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Editorial 
Welcome to this, the second edition of Time On. 
 
The role of the NSW Australian Football History Society is to research, gather, document, catalogue and 
arrange for the safe keeping, of objects and items of significant interest to the history of Australian Football in 
NSW and most particularly in Sydney and to disseminate information about the history of the game in this 
state.   
 
One of the ways we share information about items in the collection and disseminate interesting aspects of 
footballing history is through stories and articles published on our website.  The Committee has now agreed 
that it would be useful to gather together some of these in an annual journal for distribution to members of 
the Society.  Hence our annual journal, Time On.   
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John Hardy 
John Hardy was a diminutive dynamo who was involved with the North Shore Club as a player 
and official and a foundation member of the North Shore Junior Australian Football 
Association. 
 
John was a familiar figure in Sydney football in the 1950s and 60s.  He came from Melbourne 
where his father, Charlie Hardy (photographed left) was firstly a long term player with North 
Melbourne in their VFA days, then switched to Essendon in 1921 aged 34, the oldest player to 
make a debut in VFL.   
 
Charlie Hardy was so good; he was chosen to represent the VFL at Perth in the same year.  He 

played for the Bombers until 1935 and is recognized as the oldest player, along with Dustin Fletcher, to play at 
Essendon.  He then coached Coburg to two premierships in the VFA then switching back to Essendon as non-
playing coach for three years before crossing the St Kilda for two seasons in the same role. 
Charlie Hardy 
 
So John had a pretty good pedigree. 
 
He was born at Essendon and so wanted to follow in the steps of his famous father.  After lower school 
education at Essendon he went to St Kevin’s at Toorak then to Melbourne University where he played with Uni 
Blacks.  An avid sportsman he was devastated when he broke a leg but the injury gave him more time to 
concentrate on his studies and he finished uni with a Bachelor of Science degree immediately gaining a 
position with a leading industrial firm in Melbourne. 
 
By this time his dad was coaching Carlton 2nds, and justifiably so, John got a run.  He won a few trophies but 
selectors were reluctant to choose him in the firsts, so much so that he almost had a mortgage on the 19th 
man spot – there was only one reserve in those days, no interchange.  He is credited with eight games but in 
actual fact only played in one ‘run-on’ senior team. 
 
John was transferred to Sydney and signed on with the North Shore Club in 1950.  He 
won the club’s best and fairest 1950-52 and the Phelan Medal (League B & F) in 1951 
with a massive 34 votes.  John also represented.  He played for NSW in 1950, 52 & 54 
and Sydney in 1950-51 and is photographed on the right in the old North Shore FC 
jumper design. 
 
Hardy became ensconced in football.  He coached Norths in 1952 and 1954 and was 
captain in 1952, 54 & 55.  Then he took on the presidency from 1959-64 and after 
which he set about establishing the North Shore Junior Association, a task which took 
up so much time that it almost cost him his job. 
 
Hardy not only worked for footy in and around the game he was also the ABC 
television’s Sydney football reporter in the late 1960s. 
                                                                                                                                                                              John Hardy 
He died in Sydney in 1998. He is one football person who officials could consider adding to the Sydney AFL Hall 
of Fame. 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/john-hardy-2
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Dally Messenger 
In 1914 the Australian National Football Council, (ANFC) which was the head body 
for football throughout the country, a roll now absorbed by the AFL, held their three 
yearly all-states national championships in Sydney. 
 
Prior to this the 1911 carnival was held in Adelaide, and the 1908, on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of the game (founded in 1858), the championships were in 
Melbourne. 
 
Football was being re-established in Sydney at the time and besides having the NSW 
FL president, Albert Nash, as the Vice President of the ANFC, the game owned a 
former racecourse at North Botany, now Alexandria, where they played all their 
major matches. 
 
Nash pushed for the carnival to be held on his home turf for two reasons:  firstly, to 
promote the code and secondly, to raise some funds from the championships to 
help pay off the growing debt the ground was creating. 
 

All states participated but unfortunately the series proved to be a flop, mainly because the First World War 
was announced almost on the same day as the carnival opened!  The public were very apprehensive and 
certainly not in the mood for football.  To make matters worse for the locals, NSW captain and ex-St Kilda 
player, Ralph Robertson, enlisted in the army even before the carnival ended. 
 
Nevertheless this sets the scene for a subsequent kicking competition. 
 
