a dance in the local hall. (Sun-News Pictorial, 26 March 1956).
In 1958 “Dooley” went to coach Collingullie in the Central Riverina league for three seasons. Later, he was chairman of
selectors at the Lockhart footy club for many years. He was voted best player for NSW at the 1950 ANFC Carnival in
Brisbane.

Wayne “Christmas” Carroll

Laurie “Dooley” Carroll

“Turkey Tom” Carroll first made a strong impression as a forward in Ganmain’s 1956 and 1957 premiership teams. He
then booted 103 goals in 1960 to head the league goal-kicking list and won the club best and fairest for the second
successive season. He was eagerly sought by VFL clubs Essendon and Footscray before electing to go to Carlton in 1961.
He kicked 5 goals on debut against champion St Kilda and then-Victorian full-back Verdun Howell who was
retrospectively awarded a Brownlow medal for the 1959 season.
Tom kicked 54 goals for the season to top the VFL goalkicking
list. He also played in Carlton’s grand final team in 1962. He
was Carlton’s leading goal-kicker in each of his three seasons
at the Blues. But the lure of home was too strong and he
returned to Ganmain as captain-coach in 1964. Upon his
return, he led the Maroons to a premiership win over Griffith
by two points. His late goal, his 102nd goal for the season,
proved to be the winning goal. He was voted best-on-theground.
Tom also played in the famous South West league
representative team that won the Victorian country
championship in the televised final against the Hampden
league at Narrandera. This was the first-ever win by a NSWbased league. Ganmain repeated the feat the next season
with a convincing 38 point victory over Griffith in the grand
final. Tom again topped the league goal-kicking with 90 goals.
He coached the club again in 1966 but they were eliminated
Jim and Tom Carroll training at
in the preliminary final by eventual premier Narrandera.
Carlton in Ganmain jumpers
After two more seasons as a player with Ganmain, Tom
finished his playing career as captain-coach of neighbouring club, Grong Grong Matong in 1968-69.
Dennis recalls spending most of his school-holidays on the farm with Uncle Tom during this period. “He was a
big influence on me. He taught me to kick properly, and to kick on my left foot. I remember going to games at
Matong in his new royal blue Ford Falcon GTHO”.
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Jim “Wimpy” Carroll played his first game for Ganmain in 1956
and was member of the premiership teams under Mick
Grambeau. “We all walked tall when we ran out with Mick”, Jim
recalled. “Very much so”, he added thoughtfully.
He went to Carlton for two years but was unable to cement a
regular berth in the seniors. He played two games and kicked two
goals starting as 19th man but is best remembered by Blues fans
for taking on notorious Essendon hardman Ian “Bluey” Shelton in
the round 5 clash between the eventual grand finalists in 1962
and was reported by three umpires for striking. At the tribunal
hearing, “Wimpy” pleaded provocation – but it didn’t save him
and he was suspended for two matches. He won Carlton’s
Reserves best and fairest award in 1961.

Tom Carroll arriving at Spencer
Street Station by train

Jim then played for a year at Manuka under former Collingwood
teen sensation Keith Bromage in the ACT AFL in 1963. The Bullants
lost to fierce rivals Eastlakes in the grand final. He returned to
Ganmain in 1964 to play under cousin Tom, and was a key member
of the 1964 and 1965 premiership teams. A knee injury the
following season forced a premature retirement.

Wayne “Christmas” Carroll started playing seniors with Ganmain in 1976 under legendary Riverina coach the late Greg
Leech and played a key role in winning the club’s last-ever premiership as a stand-alone club in the South West DFL.
He transferred to Queanbeyan in the ACT in 1977 and played in their premiership. He re-joined brother, “Jock” (Greg),
at Mangoplah-Cookardinia United in 1978 then playing in the Farrer league, then went to South in 1980 after playing
senior games on permit in 1979.
Upon returning to the Riverina in 1986, “Christmas” took over as captain-coach of Turvey Park in Wagga and led the
Bulldogs to four premierships in a row, 1987-1990. “Christmas” represented NSW in 1979 under Alan Jeans and then
again from 1986 to 1990.
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When Did the Daniher Brothers First Play Together
If you answered at Essendon you’d be wrong.
If you said at Ungarie you’d also be wrong. Although Terry did play with his father Jim at Ungarie.
The first time the four brothers –Terry, Neale, Anthony & Chris played football together on the one team was for New
South Wales in a State-of-Origin match against Victoria at the SCG on Tuesday 22 May 1990 at the SCG.
It was the first time a quartet of brothers had played together in a State game.
And in one of the greatest upsets of all time in interstate football NSW beat Victoria by 10 points.

l-r: Anthony, Terry, Neale and Chris
“We had blokes that just kept boring in. We had a real good crack and we just enjoyed it. It was bloody great!” Terry
Daniher told Adam McNichol, the author of The Danihers: The story of Australia’s favourite family.
All four Daniher boys were nominated for the NSW Greatest Team but only Terry was included in the team. He was
selected on the half-forward flank. Neale, who had lengthy period coaching the Melbourne Football Club (1998-2007)
was named as assistant coach to Allan Jeans.
The Daniher dynasty started when the boys’ grandfather Jim Snr, moved to Ungarie from Euroa, where he played in
their 1913 premiership team, to take up a 740 acre allotment under the NSW Closer Settlement Scheme. According to
McNichol, Jim Snr was instrumental in the formation of the Ungarie footy club. He ensured the newly formed club
adopted the black and white colours of Euroa for its guernseys.
Jim Daniher Snr proved to be one of Ungarie’s best players in the club’s formative years. He was captain of the 1923
premiership team. The Northern Riverina Football League official history rates him as the best player in the northern
Riverina in this period. McNicol notes that Jim Snr “occupied various positions in the club for many years, including that
of patron”. This was also something that Jim Jnr did as well as his son, Chris, who is still actively involved with the club
having been coach, and more recently president.
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Jim Daniher Jnr was an outstanding footballer, both in Australian football
and in rugby league. He played both codes for Ungarie for many years.
After representing Riverina against Great Britain in Wagga in 1954 and
scoring two tries against the reigning world champions, Jim received
offers from a number of Sydney-based clubs including Manly-Warringah,
but Aussie Rules football was Jim’s passion.
Jim won three competition best and fairest awards in the Northern
Riverina Football League – 1949, 1956, and 1959. He led the Ungarie
Jim Daniher
Magpies for over a decade, the highlight being five premierships, 1950,
1956 and 1959-1961. He was well supported by his two brothers, Jack and Leo, who were integral to Ungarie’s success
in this period. Leo won the competition award in 1951.
The three brothers married three sisters. They produced more footballers for Ungarie. Jack’s sons, Mick, Peter (better
known as Po) and John, who made their names at Turvey Park in the South-West league, and Mark, Pat and Rodney,
sons of Leo. Pat also played in Coolamon’s 1983 premiership team.
Terry Daniher had a celebrated career in football after going to play for South Melbourne in 1976 under the VFL country
zoning rules after a season at Ariah Park-Mirrool under Rick Quade. He played a total of 313 games in the VFL/AFL (19
for South Melbourne and 294 for Essendon) and booted 469 goals. He captained Essendon to the 1984-85 premierships
during his period as captain from 1983-88. He played 15 State games (11 for Victoria and 4 for NSW). He was named
All-Australian captain at the Bicentennial Carnival in Adelaide after leading NSW to victory over WA and a close loss to
South Australia. He also coached NSW against Victoria at the MCG in 1993.
Terry was inducted into the Australian Football Hall of Fame in 1998 and was named on a half-forward flank in
Essendon’s Team of the Century. After Essendon, Terry coached Wagga Tigers in the Riverina Football league to five
premierships. He won the RFL best and fairest Quinn Medal in 1994.
Named as captain of Essendon in 1982, Neale Daniher became the Bombers’ youngest-ever captain in their history but
he had badly injured his knee in round 21 against South Melbourne. He underwent reconstructive surgery during grand
final week. He was not to play a senior game again until round 9 1985. He never really fully recovered from the injury
for which he had multiple operations. However, he did recover sufficiently to join his brothers in the NSW Origin team
that beat Victoria in 1991 and to play more games for Essendon including one game with all his brothers.
Neale played 82 games for Essendon in two stints punctuated by injury, 1979-85 and 1989-90. He represented Victoria
twice and NSW just that one time. He won Essendon’s best and fairest in 1981. After a stint as an assistant and Reserves
coach at Essendon, Neale was appointed coach of the Melbourne Football Club in 1998. In 2000 he got the Demons into
the grand final but were beaten by Essendon led by his old coach Kevin Sheedy. He coached the Dees until 2007 securing
108 wins from 223 games.
He is currently waging a courageous campaign against Motor-Neurone Disease (MND) and has been instrumental in
fund-raising efforts that have raised millions of dollars for research into the disease.
Anthony Daniher, better known as “Ants” (never Tony as the Melbourne media called him) has the unique distinction
of playing over one hundred games for two VFL/AFL clubs: South Melbourne/Sydney Swans (115) and Essendon (118).
“Ants” went to the Swans under the zoning rules in 1981 after stints at Ungarie, Turvey Park (when he moved to Wagga
to do a wool-classing course) and Ganmain, then under former Carlton player and 1961 Coleman medallist, “Turkey”
Tom Carroll.
He transferred to Essendon in 1987 where he consolidated his position as a key defender and was named the AllAustralian full-back in 1991. He played in the Bombers grand final team that lost to Collingwood in the first-ever AFL
grand final in 1990. He played five State games for NSW. Like his antecedents Anthony also became highly involved in
football at the local level and became a junior coach at the Aberfeldie footy club in Melbourne’s north-west suburbs
after retiring in 1994. Two of his sons, Darcy and Joe have played with Essendon under the father-son rule.
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The youngest brother, Chris, went to Essendon in 1987 and played 124 games and kicked 40 goals in a ten-year stay. He
was a member of the famous “Baby Bombers” premiership team in 1993. He played four games for NSW including
Origin wins over Victoria and Queensland.
After finishing his AFL career, Chris returned to the family farm, and to play again for Ungarie. He led the Magpies to
premierships in 2000-2001 and just like his father Jim and his brother Terry (1974) won Northern Riverina FL
competition best and fairest awards in 2000-2002, and again in 2004. As well, Chris coached Temora and MangoplahCookardinia United in local competitions. But his primary focus has been the Ungarie footy club where he has served in
various roles both on and off the field.
“I want to keep it going so my kids can play footy at home rather than folding and having to drive another half-hour to
play with someone else”, he told the author of The Danihers.
In 2019 Ungarie is still a constituent member of the Northern Riverina Football League. Chris retired at the end of last
season. His youngest son, Logan, is currently playing in the Under 13s, while eldest son, Harvey, is expected to return
home for next season.

