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BARASSI CLUB 
Since our last communication one Barassi Club Function has been held, and 
quite successfully too. 
 
One is now being planned for the Central Coast on Friday, August 23 for lunch 
on the Central Coast.  Details and speakers are still being arranged but it  
should be another good turnout.  You might be quite surprised at the guest 
speakers they are talking about.  If you missed the last one, DONT miss this. 
 
FINALS 
The only venue for this year's final five play-offs is the preliminary final which will be 
held at Adelaide Street Tumbi Umbi, regardless of the clubs competing.  This 
decision was taken because Newcastle No. 1 is being used by other codes on both 
September 7 and 8th. 
 
HUNTER REGIONAL BOARD 
Now we're not too sure what the Hunter Regional Board did or does but there 
is a move to officially disband it and have the BDAFL and the two junior 
competitions come under the Sydney Regional Board.  Now what this will do 
for us, we're not sure but the BDAFL Board will be meeting with officials from 
the Sydney Regional Board shortly to discuss the situation. 
 
ON FIELD STAFF 
There are still problems with the uniform of trainers and water carriers on field. 
 
The General Manager is now issuing fines for those clubs who have their on-field 
staff dress out of uniform.  For god's sake, lets get away from jeans, dirty old trackies 
and board shorts. 
 
Runners, water carriers and trainers MUST wear black shorts - not board shorts or 
shorts with stripes - just plain black!  If you cant get hold of shorts and need some, 
give the General Manager a call. 
 
VISION AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
The BDAFL Board has taken on as one of it's powers to look at the future and 
prepare a document exactly where the league should be heading in coming 
years.  Areas they will look at include: 

• New clubs 

• Current clubs 

• Formal ties with junior bodies 

• Administration 

• Promotion and Publicity. 
If you have any suggestions, please send them to bdafl@bigpond.com 
 
LEAGUE'S SPORTING PULSE WEBSITE A BIG 'HIT' 
The BDAFL now has their player and club information channelled through a sports 
administration program called Sportingpulse.  As soon as our games finish and the 
results are communicated, these details are updated which then provides immediate 
ladders, goalkickers, player stats and all sorts of other information.  Just register 
yourself with the site at http://www.sportingpulse.com.au/ and you can benefit from 
the information which includes a weekly reminder email telling you when your game 
is being played!!!  Currently 234 people get these reminders. 
 
We have been informed that since joining SportingPulse the site has had 47,000 
page impressions.  Since April 1, 2002 - 42,736 June 2002 - 11860 Since July 1, 
2002 - 7377.  Now thats some interest eh? 
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NEW LIGHTS? 
Both Warners Bay and Wyong-Lakes Clubs have submitted applications under 
the State Government's Capital Assistance Scheme for the upgrading of their 
field lighting.  A visit to their friendly local member explaining the project 
would do not harm either.  The league encourages all clubs to look at areas 
they can upgrade their facilities under this annual grants system.  
 
Members of parliament are quite receptive to approaches from sporting groups 
and club personnel would be well advised not to forget their opportunities. 
 
LEAGUE'S MAJOR SPONSOR 
The BDAFL's major sponsor is T H Drake and Associates, Solicitors 
from Long Jetty on the Central Coast.  This company also owns 
Affordable Conveyancing Services which offers a very cheap deal 
when buying or selling real estate.  If you know someone who might be in the throws 
of purchasing or offloading a house or so, let them know about this firm. 
 
LEAGUE PRESENTATION FUNCTION 
Last year the BDAFL held their presentation function at the Swansea RSL on a 
Sunday.  At first their was some discord about the day but most will agree that 
it was an outstanding success. 
 
This year the Presentation will again take place on a Sunday - 8 September at 
the Swansea RSL.  All trophies and awards will be presented on the day and 
those players who represented the league against the Australian Defence 
Force will receive their representative jumpers.  The players MUST attend to be 
presented with the jumper or it will be forfeited. 
 
CHAIRMAN TO STEP DOWN 
BDAFL president, Chris Arnold has announced that he will not be seeking re-election 
next year and the Board are now looking for a replacement.  Chris was an extremely 
prominent figure in the formation of the league and was there from day one.  He is a 
life member of the West Newcastle-Wallsend club, coached Wallsend and Cardiff.  In 
2001 Chris received the Australian Sports Medal for his services to sport. 
 
His shoes will be difficult to fill and the Board will be looking to someone with vision, 
knowledge of the game, a good business sense and an ability to interact with people. 
 
PROFESSIONAL OR NOT PROFESSIONAL?  
One of the things the Board has really endeavoured to do is make our football 
more professional.  A step up and away from the days of the NAFL or CCAFL.   
 
In some circumstances the anticipated response hasn't been there and officials 
from some clubs see it as an imposition that they have to try harder to present 
their club/teams/personnel in a much improved and different light. 
 
And yes it will take more effort from people to make it happen RIGHT.  But if 
that effort doesn't come occur and if club officials don't encourage that 
metamorphous then the media and thus the general public will look upon the 
league and our game as the same group of morons who were running it 10 
years ago.  Just look at the response the BDAFL gets in the Newcastle Herald 
of a Monday Morning compared to local rugby union, league or soccer and ask 
yourself why. 
 
We have a great commodity working here but it takes everyone to play their 
part, particularly as visionaries. 