Selected players from each state were nominated to compete in a preliminary round held at half time between 
the NSW v Tasmania match on 8 August.  South Australia’s Henry Limb won which gave him the right to meet 
the rugby league immortal, Herbert (Dally) Messenger, in a kick-off the following week. 
 
At 31 Messenger was said to be a corner-stone in the formation of rugby league.  It is his defection as a star 
player in the rugby union ranks that galvanised rugby league in their first year of 1908 and encouraged more to 
swap their allegiances from the amateur ranks. 
 
Messenger was no stranger to Australian football.  He spent some of his early youth in Melbourne living with a 
relative where he played the game and later turned out with the Paddington Club in the war torn Sydney 
competition after his time with rugby had finished. 
 
He was a prolific kick and because the competition was held in Sydney, ANFC officials thought it appropriate 
and beneficial to their interests to see him involved in the final kick-off. 
 
A player from each state was selected for the preliminary round.  They were each given three kicks, two from 
each side and 40m from the goal and the other from the 50m mark dead in front.  The winner was to receive a 
gold medal donated by media mogul of the day, Mr (later Sir) Hugh R Hugh Denison, Patron of the NSW 
Football League. 

 
Messenger won the goalkicking competition; booting two out of three to Limb’s none.  He 
was then pitted against Victorian football legend, St Kilda’s Dave McNamara.  McNamara, 
a member of the Victorian team, was keen to see how he would fare against his rugby 
league opponent because he too was recognized as a renowned kicker of the ball. 
 
This special competition virtually came down to a contest between two codes of football. 
On the one hand was Messenger a champion rugby league player and wonderful point 
scorer in his code.  And the other was McNamara, a tall, 27 year old country boy who had 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/1914-Dally-Messenger.jpg�
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made his mark in the Victorian Football League who then switched to play in the VFA only to be lured back to 
the Saints for the 1914 season. 
 
Both used place kicks but it was MacNamara who triumphed.  He booted the ball almost 62 metres in his first 
kick, then kicked the ball over 70 metres on the full in his next attempt, a feat which Messenger could not 
better.  So the twenty pounds ($40) prize went to MacNamara, who several years later was recorded as kicking 
a ball over 85 metres. 
 
At the end of the carnival a number of ornate and elaborate timber collages (shown below) incorporating 
photographs of all players and officials in the carnival were assembled and presented to each state.  These 
measured 1800 x 1200mm and some are still in existence in certain states, unfortunately not in NSW. 
 
Slap bang in the middle of the 1914 collage and as due recognition for his feat winning the goalkicking 
competition, is a photograph of Dally Messenger.  Certainly extra-ordinary to find such a rugby league great 
recognized in the highly prized annuals of Australian football. 
 
(image removed for online display) 
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Reg Garvin 

Ever heard the name, Reg Garvin? 
 
I would imagine not many have other than those who might be an absolute footy 
follower and a St Kilda one at that. 
 
Reg was born in Erskineville, Sydney in 1912 and lived with his painter father Bill and 
his mother Maud, firstly in Park Street then at 43 Malcolm Street.  He attended 
Erskineville public school and as a boy, played soccer. 

          Reg Garvin 
 
During his mid-teens his mates talked him into having a try at Australian football and gradually he worked his 
way up the ranks in the local strong Newtown club, not that there were many ranks in those days.  He was a 
great kick, particularly in bare feet and was recognized as having very large hands.  It wasn’t long before the 
selectors chose him in first grade. 
 
Someone saw some value in him because in his second year of senior football, Reg was selected to represent 
NSW in the 1933 All-States 10 day carnival played at the Sydney Cricket Ground.  Reg was 20 and described as 
6 foot (1.83m), 12st 12lb (81.5kg), half back come follower. He was described as “young and powerful”.  This 
was the beginning of his representative career and it started in his home state. Here is his record for NSW: 
 

YEAR OPPOSITION Venue BEST? 
1933   VFL Sydney  
1933   Canberra Sydney Yes 
1933   Western Australia Sydney Yes 
1934   Queensland Brisbane Yes 
1934   Queensland Brisbane Yes 
1934   Queensland Sydney Yes – vcapt 
1935   VAFA Sydney Yes 
1935   Queensland Brisbane Yes 
1935   Queensland Sydney Yes 
1936   Nth Broken Hill FC Sydney Yes 

  
In 1936 he was not part of the NSW team that travelled to Adelaide to compete in 
the national amateur football carnival however did play a major part in Combined 
Sydney’s game against the North Broken Hill Football Club, a match the 
Sydneysiders lost.  In the same year, Garvin won the Phelan Medal (Sydney AFL B 
& F), then known as the Provan Trophy.  Photograph on the left, with thanks to the 
State Library of NSW, shows Garvin marking over his Western Australian opponent 
at the SCG in 1933. 