POST-SCRIPT:
The NSW Australian Football History Society expresses its condolences to the Daniher family on the passing of Jim Jnr
in May 2019. He was secretary of the Northern Riverina Football league for many years and was the delegate to the
NSW Country AFL where he developed an association with our president Ian Granland (then Executive Officer of the
country body) and vice-president Rod Gillett (who was President at that time).
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The Strang Family From Albury
Made Their Mark on Football
The Strang family from Albury provided the largest number of players on the NSW
Greatest Team List.
Six members of the Strang family, Bill, father of Alan, Gordon, Doug, Colin, and
Geoff, son of Doug, played VFL/AFL in the period stretching from 1901 to 1970.
The involvement of the Strangs at the highest level began with Bill Strang who went
to VFL club South Melbourne in 1904 from Albury. He had been captain of the
Pirates club. He played until 1907, and then had another stint in 1913. He was
described in The Encyclopaedia of AFL Footballers: Every AFL/VFL Player Since 1897
(2003) as “a hard-bumping follower and forward who was a fine mark”. He played
centre-half forward in the South Melbourne team that finished runner-up to Carlton
for the 1907 VFL premiership.
Strang went to Sydney in 1908 where he turned out for the YMCA club but
newspaper reports indicate that he was injured in the finals and missed playing in.
the premiership. From there he went to Paddington as captain in 1909 and played with this club until half-way
through the 1912 season when he returned to Albury
Billy Strang

Nicknamed “Corker”, he played three games for NSW and 3 matches for Combined Sydney while he was in Sydney. He
captained Combined NSW to a famous victory over his old club South Melbourne in 1909, the year South won its firstever VFL premiership. NSW 10-10 (70) defeated South Melbourne 7-10 (52). According to The Referee (July 1909), “In
the South Melbourne-Combined Sydney match at the Agricultural Ground, the Blues had a lead of 15 points at halftime. In the third quarter, however, Strang put a different complexion on affairs by kicking two goals from somewhere
in the vicinity of sixty yards and was undoubtedly the means of Combined Sydney winning the match”.
Strang then went back to South Melbourne in 1913 and was the leading goal-kicker with 29 goals. He played 69 games
and kicked 80 goals for the Bloods. After serving in World War 1, he returned to Albury where he played until 1920.
Bill’s sons, Doug and Gordon were both recruited from East Albury by Richmond to play in the VFL for the 1931 season.
The Tigers were focussed on Gordon who had already made an impact in the Ovens and Murray competition but father
Bill told the recruiters, “You might as well take Doug too; he’s a good player and not bad in front of goals” (Sporting
Globe, 3 April 1954).
In his first game, Gordon took 12 marks playing in the key defensive position including three in the dying stages that
saved the match. Meanwhile, Doug booted fourteen goals against North Melbourne in round two. This remains a record
at Richmond for the most goals in a game. Gordon played in Richmond’s premiership teams in 1932 and 1934 he also
played in the losing grand final teams of 1931 and 1933. Gordon played a total of 116 games and kicked 108 goals for
the Tigers and represented Victoria on nine occasions. He was named centre-half back in Richmond’s Team of the
Century and selected recently in the same position for NSW’s Greatest Team.
Doug played at Richmond from 1931-35 accumulating 64 games and 180 goals in a career riddled with injuries. He was
the Tigers’ leading goalkicker 1931-1933 and played alongside his brother Gordon in the 1932 premiership team. He
missed the 1933 grand final through suspension. Doug Strang returned home to play for Albury after coaching Kyneton
to the premiership in the Bendigo Football League in 1936. He played in the 1937 premiership and then coached the
club to flags in 1939 (against brother Gordon who coached Wodonga and won the Morris medal) and 1940.
Doug booted 126 goals in 1938 which still stands as the Ovens and Murray Football League record. The O & M
goalkicking medal is named in his honour. He is a member of both the Ovens and Murray FL and Albury Tigers Hall of
Fames.
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Doug Strang

Gordon Strang

Geoff Strang

Bill’s two other sons, Colin and Alan, both also played VFL football. Colin played two games and kicked 3 goals at St Kilda
in 1933 while Alan played fifteen games and kicked 17 goals at South Melbourne 1947-48.
Doug’s son Geoff also went to Richmond where from 1965-71 he played 88 games. He was a fast, tough attacking
defender in the mould that Tommy Hafey re-built the Richmond sides in the 1960s. Geoff played in the 1967 and 1969
premiership teams.
Geoff joined premiership team-mate Mike Patterson (coach) at North Adelaide in the SANFL from 1972-74 and was a
member of their 1972 premiership. He then returned to finish his playing career at Albury in 1975 where he played a
total of 99 games including the 1960-64 period.
The Strang family record is remarkable and they have made a highly significant contribution to football in NSW.
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Origins of the game
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Harrison questioned as “Father of the Game”
Henry Harrison has long been recognized as ‘The Father of Australian
Football’; a term he earned after a long life spent as a player,
administrator and umpire of the game. He was born near Picton NSW
in 1836 with his family moving to Melbourne in 1850. He was an
athlete who excelled at pedestrianism (athletics) then went on to play
in the early games of Australian (then Victorian) Football in 1859.
He played for three clubs, Richmond, Melbourne, Geelong, then
Melbourne again. He was captain at all of these but probably is best
known as allegedly being solely responsible for drafting the second
revision of the rules of the game in 1866. These changes were adopted
unanimously.
History credits Tom Wills as the man most instrumental in the
introduction of ‘the game’, but as you can read, it says “Tom Wills
suggested the Rugby rules, but nobody understood them except
himself…” This leads to the realisation that perhaps all four were
‘fathers of the game’ and that insufficient acknowledgement has been
paid to W.J. the other three members of the MCC committee that
drafted the first rules for the the game in 1859: WJ Hammersley, JB
Thompson and Thomas “Football” Smith.
H C A Harrison
The following paragraph written in 1908 by a journalist with the nom-de-plume of ‘Cynic’ in the Referee Newspaper,
quotes from the Sydney Mail of 25 August 1883, which convincingly argues that Harrison was not involved with the
initial drafting of those first rules of the game:
“In ‘The Referee’ (17/8/’08) I touched on the origin of the Australian Game of Football, and quoted
evidence to show that the title, ‘The Father of the Game’, has been incorrectly conferred, by the Press
of Melbourne upon Mr. H. C. A. Harrison. The evidence was from the writings of Messrs. T W Wills and
J. B. Thompson, two of the committee of four which drafted the first set of rules just 50 years ago. I
have received two letters on the subject from Melbourne footballers, but while agreeing with the
statements I put forward, they throw no fresh light on the matter. As Mr. Harrison is still quoted on all
sides, in the Press and at official functions, as ‘the father of the game’, further reference to the first
code of rules for what is to-day known as the Australian Game having been drawn up by a committee
consisting of Messrs. T. W. Wills, W.J. Hammersley, J. B. Thompson, and T Smith, is timely. The evidence
of Messrs. Wills and Thompson is thoroughly borne out by the late Mr. Hammersley, who, for 18 years.
was sporting editor of ‘The Australasian’. In 1883, after he had withdrawn from regular journalistic
harness, Mr. Hammersley, in an article referring to football in Victoria, made the following statement
:— When the game was first started in Victoria on anything like a sound footing (that was in 1857), it
was a very rough game and no mistake. My shins now show honourable scars, and often I had the blood
trickling down my legs. No wonder, for hacking was permitted and no objection was taken to spiked
shoes. One day, however, after a severe fight in the old Richmond paddock, when blood had been drawn
freely and some smart rape exchanged, and a leg broken, it occurred to some of us that if we had rules
to play under it would be better. Tom Wills suggested the Rugby rules, but nobody understood them
except himself and the result was – adjourn to the Parade Hotel close by and think the matter out. This
we did, with the following result: Several drinks and the formation of a committee consisting of Tom
Wills, myself, J.B. Thompson and Football Smith, as he was termed, a master in the Scotch College, a
rattling fine player, and splendid kick, but of a very peppery temper. We decided to draw up a simple
code of rules and as few as possible, so that anyone could quickly under-stand. We did so and the result
was the rules then drawn up form the basis of the present code under which the game is universally
played in Victoria and most other parts of Australia. I feel sure that neither Rugby nor the Association
code will ever supplant them. In the light of this indisputable, corroboratory evidence,” there cannot
Time On 2019
22

