
'Cinderella' 
plans to be 
a big noise! 

From a Special Correspondent 

Poker machines, top-line entertainers, darts, 
carpet bowls and foaming glasses of beer have 
one thing in common - they are working 
together to get Cinderella to the ball. 
CINDERELLA? Australian Football in New South Wales, 
which for years has battled stoutly to stay alive in the 
stronghold of Rugby. · 

THE BALL? Competition against the top sides ••. and that 
means the giants - Victoria, South Australia and 
Western Australia. 

It is true that the ball won't be this year, next year or even 
in a few years, but the administrators of the game in 
New South Wales are determined that some day they will 
reach their goal. 
The poker machines, entertainers, darts, carpet bowls and beer 
can be found at the social club of the Western Suburbs 
Australian Rules team in Sydney. 
They combine with the many other things which make 
people want to become members of a social club. At the 
Western Suburbs club the money the members spend 
goes towards helping Australian Football. 
The other seven clubs in the Sydney First Grade competition 
have either applied or begun moves to form their own 
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social clubs, from which they believe will flow the money 
to build up the game in New South Wales. 
But the strengthening of the code does not end with the 
formation of social clubs. Improved administration, tougher 
competition and the fostering of junior players also are part 
of a plan to put New South Wales on the 
Australian Football "map". 
These are the various stages of the plan: 
This year the First Grade competition in Sydney was reduced 
from 10 to eight teams. Two teams dropped back into 
Reserve Grade leaving Western Suburbs, Newtown, 
St. George, North Shore, Eastern Suburbs, Southern Districts, 
Balmain and Sydney Naval in First Grade. 
The four first named teams are far ahead of the rest on the 
competition table, but officials are confident that the 
standard of the lower teams eventually will improve and the 

. gap between the top sides and the other teams in First Grade 
narrowed. 
The officials are working to restore the number of teams in 
First Grade to 10. At present in Sydney there are 
First Grade, Reserve Grade and Third Grade competitions 
as well as a Second Division. 
The Second Division is stage two of the plan. 
Most of the Second Division teams are in outer, fast developing 
suburbs and officials see these teams as a pool from which 
First Grade sides can draw players. 
Some of the Second Division teams are making such good 
progress that they soon could be strong enough to be 
promoted to First Grade. 
The President of the New South Wales Australian Rules 
League, Mr. Bill Hart, explained the administration's aims: 
'Australian Football in New South Wales is not seeking 
converts from Rugby or Soccer. In past years when teams from 
Melbourne have played at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
an average of 23,000 people have gone along to see them. 
'We are seeking to interest all those people in watching 
the Sydney competition as well as attracting the young people, 
especially in the outer suburbs, who have. not yet formed 
an allegiance to any particular code, to play and watch 
Australian Football'. 
Bill, a big man who played in the ruck for both St. George 
and Western Suburbs, cited an outstanding example 
of the way young men can be attracted to the game. 
'Two years ago a group of enthusiasts on the North Shore 
formed a Junior League. Australian Football was not played 