 
In 1937 Garvin went off to Melbourne to try out with St Kilda.  Maybe his choice of clubs was influenced by 
two of his Newtown team mates, Charlie Guyer and Stan Lloyd who, only a few seasons previous, had moved 
south to play with the Saints.  Lloyd captained St Kilda in 1940. 
 
Reg must have made an impact because he was selected in their round 1 team against Fitzroy where they 
recorded a seven point win.  He played his last game with the side when he was 33 years of age. 
 
Apart from injury, he was chosen in nearly every St Kilda team until early 1946, playing 130 games and booting 
33 goals.  Garvin did not serve in the military during WWII; he had earlier joined the Victorian Fire Brigade, an 
emergency service that exempted him from military service. 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/reg-garvin
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He captained and coached the Saints in 1942-43, with the unenviable record of winning seven from 24 games 
and one draw.  He was fourth in the 1941 Brownlow Medal and won his club’s best and fairest award in 1941 
and 1944.   
 
In 1947 after first training with VFA clubs, Brighton and Coburg he eventually transferred to Prahran,  firstly,  
as a player, then in 1948 as captain-coach until 1949 when he returned to the Saints to coach their seconds. 
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1884 Tour of Queensland 
Just four years after the game was introduced into Sydney, the NSW Football Association took the bold step of 
an 18 day tour of Queensland.   

Sydney officials pondered over their decision but because their northern neighbours offered to pay all 
expenses, which was normal for the time, they agreed. 
 

The offer was an attractive one and the contingent was made up of twenty five 
players and “one visitor.” 
 
Australian football in Sydney commenced in 1880 with the formation of the 
Association, shortly after the Sydney and East Sydney clubs were founded.  By 1884 
four clubs were competing but this was in the face of rugby which by this stage had 
fifty odd clubs spread across NSW. 
 
Of the four clubs, three were senior clubs and it was from these that the 
representative team was mostly chosen.  George Crisp, recognized as the founder of 
the game in Sydney, was appointed captain. 

         Edward Weller 
 
Queenslanders’’ attitude towards football was generic.  It appeared most clubs played football under both 
Australian and Rugby rules, although early, the preference appeared to be towards the Australian game. 
 
The NSW contingent was comprised of: Edward Weller (Manager – pictured), R B Sibley, William Butler, J 
Fitzpatrick, George O’Neill, William Goer, Charles Dew, Robert Grainger, Arthur McHarg, Samuel W Kirke, 
James B Tooher, Harry T Williams, Walter C Marshall, George A Crisp, James M Conroy, Robert Buchan, Henry 
Wren, Charles Hardie, Claude Fletcher, Hugh A Munro, W H Parkinson, J McGuigan, George Jones, Michael 
Sullivan, George Bailey and William Battye. 
 
Wren and Hardie were selected from Wagga.  It must have been a top effort for all of these men to make the 
trip which covered a period of 18 days.  This was when a six day working week was the norm.   As to how they 
managed to be away for this period of time is baffling, given there was no annual leave.  Several players 
chosen did not make the trip and were replaced. 
 
Because the northern rail line had not been connected, travel to Brisbane was by way of steamer in which the 
contingent travelled ‘saloon’ class. 
 
They were met upon their arrival by a considerable number of the local football fraternity and quickly whisked 
away to their place of residence where their marvellous period of hospitality began. 
 
Their first game was against Queensland.  Like Sydney, the number of players Queensland could select from 
was limited and several who claimed a rugby background were included.  NSW won the encounter. 
In all they played seven matches: 
 Note: 

Behinds were recorded in scores but not counted in the total.  Goals had the value of 1 point. 
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To play the Combined Darling Downs game, the team left Brisbane on the 6:00am Monday train for the 132km 
trip to Toowoomba.  The government set aside a special carriage for the team in their six hour journey.  A very 
large crowd met them at the station when the train arrived a little late. 
 