be any possible doubt that Mr. H. C. A. Harrison is not ‘the father of the game.’ In the article from which
I have quoted, Mr. Hammersley made some reference to the early days of cricket in Victoria and to the
‘old Identities,’ and in this he paid a tribute to the good work done in the interests of that game and
athletic sports by Mr, Harrison : There are not many left ; but amongst all the men I remember who
have worked hard for the game in Australia, Mr. W. H. Handfield, Mr. T. F. Hamilton, and the late Mr.
D.S. Campbell deserve the most credit for their disinterested labor in the game of cricket. And another
name I may add to the list, I think, in the promotion of not cricket only, but of all athletic sports that of
Mr. H. C. A. Harrison.”
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Football before the start of competitions
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Footy at Bowral
In 1892 a game of Australian Football was played at Bowral, NSW1.
The match, Bowral v East Sydney was arranged by a Mr Charles
Church, schoolteacher, and a resident of Bowral, who had previously
played for the East Sydney Club in the late 1880s, represented NSW against
Queensland and was at one time a member of the East Sydney Club’s
committee.
The game was initially scheduled for mid-August but fell through. Church
persisted and the match was re-organised for Saturday 10 September at
Athletic Grounds in Bowral.
The condition of the ground was in a very poor state because of rain and a
soccer match having previously been played there. Nevertheless, a large
crowd gathered to witness the game with East flying to an early lead by
Harry Hedger
four goals to one at half time. In those early days, goals were the
only score counted and the game was played in two halves. Certainly in this game it was the case.
The second half saw the locals equalise their opponents’ score and but for fulltime being called Bowral might certainly
have overtaken them. It was said that Bowral’s team was made up entirely “of former Melbourne players.” Be that as
it may, they were encouraged to continue to play the following season by Harry Hedger, captain of the East Sydney
team but unfortunately no more was heard of Australian football in Bowral.
In recent years however the Southern Highland Hawks junior club has emerged. It participates in the Illawarra junior
league. There is an Auskick centre for children aged between five and seven while older players [8-14) play in club
teams.
The Hawks [Under 11s] won the club’s first premiership in 2007, and the Under 12s and Under 15s won flags in 2008
with the future looking bright.
The club plays and trains at Loseby Park in Bowral with training on Tuesdays from 4:00 to 5:30 pm. Game day is Sunday.

1

Bowral Free Press and Berrima District Intelligencer 7 September 1892, p.3
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First game at Goulburn
The Society has long known about a game of football played at Collector in 1936 between a Collector/Goulburn
combined team and Metropolitan Australian Football Association team, Rosebery (a suburb near Mascot).
There was however an earlier match played at Goulburn between the then newly formed Goulburn Imperials and
the Sydney Football Club in 1892.
“First Football Match in Goulburn
On Saturday last the members of the Sydney Football Club and numbers of their supporters journeyed to
Goulburn to try conclusions with the newly-formed club at Goulburn named the Imperials.
This was the first match ever played in Goulburn under the Australian rules, the district hitherto being a
very big stronghold of Rugby, but after the match played on Saturday a very large number have decided to
play the Australian game in the future, and which speaks well for the career of the local club.
The match was played on the Olympic Ground, which was located between the Goulburn Paceway and
Garoorigang, in the presence of about 1000 spectators. There was a very big gathering of the “fair sex” at
the match.
Joe Arnold captained the Sydney team, and W. Sandford led the Goulburn. The Sydneys scored 4 goals to 1
in the first quarter. The Goulburn team for the rest of the game played splendidly, especially in the third
quarter, when the Sydney players seemed disorganised. However, in the last quarter Sydney played more
together, and scored a couple of goals. Goulburn, as a team, played splendidly, considering it was their first
game, and they have the makings of a good team. Crisp (3)2, Clausen (2), Murrell, Hodgkinson and Poole for
the Goulburn and Noonan (3), Potter, Jessop, Shipton, Giles, the Brothers Arnold, Sullivan (2), for Sydney,
all played well. The College boys, Sandford, Jessop, Noonan, and Potter tried hard to evert defeat. The final
result was: Sydney 8 goals 20 behinds Goulburn, 6 goals 8 behinds. Mr. Murray umpired the match in his
usual impartial way. In the evening the Sydney boys were entertained at a splendid banquet at the
Oddfellows Hall in Auburn Street,
Mr. Siegel in the chair. After justice had been done to the excellent spread various toasts were gone through
with musical honours. Messrs. Alexander, M. Sullivan, Ashton, Dick, Jessop, Sandford and others gave
assistance with songs and recitations. The Sydneys returned to town on Monday morning, everyone being
thoroughly pleased with his outing in the country.”3
Another game or two was played in Goulburn over the following few years but interest petered out until a Goulburn
club was formally organised in June 1905.

2

George Crisp, recognized as one of the founders of the game in Sydney, was still playing with the Sydney Club in 1892. He probably played with the
combined side on that day to help out.
3
Referee 17 August 1892, p.8
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Football in Newcastle prior to the competition
After the war, football began to get a stronger
foothold and become more established in
Newcastle.
The game had flourished around the area and
into the Hunter in the late 19th century but its
continuance in the 1900s was very much adhoc and most of it centred around interstate
workers at the BHP plant.
The apparent reason the game took on a more
serious identity in the coal city was the influx
of interstate servicemen who settled there
following the cessation of hostilities.
A letter to the local newspaper in July 1946
from W L Jones of Tighes Hill urged the
formation of a club to ‘play the game’.
Newcastle v South Sydney - 1947
He received a reasoned response to his suggestion and following a meeting at Islington Oval on 17 August a team was
formed to play in Sydney the following month
They were made up of: Backs- G. Ross, T. Coles, D. Higglns; Half backs: A. Waller. W. Jones capt., P. Gurner, Centres- J.
Lines, W. Brisbane vlce-capt., W. Scammell; Half-forwards- K. Figgers, C. Wilson, W. Trevor; Forwards– D. Brown, P.
Deveraux, Ian Shugg; Rucks- K. Smith, G. Gordon; rover- R. Tummell. It had been arranged for the team to play the
curtain raiser to the NSW v Richmond match at Trumper Park on September 8.
The Newcastle team was captained and coached by Bill Jones. It was said he was a former North Melbourne player,
however this has not been substantiated.
One of the problems the team had was in the ruck division and so Sydney clubs loaned W. Brown, J. Smith, A. Trevors
and K. Gordon for the match.
The match was played before 15,000 at Trumper Park and the Combined Sydney team 9-11 (65) defeated the Newcastle
combination 6-6 (42). Former Collingwood player and Stawell Gift winner, Ron McCann kicked 4 goals for Newcastle
while Bill Scammell and Newtown player Alf Pate also kicked goals. McCann and Pate were added to strengthen the
Newcastle side.
The team had to hire a bus to get to Sydney on the Sunday Morning as train timetables did not co-ordinate with match
arrangements.
Following the game officials met with the NSW Football League executives to explore the possibility of a club being
formed in Newcastle to include first and reserves grades which could play in the Sydney competition.
This did not eventuate however in May the following year a Newcastle Combination played a combined Metropolitan
(Second Division) team also in a leadup to an interstate clash at Trumper Park. They were defeated in what was
described as “a fast and exciting game played under adverse weather conditions, 8-9 (57) to 5-7 (37). Peter Devereaux
scored four goals and Billy Scannell the other for Newcastle. Arrangements were made for a return match on the
following Sunday.”
The Newcastle player in the dark jumper in the attached image appears to be Bill Elliott, one of the founders of the
Newcastle Football League and after whom the local Best and Fairest Medal was named.
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1947:
NSW at the ANFC Football Carnival in Hobart
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Representative Games in 1947
In
1947
the
New
South
Wales
played twelve representative matches

Football

League

From a competition of seven Sydney clubs a total of 66 players were
involved in representative football during that year. A further six were
selected from clubs outside the metropolitan area.
Four of the representative matches were played on consecutive days.
Three of these games were played in Sydney and the other in Broken
Hill; all were against different opponents. Of course, the respective
NSW teams that played on the both days of these same weekends
were made up of different players.
Now granted 1947 was a year of a national carnival, played in
One of the gun NSW Players
Hobart which made up four of the games, but nevertheless the other
from 1947: Frank Larkin
matches required players, managers, trainers, jumpers, shorts and socks and the list goes on. The team which travelled
to Tasmania comprised of players from Sydney, Broken Hill, Riverina and Albury.
When the NSW Carnival team returned from Hobart the League arranged for the Carnival side to play “The Rest” on the
following weekend. ‘The Rest’ were made up from players not chosen in the NSW Carnival contingent but were Sydney
players selected from the local competition.
Here are details of the matches:
DATE

VENUE

OPPOSITION

NSW
SCORE

OPPOSITION
SCORE

WON/
LOST

1947-05-25

Sydney

Queensland

20.13 (133)

15-17 (107)

Won

1947-06-01

Sydney

Broken Hill

18-15 (123)

8-13 (61)