Again, the level of hospitality shown the visiting group was astounding.  That given in Brisbane was extra 
ordinary, but in Toowoomba, and later Ipswich, a half holiday was declared in honour of the visit.  They stayed 
at the Phillips Hotel, in fact, one of the largest in the district, where a special luncheon was provided and 
presided over by the Mayor and Speaker in the Queensland Legislative Assembly, the Hon. William H Groom.   

 
The team was defeated in their final 
game against Queensland, 3.7 to 2.9 
but they were not without their 
chances.  The crowd estimated at 2000 
burst into thunderous applause at the 
conclusion of the game and the 
Queensland captain Kelly was chaired 
from the ground. 
 
Then on Monday 1 September, a ball 
was held in the team’s honour.  It was 
held at the Albert Hall with merriment 
continuing until 4:00am. 
 
The following day they played a game 
of social cricket against the Trimble 
Brothers at the Reading Club in 
Brisbane.  In the evening, the team was 
afforded a dinner hosted by Mr H W 
Sizer of the Globe Hotel.  The team left 
by steamer for Sydney the next day. 
 
Then upon their return to Sydney an 
official reception was extended to them 
at the Cambridge Club Hotel in Oxford 
Street.  There, George Crisp spoke in 
glowing terms of the hospitality the 
team received in Queensland. 
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North Shore FC Returns with a Premiership 
 

In 1915 the manpower effects of World War I forced the North Shore club to go into 
recess and they did not return until 1921. The club went straight into first grade and 
won the premiership. 
 
There was no bridge in 1921 and the north shore of Sydney was separated by the 
harbour and, of course, it was more difficult for the movement of people to and from, 
although it was not then considered a huge impediment. 
 
It was in this year that the club was resurrected.  Full of enthusiasm, the club nominated 
teams in both the first and third (Under 18) grade (junior) competitions.  The latter 
failed to materialise.  In a strip of maroon and blue they played at North Sydney Oval, 
No. 2, now known as St Leonards Park. 
 

           Paddy Shea 
 
Norths appointed Paddy Shea, (image above), a former Essendon player 1908-18 and before that, Fitzroy, as 
their coach.  His appointment no doubt influenced Tom Fitzmaurice a 23 year old also from the Essendon Club 
to join the team after being transferred to Sydney in his job as a bank teller. 
 
Fitzmaurice was a giant of a man for football of those days.  He stood 192cm and 
weighed in at 96kgs playing mainly in the ruck.  
 
He won Essendon’s B & F in 1922-3-4 transferred to Geelong in 1925 coaching them 
in 1928 before transferring to suburban football.  In 1932 he returned to the VFL in 
1932 to play with North Melbourne until 1935.  He was coach in 1934. 
 
Tom represented Victoria on 12 occasions and NSW twice, once as captain against 
Victoria in early August 1921 where he was awarded best on the ground.   
Fitzmaurice was selected in Essendon’s team of the century and inducted into the AFL 
Hall of Fame in 1996.  This fellow was a true champion.        Tom Fitzmaurice 
 
During this period North Shore was actually called North Sydney.  It was first referred to as this name in 1913 
then following the recess, continued with that name 1921-25.  It was because of ‘District Football’. 
 
Shea and Fitzmaurice weren’t the only ex VFL players to play for Norths in this year.  There was Les Charge, ex 
South Melbourne., Herb Friend ex Melbourne and St Kilda, Gerald Ryan ex-South Melbourne, Bryan Rush ex-
Collingwood and the club’s captain, Des Baird who had played with South Melbourne and St Kilda.  One player, 
McGrath, had played in the Essendon Association team in the VFA. 
 
The team lost only two games in 1921 and went into the finals firm favourites. They won the final (there were 
no grand finals then as we know them) 10.8 (68) to Newtown’s 7.12 (54) at Erskineville Oval on 10 September. 
 
The North Sydney premiership team was composed of: 
 

Des Baird (capt.) Les Charge Tom Fitzmaurice 
Dunlop McGrath Herb Friend 
Somerland W Castles Frank Cohen 
E King G Quinn B Castles 
Bryan Rush G Bingham T Leroyd 
Gerrard Ryan W McLaughlin John Erskine 
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1921 Ladder:- 

Team P W L D Bye For Agst Pts 
*North Sydney 11 9 2 - 2 887 526 44 
Railway 12 8 3 1 2 785 530 42 
*Paddington 11 7 4 - 2 631 548 36 
Newtown 12 6 5 1 2 692 605 34 
East Sydney 12 6 6 - 2 814 650 32 
Sydney 12 3 9 - 2 484 831 20 
Balmain 12 1 11 - 2 482 645 12 

*Match unplayed    
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Football in Sydney during WWI 
War severely affected football in Australia and in particular Sydney. 
 
This is a brief overview of the game in Sydney and the times during WWI. 
 
The First World War was declared on 4 August 1914.  That week, representatives from all 
states had gathered in Sydney to compete in a National Carnival on the SCG which was opened 

the following day.  All the focus was on the war – and football took a back seat. 
 
NSW captain, Ralph Robertson, (pictured right) who at 32 won the medal for the best 
player in the NSW team, signed on in the army before the carnival had been 
completed.  In fact, he did not play in the final game against Western Australia on 15 
August, leaving four days later with the Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary 
Force (AN&MEF) on the troop ship, HMAS Berrima, for New Guinea. 
 
For the first few days nothing was spoken of but the war and its consequences to the 
Empire.  This had a depressing impact on the attendance at the Carnival games. 
However, notwithstanding its effect on the sport-loving public and the fact that the 
Rugby League played their club matches next door on the showground while the 
Rugby Union played against the All Blacks on the adjoining Sports Ground, there was a fair attendance of the 
lovers of the national game on several days of the Carnival where some excellent football was played. 
By 20 August 10,000 men had enlisted in Sydney and this number increased to 52,561 by December. In July 
and August 1915 alone, 62,289 men had joined the AIF from throughout Australia. 
 
Employers panicked when war was announced.  Prices rose rapidly with the expectation of shortages.  
Wholesale grocers in NSW, for example, raised prices of imported commodities from between 7½ to 20 
percent during August alone. 
 
Added to this, between 10-31 August unemployment in NSW rose from 13,500 to 29,313 and although these 
are official figures, it is likely that they underestimated the true picture.  Other workers were placed on part 
time work instead of being dismissed. 
 
Because the league could not lease more enclosed grounds, i.e. the Australian Football Ground (AFG) at North 
Botany (now Alexandria) & SCG No. 2, being the only ones, it was resolved to play matches on Moore Park.  
This was met with approval from some older members of the league saying that the game should never have 
moved away from the “Park”  (at the south-east corner Cleveland & South Dowling Streets) 
 
By mid May 1915, it was estimated that 1,500 players of Australian Football from NSW had gone to the front. 
 
Because of the war, it was reckoned that only Peter Barry, Les Bignell, George Davenport and E. Stevens, all 
from South Sydney’s premiership team the previous year, would be available in 1915. 
 
During that season 46 interstate clearances passed through the league and 1,340 players were registered in 
first, second and schools. 
 
But for the war, league secretary Jim Phelan wrote, Australian football would have been unable to continue in 
Sydney because of the loss of the players to the front.  However, the movement of interstate players through 
the city enabled clubs and even the umpiring ranks, to supplement their numbers. 
 
The East Sydney Club reported by early May 1915, that 30 of their players had enlisted while Newtown had 14 
at the front. It was around this time that the North Shore club announced that because of lack of numbers, 
they were withdrawing from the competition. 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/football-in-sydney-during-wwi
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All this came at a time when the league was in turmoil.  They had a nine thousand pound ($18,000 and 
calculated using the RBA’s inflation calculator at today’s rates, $846,367.35 ) debt over their heads with the 
responsibility of repayments of a loan for the purchase of the AFG at North Botany.  The trustees subsequently 
agreed to assume this responsibility which then allowed the newly elected administrators in 1915,  to get on 
with running the game. 
 
In March 1916 the NSW league wrote “Through the want of proper organisation on the part of some of the 
clubs, and recognition of the duty owed the League in this important matter, your Committee regret that no 
complete list of players at the front or in preparatory training camps has up to the present been prepared.  
Even with the incomplete figures to hand it is safe to assert that 50%  of players of 1914 have responded to the 
call.  From lists to hand and other sources it is known that the Southern portion of the state has contributed a 
large quota of players. 
 
When Country and Metropolitan returns are finalised it is estimated that over 1500 players have gone to take 
part in the greatest game the world has yet witnessed. 
 