Won

1947-06-14

Broken Hill

Broken Hill

12-12 (84)

11-9 (75)

Lost

1947-06-15

Sydney

Canberra

21-9 (135)

19-16 (130)

Won

1947-06-21

Brisbane

Queensland

18-22 (130)

18-24 (132)

Won

1947-07-30

Hobart

Canberra

13-18 (96)

7-8 (50)

Won

1947-08-01

Hobart

Tasmania

6-10 (46)

16-10 (106)

Lost

1947-08-06

Hobart

South Australia

14-12 (86)

17-9 (111)

Lost

1947-08-08

Hobart

Queensland

8-11 (59)

5-12 (42)

Won
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1947-08-09

Sydney

Subiaco FC

8-11 (59)

11-10 (76)

Lost

1947-08-10

Sydney

East Fremantle FC

12-6 (78)

15-11 (101)

Lost

1947-08-17

Sydney

“The Rest”

21-18 (144)

13-16 (94)

Won
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Player availability at the 1947 Carnival
In past days, the Australian National Football Council (ANFC) the peak body for the game in Australia, since absorbed
by the AFL, conducted regular interstate carnivals where states played against other states in a round robin
situation. Since WWII, because of the obvious disparity in standard, these carnivals were comprised of two divisions.
These type of events are no longer held.
In 1947 Hobart hosted the first carnival following the war, the overall attendance and gate was marginally larger than
the 1924 carnival, also held at Hobart.
Carnivals of this nature are a testing time for players. The 1947 event was conducted over 10 days (including rest days)
which is a fair commitment for all the players and officials who also at that time had to hold down a job and
consequently had to use their holiday time to play.
New South Wales played four games:
1.
2.
3.
4.

defeated Canberra (as the nation’s capital team was then known, now ACT) 18-22 (130) to 7-8 (50)
lost to Tasmania in what was described as a “fantastic match” 16-10 (106) to 13-18 (96)
lost to South Australia 17-9 (111) to 5-10 (40)
defeated Queensland 14-16 (100) to 5-12 (42)

The major issue of the carnival was the weather. Before their third game against South Australia officials seriously
considered cancelling the game. The North Hobart Oval was described as a “mud pie – again” and “atrocious” by a
number of newspapers. It was so bad that the umpire could not bounce the ball and for the division 1 games and
officials decided to use a new ball each quarter. However, the poor old division 2 matches could only get a new ball at
half time in their games!
The other problem for New South Wales was, in particular, the growing injury list. By the last game they had ten injured
players and under normal circumstances these men would not have played but the team had no replacements.
It was so bad that an application was made to the authorities to allow the NSW coach, 38 year old Frank Dixon to
play. Initially the request was granted along with permission for an Eastern Suburbs player, Jack Nicholls, a visitor to
the carnival but subsequently permission was withdrawn because other teams did not have the same luxury. Dixon
who had successfully captained and coached the South Sydney Club before the war had not played since his return to
Australia following a severe wound received at El Alamein in North Africa during the Second World War.
These were the days before interchange and NSW took the field with the bare eighteeen players along with Newtown’s
injured Frank Larkin standing by, hoping not to play as 19th man. And that was their complement for the
match. Queensland had similar problems.
NSW won the game easily however Larkin had to take the field late in the last quarter as a replacement for another
injured player. When the game finished, Larkin was the only player standing with a clean, sky blue jumper. In an act of
frivolity his team-mates rushed to Larkin and rolled him in the mud so he finished up in the same fashion as themselves.
In the evening the North Hobart Club organised a ball for the wounded NSW team.
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Uniforms for the team: appeal for clothing coupons
During the Second World War the Federal Government
introduced food and clothing rationing for everyone,
from the elderly to babies. Such rationing regulations
were gazetted on 14 May 1942.
It was introduced to manage shortages and control
civilian consumption. It was also aimed at curbing
inflation, reducing total consumer spending and limit
impending shortages of essential goods.

1947 Clothing Coupon

These rationing restrictions were not relaxed until a
number of years after the War and in the case of clothing
it was June 1948 and the popular beverage, tea in July
1950! This extended action after the war by the Labor
Government proved very unpopular.

What has all this to do with football you ask?
As you have read, in 1947 the NSW Football League played seven representative games and were also involved in an
additional four during an All-States Carnival, played in Hobart. The League did not have the capacity to purchase the
necessary equipment, ie jumpers, short, socks, blazers etc., to outfit the team which travelled to Tasmania.
In one weekend in June, the League sent a representative team to play in Broken Hill while at the same time it hosted
a Canberra representative team in a match at Trumper Park. In this game, the NSW team wore Newtown’s red and
white jumpers.
Such was the shortage, a plea went out for clothing coupons to the greater football population in Sydney which could
subsequently be pooled to purchase the required gear.
Gradually people donated their coupons, a huge sacrifice from their family’s allocation and this was two years after the
war had finished! The League Secretary (General Manager), Ken Ferguson, himself donated 48 coupons and he was at
the time, a person with a young family. These donations were acknowledged in the Sydney Football Record
So when the time came, the NSW team to Hobart went smartly dressed and well decked out.
There was no mention of this in the league’s 1947 annual report with the only expenditure item listed was ‘Uniforms –
eighteen pounds and sixpence’. The league sold the ties and representative team photos. It did receive a seven
hundred and ninety pound allocation from the Australian National Football Council (the promoters of the carnival) and
a refund of their players’ and officials’ fares, which by the way, was by train to Melbourne and boat to Tasmania.
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1947 job offers
In 1947, the All-States Carnival was played in Hobart.
These seven team contests were played about every four years. After World War II because of the disparity in standard,
the Australian National Football Council, divided the competition into two divisions. New South Wales found
themselves in division two along with Queensland, Tasmania and Canberra. This meant in Hobart they would play three
matches; they won their games quite handsomely against Queensland and Canberra then went down in the final game
against Tasmania by ten points 13-18 (96) to 16-10 (106). They also played South Australia, a Division I team, but were
convincingly defeated.

The 1947 NSW Carnival Team Marching in the Opening Parade
at the Hobart ANFC Carnival
Following the game it was reported that five of the New South Wales Australian players in their carnival team were
offered contracts by two Tasmanian clubs.
The Hobart Club offered Sydney’s captain-coach, Jim Cracknell, Albury Football Club’s star centre Jim Mathews, and
Newtown’s Emrys Owen £10 a week, including a job. Clarence Football Club offered Roy Watterson from the Newtown
Club, who would later go on to coach in the Riverina, and South Sydney’s Ron Matthews a job at £8 a week and a
retainer of £3 a week.
The report said that the offers would hold good for the following season. It is unknown if they took them up.
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Visits from Interstate Teams
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1882: Geelong’s historic visit
In July 1882 the Geelong Football Club played a series of games in Sydney.
While such visits by the (then) VFA clubs were seen as supporting the struggling code in NSW, the locals were never any
match for these strong Melbourne district clubs. Nevertheless, they kept coming but the press in Sydney soon grew
tired of promoting and reporting on contests which were severely one sided.
Charles Brownlow, after whom the Brownlow Medal is named, was playing for Geelong at the time and was one of the
23 players in the 1882 Geelong contingent. They arrived on the 7:00am train from Melbourne at the Redfern Railway
Station – Central had yet to be constructed. There, they were met by a large number of the local footballing community
and driven in two drags (big horse and carts) to the Cambridge Hotel in Oxford Street.
Geelong played four games during their stay, each of which they won decidedly.
On Saturday 10 July they played the East Sydney club at the SCG. Unfortunately it rained throughout the match, at
times quite heavily and to such an extent that officials considered calling off the match. The conditions were
understandably very sloppy with some players flat out holding the ball. It was estimated that only 300 braved the
elements to see the visitors win 7-15 to 0-7 (only goals in that period were counted in the score although behinds were
nearly always shown in the results).

The following Tuesday Geelong met the Sydney Club, also at the SCG, this time in fine weather where the crowd was
recorded as between 500 to 600. Sydney wore a navy blue uniform with scarlet caps and hose (socks). They could do
little to stem the might of the Geelong side which won this encounter 15-22 to 1-1.

The Geelong Team at the SCG in 1882
Then, two days later, Geelong met the Petersham club at the same ground. This was a minor side that only lasted two
or three seasons at a time when Petersham was considered a small village outside of Sydney. They were captained by
Fred Wedd, who had previously played with the Melbourne club and represented Victoria. His team appeared to have
a few local talented ring-ins making up their number. By this time the Geelong players realised that they could do it
pretty easily and won this match 5-17 to 0-2.
Then on the following Saturday, Geelong played the NSW team which was made up from the 100 or so
footballers participating in the game in Sydney at the time. This game was again at the SCG before a more respectable
attendance of around 3,000. The weather was recorded as splendid and special trams had been put on to transport
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the spectators to and from the ground. Former Melbourne Football Club player, R B Sibley, captained the NSW team
which performed much more creditably than Geelong’s three previous encounters.
It is worth noting part of the description of the game in the Sydney Morning Herald where the journalist reported:
“Sydney players were believed to have been profitably instructed by the illustrations of their [Geelong’s] intimate knowledge
of the game, and hopes were also expressed that their visit to Sydney would be repeated.”

On the 17th, the Geelong contingent left Sydney by train bound for Albury where they were scheduled to play a match
against local representatives. A large muster of Sydney footballers was on hand to bid them farewell.
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South Adelaide Football Club tour, 1884
In 1884, only a few years after the, NSW Football Association (a forerunner to
the NSW Australian Football League) was established, South Australian Club,
South Adelaide, which was formed in 1876, toured the Eastern States and
played a series of matches in Sydney.
The team stayed for two weeks and played in five games. Their side included
most of the players who would go on to be premiers in South Australia the
following season.
Their first game, in Newcastle, had to be abandoned because of the state of
the ground following heavy rain so in an impromptu match on Thursday 26
June at the SCG, they played local club, Waratah. This was the only club to
change its allegiance from rugby to the Victorian game during those very early
years of the formation of the game in Sydney.
Billy Goer
A crowd described as meagre attended the match where the South Australian club ran over the top of Waratah, 10-8
to 1-1. Again, behinds were not counted in a team’s score and as well, matches were in two halves, not four
quarters. South Adelaide kicked 9 goals in the second term.
The following Saturday also on the SCG, South Adelaide drew its game with NSW 3-15 to 3-9. The tramway department
arranged for additional trams to run at frequent intervals to the ground during the afternoon in an expectation of a
large crowd. Only 1500 turned up to watch the match.
Before the game and during the interval the City Temperance Band kindly volunteered its services and “performed
some choice selections of music which were greatly appreciated by the occupants of the grandstand.”
On Tuesday before a crowd estimated at only 100, South Adelaide defeated East Sydney by one goal, but because of
their inaccurate kicking, they kicked twenty-one (not included) behinds while East failed to score a goal although were
noted as registering three behinds.
Two days later their scheduled game against the Sydney club was postponed, again because of the weather, and on
Saturday 5 July at the SCG they easily defeated a defiant NSW team 9-8 to 5-7.
The Sydney Club wanted its share of glory and challenged South Adelaide to a game on the following Monday – the day
of the South Australians departure from the city. Sydney fared better than Easts. The captain of the Sydney team,
George Crisp, however complained that several members of his team failed to follow his direction in the game and the
committee of the Association indicated that if it re-occurred they would “name the delinquents.”
This was quite a strange comment coming from Crisp who along with Billy Goer, former Carlton vice-captain, did not
play. The fact that the game had to be played early because of the scheduled departure of the South Australian team
by rail in the afternoon could well have accounted for their late non-appearance.
Following the game, some members of the Sydney club drove the opposition team to the (then) Redfern rail head by a
four horse drawn bus where, after “after the usual shaking of hands, three lusty cheers were given as the train moved
away.”
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NSW v West Torrens Football Club
In July 1922, the West Torrens Football Club travelled to Melbourne then onto
Wagga where it defeated a representative Riverina side 15-23 to 8-7 before a crowd
of around 2,000. It then moved on to Sydney where it was scheduled to play NSW
on 15 July at Erskineville Oval.
West Torrens joined the South Australian National Football League in 1897 and was
one of the solid performers early in the last century. In 1991 it combined with the
Woodville Football Club where it now participates in the SANFL under a combined
title.
West Torrens Eagles
NSW made some changes to the side which had lost to Victoria the previous week.
West Torrens on the other hand had retained all of its star players including the 203cm Centre Half Forward, Len ‘Booby’
Mills.
It rained all day on 15 July 15; not heavy rain but a continual and misty downfall making playing conditions unpleasant.
The NSW side were far from their best with the South Australians all over them in the first quarter. In fact the locals
failed to kick a point with West Torrens in the lead 8-4 (52) to nil at the first change!
No doubt many of the 6,000 strong crowd were ready to walk. Nothing could be more embarrassing than seeing your
own state representative team without a score on the board. One pundit described West Torrens display as “A more
systemic display of systematic football has never been seen.” They left NSW bewildered with their cleverly executed
hand and foot passing. The home side scored first in the second term which was greeted by the crowd in a “derisive
mood.” A number of locals had begun to hit their straps pegging back the visitors to record a reasonable score of 5-7
to 9-6 at the long break.
It was during the third quarter that NSW really went to town booting a further five goals to the visitor’s one. The sky
blues were outstanding in their commitment to their game. All were working together so much so that at the last
change they had drawn level with both sides on 10-9 apiece.
By this time the crowd were right behind NSW and from the bounce they supported every move and every score the
team made.
For a while the lead see-sawed but gradually, and again through the agency of ace full forward Stan Milton, NSW won
the game by seven points, 13-12 (90) to 12-11 (83) in one of the most remarkable comebacks a NSW team has ever
made.
Although Paddington player, Watson, booted three goals including the last for the game, Milton was awarded man of
the match. Others to stand out were rover, Jack Foskett from the Newtown club, forward flank Hurley, Cain in the
forward pocket along with Ackers, Dunn and the captain, Bryan Rush all of whom played in the backline.
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Organisation of the game in Sydney
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Second Grade or Second Division in Sydney?
When the game was first introduced to Sydney in 1880, clubs only had one grade. Because some became numerically
stronger they formed a second twenty (teams played with twenty players in those days) which on many occasions was
called a ‘junior’ grade. It is often difficult in this early period to separate an actual ‘junior’ or under-age team from a
‘junior’ or second twenty side.
These second twenty teams at first played either between themselves, or against school teams or clubs that were seen
as less talented and/or just starting out. If they played against a ‘senior’ team, on most occasions they were permitted
to play with twenty-two or three players on the field as a way of making the competition more even.
When the game was resurrected in Sydney in 1903, eleven clubs fielded senior teams in a competition conducted by
the NSW Australian Football League. The administration in what we would call the reserve grade was conducted by a
separate and autonomous group called the NSW Football Association. Players were not permitted to move between
the two grades even if they played for the same club.
This group folded during the first world war because of the lack of numbers but was revived in 1919 with similar
management and a separate draw.
By 1922 the following clubs participated in the reserve grade: Ashfield, Public Service, Railway, East Sydney, South
Sydney, Paddington, Illawarra (St George) and Botany. In that year there were also eight teams in the first grade. The
trouble was, not all first-grade teams had reserve-grade sides and this caused problems with the fixture.
In the following season the League took over the operation of the seconds and called the competition the NSW Junior
Football League. The clubs that only had second-grade teams were officially partnered with a first-grade team which
did not have a second XVIII and played the curtain raiser for that particular teams’ matches.
Around that time there was also an expansion in the third grade or under 18 ‘junior competition’ which included:
Dockyards, Glenmore, South Sydney, Lane Cove, Newtown all playing under the governance of the junior football
league, not the league.
In 1925 moves were being made to restructure the league and those one team reserve grade clubs were ‘encouraged’
to fit in with the first-grade team before whom they played the curtain raiser. In this event almost none of these reserve
grades aligned themselves with their partnered first grade club. Then in 1926 when the league was re-organised, all
first-grade teams were required to field a second-grade side with players then able to move freely between the grades.
Then in 1933 the name of the secondary competition was changed to the Metropolitan Australian National Football
Association with an autonomous administration continuing to control their operation. This group functioned
completely separately to the league.
Apart from a hiatus during the second world war the association operated until about 1953 when the senior grade came
under a new Sydney Districts Association. This association however folded in 1954.
It took until 1970 when the Sydney Districts Association was revived which turned into the Second Division the following
year and since more changes have occurred, so the rest is history.
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St George All-Age Competition
The A grade in Sydney’s Metropolitan Football Association folded around 1954 leaving the remaining clubs with a single
option of attempting to join the NSW Football League – first grade. Any new clubs like Liverpool and Bankstown of the
1950s were thrust into a competition playing against some well drilled and
talented players. The result was that new clubs were likely to lose nearly all of
their games with a resultant sapping of enthusiasm and commitment.
Whether or not the void for open-age football at a non-league standard during
this period was recognized, there was a strong enough move in the St George
area in the mid-1960s to form the St George AFL or as it was more colloquially
known at the time: the St George All-Age competition.
Of the six or seven sides that competed during its existence most were from
junior clubs within the St George District; Como/Janalli, Boystown, Penshurst,
Heathcote were four such teams.
In 1967 a team from Wollongong competed and then a year later a mostly navy
side from Nowra played in the competition.
A “well known” football Sydney football identity of the time, Peter Crosland,
was the secretary of the association and as an adjunct to the competition he edited and published a weekly football
programme which was given the title, The Recorder. This was an eight-page journal which contained some club notes,
lists of teams, club colours, the names and contact details of a few officials and an editorial.
The Society has a number of copies of The Recorder in its collection

Umpires get an increase
In 1955 umpires’ pay rates increased.
First Grade field umpires rates went from £2-0-0 (equivalent to $4 but according to the Reserve bank of Australia worth
$68.67 at today’s value) to £2-5-0 ($4.50 but now worth $77.75). Reserve Grade field umpires’ rates went from £1-5-0
($2.50, now worth $42.92) to £1-10-0 ($3, now worth $51.50). Boundary umpires who were only appointed to First
Grade matches went from £0-17-6 ($1.75, now worth $30.04) to £1-0-0 ($2, now worth $34.33). Goal umpires’ rates
went from £1-2-6 ($2.25, now worth $38.63) to £1-5-0 ($2.50, now worth $42.92).
Boundary umpires were supplied for reserve grade only for Sunday matches, of which there would be a maximum of
two each weekend. In all probability, these young umpires would have backed up from a Saturday game. Then, for
their effort they received ten shillings per game ($1 but now worth $17.17). Clubs would have to supply boundary
umpires on Saturdays or in their absence one of the players would had have to leave the field to throw the ball in.
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The 1978 Coup
Towards the end of the 1970s a certain section of the
Sydney football community was tiring of the league
administration led by long term president, Bill Hart.
As successful as it was in its own way, it was seen as old
fashioned, not up with the times, anti VFL and still following
a doctrine that had been laid out earlier in the century.
Added to this was the growing interest the VFL was
showing to extend its influence into Sydney. In 1974
Victoria played South Australia at the SCG attracting 20,000
fans but more importantly the game was televised live to
Western Australia., Tasmania, South Australia, the ACT and
most country areas of NSW.
In those days the Victorian Government would not permit
the VFL to play its games on Sundays in that state so it
began looking for different venues where their football
Bill Hart with League staff in 1970
could be televised into Melbourne. Sydney was one
such location which had the potential to fill the void most admirably. It is safe to say at that stage, there was
no premeditated vision to expand the competition interstate.
A lot of the acrimony in Sydney had to do with the NSWAFL’s participation in the Escort Championships. This was a
separate knock-out competition which began in 1977 involving then only the 12 VFL clubs but by 1979 it also included
all WAFL clubs, NSW, Tasmania and the ACT. The following year all clubs in the SANFL became involved along with
Queensland.
NSW’s involvement was not without distress when the NSWAFL Board of Management resolved in August, 1978 to
involve the state in the series but only after a fairly volatile debate which was then followed by a very close vote.
So with this underlying feeling that the old school would not move with the times together with rancor over NSW’s
involvement in the Escort Championships, a clandestine group began to meet at the then Newtown Rules Club, 303
Cleveland Street, Redfern, with the ultimate aim of unseating the administration of the league at the December 1978
AGM. At that time and for the previous 75 years, the NSWAFL conducted not only the football affairs of part of NSW
but also the Sydney competition/s.
The VFL promised the rebel group that if it was successful the VFL would pay for a ‘fulltime professional administrator
for the League.’ This was despite the fact that the NSWAFL had already had a fulltime secretary with assistant, since
1964.
In October 1978, part-time television personality, Kevin Taylor, who, by that time, had been sacked by the league as
its media representative, laid out the plans of the new group in an article in a local inner-city newspaper, The Sydney
Shout, so it was clear by then that the clandestine tag had been lost.
Along with Taylor, Bernard Heafey was one of the prime movers in the Sydney football power play. He was an affable
character who had football at heart. Heafey had one year as president of the North Shore Club in 1951 but later
involved himself with St Ives, a second division club, where he was also president. In time he was to become the face
of the new faction but only for a short period.
The idea of change came with the suggestion of new and exciting possibilities and additional meetings were held at
other venues, including Easts Rules Club at Bondi Junction, St George Clubrooms at Olds Park and even Bankstown
Sports Club. Tension was building with the group’s activities because not all clubs were involved with this action.
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The 1978 Annual General Meeting of the NSWAFL was set
for Monday 11 December at the League offices, 64 Regent
Street, Chippendale. Unusually, the actual meeting was
held in the front reception area of the small brick building
where there was standing room only for most. League
officials were very much aware of the move against them
with both camps working overtime to secure sufficient
votes to get over the line.
Each of the nine Sydney first division clubs had two votes.
The eight second division clubs each had one vote as did
the NSW Junior Football Council, Newcastle AFL, South
Coast AFL, NSW Country AFL, Central Coast AFL, Illawarra
AFL and each board member of the league. Life members
also had the opportunity to exercise a vote but historically
NSWAFL Headquarters
not many of these personnel turned out for the annual
meetings. Perhaps if they had realised the significance of the possible outcome, they might have made the effort.
The meeting was extremely acrimonious with chairman, Bill Hart, having great difficulty controlling the sometimes
raucous attendees who were full of interjections. Hart was defeated by Heafey for president in a close vote. Country
representative, Allen Baker was elected to the Vice President’s position. Many of the incumbent Board of
Management were re-elected but several, along with Heafey, only lasted a year or two with a number of resignations
of new committee members by 1980.
One of the most disappointing aspects of the change was the sale of the League’s premises at 64 Regent Street (the
purchase of which had been mainly funded by the Western Suburbs Football Club Ltd). The building was far from
salubrious but did give the code a main street location and somewhere to call ‘home’. After the sale, League officials
were then housed in the top floor at the Newtown Rules Club at 303 Cleveland Street Redfern, a converted picture
theatre, until 1985 when they moved to new premises under the Bill O’Reilly stand at the SCG.
The enthusiasm and new Sydney Football League entity which resulted from the coup, did not last and when a new
administration took control not that many years later, things again changed.
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Football at the University of Sydney
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University Football Club 1887-1889
The Sydney University Football Club was formed in
1863 as the rugby club for the University. In 1887 a
second football club was formed, the University
Football Club (Australasian Rules). At the time
Australian football was variously called Australian
rules, Australasian rules or Victorian rules.
The 1888 annual meeting of this club was held on
Monday night, 16 April 1888 at Milthorp’s Hotel on
the corner of York and King Streets, Sydney. Mr. F.
Challands occupied the chair.
A report in the Sydney Mail and New South Wales
Advertiser reported,
Entry for the University Football Club (Australasian
Rules) from the University Calendar for 1889

“… the club was only formed on July 7, 1887,
late last year, when other clubs were closing
the season.”

… Three matches were played, but, as the number of members was small, it had to depend in a degree
on the assistance given by the Sydney, East Sydney, Waratah and West Sydney clubs. Members should
go into regular practice in order that they might be prepared to accept an invitation from the Melbourne
University this season.4
Continuing its report on the meeting, the newspaper noted:“The balance sheet was of a satisfactory nature. The report and balance-sheet were adopted.
Letters were received from his Excellency the Governor and Dr. Brownless according their patronage to
the club.
The following office-bearers were elected : Patron, his Excellency the Governor; president, the Chancellor
(Sir William Manning) ; vice-presidents, Dr. Maclaurin and Dr. Brownless ; hon. secretary, Mr. M. M. Ryan;
assistant hon. secretary, Mr. H. Davis; hon. treasurer, Mr. F. E. Wood: committee, Messrs. R. Kidston,
W.J.W. Richardson, Cock, Waters, and T. Challands ; auditors, Messrs. J. P. Leahy and Fitzsimons; delegate
to . the association, Mr. W. J. W. Richardson. ”5
As it turned out this original University football club only survived for two seasons. There was however more
football to come at the University of Sydney.

4
5

Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, 21 April 1888, p. 865
ibid
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Sydney Teacher Training College
Football Club 1909-1912
In 1908 someone from New South Wales wrote a letter to a Tasmanian newspaper extolling the efforts of the then,
Australian (National) Football Council, later the National Football League (a national organisation which was the peak
body for the game in Australia with all states equally represented on it).
In particular the letter went on to explain the effort the Council was doing in spreading the game of Australian football
across the nation as well as in New Zealand and how this was done. It stated that “the great obstacle to be overcome,
of course, is the predominant and apparently lasting popularity of Rugby football (Rugby League had only just been
established) in New South Wales and New Zealand.”
The letter went on to mention the success the game was having in the schools in this state and then turned its attention
to ‘the University.’ The University of Sydney was then the only such institution in NSW.
The letter maintained that one reason the VFL accepted Melbourne University into its competition (1908-14), as a club,
was “in anticipation that inter-university games in Australian football between the Melbourne and Sydney universities
would be hastened.” Certainly and in retrospect this does seem a quaintly improbable reason for such a move.
More interestingly it said that “in the 1908 season, there were 14 students of Sydney University playing with senior
clubs in Sydney so that the university should soon be able to send a good team to Melbourne.”
The letter continued, “the Australian Football Council over the summer of 1907-08 distributed five hundred pounds
($63,300 in today’s money) between the state football bodies in NSW, Western Australia, Queensland, Tasmania and
New Zealand. This money was the balance from a levy made by the Council of 5% of the takings of all Associations
(presumably the state football leagues). The Victorian quota was the largest at three hundred and twenty pounds
($40,500) with NSW receiving two hundred pounds ($25,300), the bulk share of the total funding.”
Although there was no University team in the Sydney competition at this time, there was a team called Training College
which competed in the first grade in the competition between 1909-12. Unfortunately, it came last each season and
apparently with lack of enthusiasm added to its little success it folded.
The Training College was the Sydney Teachers’ College, established in 1906 dedicated to training teachers for NSW
Education Department Schools. Under its Principal, Alexander Mackie, it operated in close cooperation with the
University and a number of its students pursued degrees at the University as part of their preparation as teachers. Not
surprisingly, given the absence of a University side, the Training College club included students from the University in
its teams.
In 1910 a Combined Colleges team played the Fitzroy club at Erskineville Oval as a curtain raiser to a NSW v Geelong
match. Both VFL teams were on a visit to Sydney at that time.
The ‘Combined Colleges’ definitely included some players from the University and was comprised of the following:
Ashton, Barker, Alfred Kiesling, Weiss, Woodward, Edwards, Dennis, Thompson, J Shannon (captain), Michael Mahoney,
Williams, Cunningham, Bennett, Chapman, Osborne, Dyer, Harry Tubman, William Rice.
In the early 1920s, the Training College fielded a team in the reserve grade competition for a few years. The University
itself however did not again field a team in the Sydney competition until 1948.
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Sydney University Australian National Football Club
As noted in the two previous articles the University of Sydney first put its toe in the water of Sydney football in 1887
but it only lasted for a season and a half. It then tailgated on the Teachers’ College team in the early part of the
twentieth century.
In 1935-6 attempts were made to re-establish the Sydney University Australian Football Club but without success. In
April 1936, a notice was published in Honi Soit inviting students to form a club and some football must have been played
at that time as Alan Grozier is recorded as having been awarded a Blue in Australian football.
However, it was 1947 before the club finally reincarnated itself. Even then its entry to the competition was delayed
and it was not until 1948 that it started to play officially. The club got off to a promising start and seemed to have a
number of good players. The club captain, John Marshall, was a former Canberra representative and the coach was Jim
“Bubber” Phelan, a famous name in Sydney football. Len Fulton, a 19-year-old rover was selected in the State team to
play South Fremantle. Tom O’Byrne a centreman from Tasmania was selected to play against Broken Hill in the same
year and in 1949 was State captain. He was in the navy.
The club received recognition within the University and was awarded three Blues in 1948, three in 1949 and three in
1950. The captain, John Marshall, ruckman and later Doctor John Neasey (who had played for the University of Tasmania
and Tom O’Byrne were the recipients in 1948.
The club was soon back in the Intervarsity competition which was held in Sydney in 1949 at which Sydney University
defeated Adelaide University.
The revival was well timed because from 1951 the government commenced to fund fees for sporting institutions at
universities which led to approval by the Sydney University Senate for the improvement of sporting facilities including
the provision of dressing sheds on the ovals for those participating in athletics, rugby union, Australian rules and soccer.
It did not take long before the club established one of its long-standing traditions by playing the same team in first and
reserve grades in 1951 after the annual inter-varsity competition. Although the club lost most of its games that year
and attracted considerable criticism for not being competitive, the most stinging criticism came in the Sunday paper of
3 June 1951 when it was reported that some of the University players engaged in inappropriate conduct because they
wore odd socks and, even worse, one player took the field sockless!
In 1952 it was reported that the post-inter-varsity tradition was fulfilled again when on 9 July 1952 in a match against
South Sydney 13 reserve grade players doubled up in first grade as a number of players had arrived back in Sydney at
noon for the game that afternoon after travelling by train from Adelaide which they had left at 6 PM on Thursday. The
club was in trouble because the team had travelled to Adelaide without having obtained permission from the League,
but the secretary, Ken Ferguson, showed some compassion by indicating that in his view any player who played after
so many hours on a train deserved praise.

The new teams of 1948

1948 saw the introduction of three new clubs into the Sydney competition: Balmain, Sydney University and Western
Suburbs and they are all still there, with the same name. The only change is in Balmain’s colours which changed from
black and white to yellow and black.
Commented [RG2]: IHG - this need clarification otherwise do
include
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The Beard is cleared
“The Beard is cleared.” These words echoed around the small
Australian Football community in Sydney late in the 1964 season.
A bearded John Corbett had signed up with the Sydney University
club and the students desperately wanted him on the field but first
needed John to be cleared from his former Adelaide University
Football Club.
At that time when players from other clubs completed
registration forms to play in Sydney however if a player was from
another club, they also had to fill out separate transfer papers.
These were then sent to the NSW League which forwarded them
onto the state body of the club where the player last played.
The Beard
They were then sent to that player’s association and then finally
to his previous club – all by snail mail. Depending on the attitude
of the officials involved, this could take weeks and the player was not permitted to play during that time and had no
legal option but to sit out and wait.
Of course in Sydney, and quite possibly other leagues around the country, players waiting for clearances would play
illegally and appear on the team sheet under an assumed name. For the clubs with a low profile this did not present
a real problem but if the player began to accumulate best and fairest votes under the false name and then when
cleared, receive votes also under his real name, well …. questions could be asked.
In this case Sydney University could not get a response from John’s former club which led one of its officials, Paul
Muller, to send off a reply paid telegram to Adelaide inquiring about the fate of the clearance. This was an accepted
practice which short circuited the system. In true University style a telegram came back to the league which was
tabled at the then regular Friday night Match and Permit Committee meeting. It read: “BEARD CLEARED”.
Apparently John’s nickname was “The Beard” and the response drew quite a bit of amusement from the normally
sedate and conservative meeting attendees of the day, so much so, that the attached photograph and story about
the incident was published in the Daily Telegraph.
Incidentally, John later played with University of NSW and turned out to be a very effective captain of its side which
was competing in Sydney’s reserve grade. He continued on with the club until he gained his PhD and went to work
in California.
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Personalities
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John Leber
John Leber was a player, umpire and junior organiser who did so
much for football in NSW.
Like so many others, John learned his football when he attended
Gardeners Road Public School between 1933 and 1936. During this
and earlier periods in Sydney there were only three or four public
schools which were sympathetic to Australian Football:
There was Rupert Browne at Gardeners Road, Tas Carroll at
Hurstville Technical School and another at Double Bay School.
Gardeners Road churned out many state and players who went on
to play first grade football in Sydney.
John represented NSW at the All Australian Schoolboys carnival
held in Canberra in 1935 where the NSW team was under the
management of H G (Bunny) Shepherd.

John Leber

When he left school he played with the Rosebery Club in the
Metropolitan Australian National Football Association., which was
virtually a second division in Sydney. Rosebery was quite a strong

club and at the time, coached to its 1938 premiership by Jack Hayes, a local, who had played with Footscray and
only a few years before this coached the St George Club.
Leber then chose to join the very strong Newtown Club where he played both first and reserve grade until 1942 when
he enlisted in the AIF and immediately began playing and umpiring services football. In that year he represented a
combined services team which defeated NSW 16-18 (104) to 13-21 (99) at Trumper Park.
In 1943, whilst undergoing a course in Seymour Victoria, Leber approached the Fitzroy Football Club to ascertain if he
could get a game. The club’s secretary, Perc Mitchell wrote back inviting him to play in the seconds for the club against
Melbourne on August 14. He did play with the Lions but not in the senior side.
Upon his return to civilian life in 1946 John again signed on with Newtown but failed to gain a permanent place in their
very strong outfit. During this time he sustained a severe leg injury, dislocating his knee resulting in medical advice that
should not continue to play football.
Still with a love of the game, John took up umpiring in 1949. He went on to umpire 147 first grade games in Sydney.
Additionally he umpired Illawarra v Williamstown in Wollongong in 1948, Combined Sydney v Newcastle game 1951
and NSWAFL v Broken Hill in 1952, besides the NSW v Tasmania game in 1955. John umpired two Sydney first grade
grand finals and the Society has in its collection his Umpires’ Appointment Card for the 1955 decider between Eastern
Suburbs and North Shore. He was awarded Best Umpire by the Umpires’ Association in 1951 and 1955.
John was one of the founders of Boys Town (Engadine) Football Club as well as the St George Junior Football Association.
He also helped in the formation of the Engadine and Heathcote junior football clubs and umpired school and junior
games in these areas. He coached junior umpires conducting lectures at least twice a week to umpires and junior clubs
in the St George District. He was one of the founders of the now Southern Power Football Club.
In 1958 John Leber was appointed coach of the NSW Under 17 Teal Cup side and the NSW Under 15 Shell Cup teams in
1961 and 1962.
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John Leber’s Umpire’s Appointment Card for 1955 Grand Final

His last game was in the NSW v Tasmania Schoolboys game at Picken Oval in 1973. Together with his NSWAFL games,
John umpired 261 junior matches giving him a total 408 games, certainly a great service to Australian Football.
John worked for Ansett Airlines of Australia where he helped in the movement of state teams from round Australia cooperating with the then League Secretary, Lionel Beale and later General Manager, Russell Hopper. For a period of five
years it was John who arranged for the winner of the Phelan Medal to receive a free airline trip, firstly to Hayman Island
then the Gold Coast in the late 1960s to the early 1970s. As well as all this, John was always only too happy to help
Sydney and other clubs with their end of season trips.
John died in 2012 at the age of 91. He was certainly a great Australian and a great ambassador for our code in Sydney.
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Travels in Country Footy
Paul Daffey, The Totem Poles of Ouyen United: Travels in Country Footy (2019), Melbourne,
Daffey Publications, 2019, pp XIV +416 Paperback ISBN: 9780646804163 ($30 plus $10 postage)

Review by Dr Rodney Gillett

As Paul Daffey demonstrates in his latest book on country football,
The Totem Poles of Ouyen United: Travels in Country Footy, that
sadly, the number of football clubs in country areas are declining,
but this is not a recent phenomenon but an on-going process that
started with the Great Depression of the 1930s.
The recurring theme in Daffey’s book is that the demographics
determine the continuity and sustainability of football in a small
town or district, and a diminishing population, particularly of the
youth, leads to the decline of active football clubs and either their
amalgamation with neighbouring clubs or extinction.
As Daffey show most clubs choose to “bury the hatchet” with a
fierce local rival and agree on a new name, new colours, and
where the new entity will play its games. This is perfectly
illustrated in his case study of footy in the Mallee. In a stunning
example Daffey’s research shows that thirty-two football clubs
have folded into the Ouyen United Football Club.
The same scene is being played out in the southern region of New South
Wales in the farming districts where the Australian game has been preeminent for more than a century.
The most merged club is Coreen Daysdale Hopefield Buraja United (CDHBU) that was formed on the eve of the demise
of the Coreen and District Football League after ninety-nine years of existence in 2007. CDHBU and the remaining
Coreen league clubs then went to play the next season in the neighbouring Hume Football League.
All had started as individual clubs but Hopefield and Burraja had merged as early as 1950 while fierce rivals Coreen and
Daysdale came together in 1995, but the continuing difficulties to field teams led to the amalgamation of both these
clubs in 2006.
CDHBU won the last ever premiership in the Coreen league when they beat the Billabong Crows (a merger of Urana and
Oaklands in 2004). Ironically, this meant that six of the foundation clubs of the competition, albeit in merged entities,
played in the last-ever game in 2007.
Daffey cites many similar cases in the Mallee, that is now down to just three clubs – Ouyen United (Sunraysia league),
Sea Lake-Nandaly Tigers (North Central league), and the Southern Mallee Giants (Wimmera league).
The Mallee is much more than a name of a region, like the Riverina it’s locality and characteristics are captured in the
Australian psychic. It conjures up images of red soil, blue sky, blazing sunsets, and a dry, arid landscape. “It is a tough
place, demanding sweat and toil” (p.35). And so are its people and this is encapsulated in their footballers and their
football grounds.
The boundaries for the Mallee set by the Victorian colonial government in 1883 was “all unalienated crown land in the
north-western district wholly or partly covered with the Mallee plant” (Pickard, 2019). And just as Henry Lawson
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proclaimed that everyone knew where the Riverina was, so do country folk know where the Mallee is, and where its
roots are.
In order to pay homage to the antecedent football clubs of the Ouyen United Football Club the Year 9 students at the
Ouyen P-12 College in 2009 decided to paint totem poles that had been erected at the entrance to the club’s home
ground, Blackburn Park. The students painted nine poles in the colours of the clubs that had folded into one another
over the years to form Ouyen United.
The totem poles provided the inspiration for the title to Daffey’s book and also the stunning cover designed by Megan
Ellis based on a painting by Swan Hill dentist John Harrison.
Paul Daffey stated at the outset that the main purpose of the book was to focus on football in the Mallee in order to
provide a snapshoot of footy in the country. What is occurring in the Mallee is being replicated in country areas all
around Australia but his story reveals that has been on-going for decades in line with the rural-urban drift.
The book also includes chapters about Daffey’s travels in country footy taking in Wedderburn in the North Central
League, the old gold-mining town of Inglewood, Boolara in the Strzelecki Ranges in Gippsland, Horsham in the Wimmera
and the Mornington Penisula. The chapter on the Pines v Sorrento grand final is highly captivating and the match report
exhibits Daffey’s exquisite writing skills and social insights into the game.
The Appendices are most comprehensive and in addition to detailing all the statistical history of football in the Mallee
there is a review of the season for country leagues in Victoria and southern NSW.
An added feature is a list of all the players that have played in six or more premierships since WW II. Brad Hartigan, who
has played an “unfeasible” number of premierships – twelve for the Horsham Demons in the Wimmera Football League
– is the subject of the final chapter.
There are three players from the Riverina on the list who have played in ten premierships: Stephen Clarke (Osborne
1991-92, 1998-2001, 2005; Albury 1995-97), Darren Howard (Osborne 1991-92, 1994,1998-2001, 2005-06; Albury
1995),and Gerald Pieper (Wagga Tigers 1977-78, 1980-81, 1985, 1993-95, 1997-98)
Other multiple premiership winners are Anthony Armstrong (Mangoplah-Cookardinia United & Osborne) 9, Hayden
Gleeson (Osborne) 9, Brad Aitken (Collingullie) 8, Len Brill (Ganmain) 8, Bill Carroll (Ganmain) 8, John “Digger” Carroll
(Ganmain) 8, Matt Fowler (Albury & Thurgoona) 8, Joel Mackie (Jindera & Albury) 8, Christen McPherson (GanmainGrong Grong-Matong) 8, Steven Priest (Wagga Tigers) 8, Steven Schultz (Culcairn & Wagga Tigers 8, and Tim Robb (North
Albury, Wagga Tigers & Collingullie) 8.
As Daffey says in the opening chapter he has a penchant for writing about local footy – amateur football, suburban
football, but the best stories are in the country.

To buy a copy of the book email pauldaffey27@gmail.com with your address and he’ll email the bank details.
Books are $30 per book plus $10 postage.
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Aboriginal People and Footy in the Nineteenth Century
Roy Hay, Aboriginal People and Australian Football in the Nineteenth Century: They Did Not Come
from Nowhere, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 2PA, UK, 2019. ISBN:
9781527526488 Hardback, A5, 315 pages, illustrated. (RRP £64.99. Paperback $39.95).

Review by Dr Rodney Gillett

Roy Hay’s Aboriginal Football in the Nineteenth Century: They Did
Not Come From Nowhere clearly shows that that there is no direct
evidence that the game of Australian Football was derived from the
Aboriginal game, marngrook.
There is a fundamental problem with the view that Tom Wills, one
of the four members of the Melbourne Cricket Club that devised the
original rules for the game in 1859, was influenced by marngrook.
This is because there is no contemporary evidence that Wills saw
Aborigines playing marngrook; there is no record of it in his or his
family’s correspondence or in published sources about Wills at that
time.
On the contrary, Wills advocated the adoption of the rugby rules
that he had played under at the Rugby School in England to his
fellow MCC committee members (J.B. Thompson, William
Hammersley and Thomas Smith) at the meeting but it was rejected
as they were not commonly understood. The rules drafted were an
amalagam of the rules for football games played in England during
this period.
Hay argues that Wills’s role in the origins of the game have been
overestimated largely as a result of an early history of the game in The Footballer (1876) that unduly attributed credit
to Wills and his cousin H.C. Harrison for devising the game. A myth that continues to this very day.
Hay elects to focus less on finding a link between the games that the indigenous people played and the origins of
Australian football in Melbourne, but to develop “the stories of those who saw the white men play their strange game.”
This outstanding scholarly work shows that Aboriginal footballers have had a profound influence on the game of
Australian football and have shaped the game and the way it is played. This has not just been in the major competitions,
particularly in recent years, but also in the country leagues around the nation.
Hay suggests that the first Aboriginal players of the new code learnt how to play to a high standard in the latter part of
the nineteenth century and were ready to take their place in senior teams. The problem was that these richly talented
indigenous footballers were trapped within the confines of the isolated missions in rural areas to which they had been
consigned in the late 1860s by the colonial authorities. Thus, they could not participate as fully as they might otherwise
have been able to in the emerging elite teams of metropolitan Melbourne and country towns.
Much of this book details the stories of notable indigenous footballers living on these seven missions across the colony,
namely, Coranderrk, Framlingham, Lake Condah, Ebenezer, Lake Tyers and Ramahyuck, and Cummeragunja (situated
on the NSW side of the Murray River near Echuca).
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These aboriginal missions were described in contemporary newspapers as “crucibles of athletic achievement” –
Cummeragunja in particular. Despite their undoubted talent, these Indigenous athletes were rarely accepted into elite
football clubs across the colony. Framlingham’s ‘Pompey’ Austin’s appearance in the Geelong team in 1872 was an
aberration; far more common was the refusal by football’s governing authority to allow them to play such as the case
of Dick Rowan from Coranderrk to play for South Melbourne.
In the case of Cummeragunja the football officials penalized the whole team because it was too good. It was the winner
of the premiership in 1921 (quite possibly with Sir Doug Nicholls in the team before he went to play in the VFL) and it
was excluded from the local league as a result. After winning the Western and Moira Riding League (now the Picola
District Football League) five times out of six between 1927 and 1932, the club was restricted so that no players over
the age of 25 were allowed to play.
Hay’s research is mostly based on his reading of relevant local Australian newspapers that have digitized through the
Trove program, a government-sponsored project that has seen many thousands of pages of colonial newspapers made
available through trove.nla.gov.au He also made extensive use of the reports of the Board for the Protection of
Aborigines in Victoria.
Hay has complemented the story with remarkable visual material, including a host of team photographs of country
clubs in which white and dark faces feature at ease with each other.
Of interest to this reviewer is the Dimboola premiership team of 1928 that includes aboriginal players, Alf Marks and
star centre half-forward A. Taylor, alongside my grandfather, Mick Gillett.
The Cummeragunja team photo of the mid-1920s, is all-aboriginal, and while it does not feature Doug Nicholls, it is a
roll-call of names still prominent in football in the local area including the Rumbalara aboriginal team based in
Shepparton but over the years, Kyabram, Nathalia, Lemnos, Mooroopna, and Echuca. Players named Atkinson, Briggs,
Charles, Jackson, Whyman, Morgan, Nelson, and Walker all feature; the former Carlton star Andrew Walker has
continued the tradition and now coaches Echuca in the Goulburn Valley League.
Aboriginal People and Australian Football in the Nineteenth Century is an ambitious project. It covers a lot of territory
but in doing so, Roy Hay has considerably enhanced the knowledge and widened the perspective of the origins of the
Australian football and the role and influence of Aboriginals on the game. He has handled the complex issues with great
respect and strong admiration for his subjects. His work exhibits deep empirical research and well-considered
historiography – he challenges the proponents of marngrook as a major influence on the origins of football to do the
research and provide the hard evidence to show that it is “more than a seductive myth”.

To buy a paperback copy of the book email roy@sesasport.com.au. Books are $39.95.
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