Newtown Club’s Honour List 
J. Ashton, W H Bolan, F G Barnett, H Brooks, M Caffyn, A A Ellis, Eason, J. Furlong, C. Holliday, H P Hortin, H, 
Jarman, N. Jeffreys, F. Meadows, H. Miller, J H Munro, J. McTaggart, C. Pearson, A D S Provan, V Provan. K. 
Probert, N. Squires, F. Squires, G H Sanders, R Sharp, B. Swindell, J.Walker, R. Weiss, R. Whidden. 
The Annual report also suggested the erection of a memorial tablet in honour of those who had fallen.  This 
did not come to pass. 
 
Phelan later wrote “In that fateful year, 1915, the spirit which gave birth to the word, ‘ANZAC’ was evidenced 
by the few enthusiastic followers of the game in Sydney who were faced with untold difficulties, unknown to 
the majority of present day followers of the game, kept the six-starred flag of Australian Football flying.  With a 
heritage of debt from the previous administrative body, which ceased operations after the outbreak of war in 
1914, the newly formed body depending wholly on local resources for finance presented a credit balance for 
the year’s operations after donating the whole of the gate receipts from the premiership final game between 
Paddington and Newtown to the ‘Australia Day Fund’ and catering for 780 public schoolboy players and 200 
Roman Catholic schoolboys, the winners of each competition receiving medals. 
 
In a sense 1915 may be termed as the darkest and brightest year in the history of the game in Sydney.” 
 
In an interesting turn of events, Jim Phelan, successfully moved a motion suspending senior football in Sydney 
but carrying on with school and junior football.  This was subsequently rescinded at a specially convened 
meeting of the league.  The main factor in bringing about the change was that the Rugby League was 
continuing, though in a modified form. The Sydney Rugby Union competition was suspended although some 
clubs played unofficial matches once a fortnight. 
 
If anything, the war bought our game alive in England.  An exhibition game was played in London on October 
28th, at the Queen’s Club Ground, West Kensington.  Teams representing the Third Australian Division and the 
Combined Training Groups met before an attendance of 3,000 which was won by the Third Division 6.16 to 
4.12 amid a high pitch of enthusiasm.  Sydney field umpire, George Barry officiated in the game.  He had gone 
to England to join the Royal Flying Corps at his own expense after being denied admittance to the Aviation 
School in Australia.  George is in both images below. 

 

 

       Aust Training Units Team      Third Aust Divisional Team 

 
In 1917 the League decided to conduct a senior premiership competition but the handsome Norwood Club 
shield (the premiership trophy – which still hangs in the league office) was not to be competed for. 
Paddington, Sydney, Balmain, East Sydney and Newtown were reported to have affiliated after speculation 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Australian_Training_Units_Team.jpg
http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Third_Australian_Divisional_Team.jpg
http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Australian_Training_Units_Team.jpg�
http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Third_Australian_Divisional_Team.jpg�
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that the competition may not have gone ahead.  The South Sydney club could only field a junior side in a 
competition which comprised teams representing Redfern, Western Suburbs, South Sydney, Tempe and 
Double Bay. 
 
The Prime Minister of the day, Billy Hughes believed he needed to placate the wowsers in society who had 
already succeeded in reducing hotel hours in NSW.  During the 1917 federal election campaign, he announced 
that, because of the war, his government would introduce controls on sport. 
 
His restrictions weighed heavily on horse racing and boxing with more general powers to be used if required.  
These restrictions remained in force until the end of the war although there were no moves against the 1918 
football season. 
 
Recruitment campaigns were held at sporting events but attracted little attention. In the end audiences at 
sporting events became very antagonistic towards recruiters and at some events would ‘count out’ the 
speakers’. The various sporting bodies tried valiantly to prove their loyalty by publicising the numbers of men 
to enlist from their ranks. 

 
Although there were many more some Sydney players were listed as being 
killed at the war by 1918: 
 
Horace Blackburn, Bill Earles, J. O’Gorman, Oliver Henderson, Tom D 
McKay, W H Mackay, Laud Provan, Len G Smith, J Solomon, J. Price, Reg 
Scanes, Ernest Young and George Young (Newtown) Bertie Robinson, Bert 
Watts, Frank Hickey, Alan Jackson and W.A. Bottomley (Paddington), 
Arthur Steptoe and the Ericsons (Central Western), Alan  

             Commonwealth War Graves Lakeman (Sydney), Ralph Robertson (Nth Shore).  
                at Villers Bretonneaux 
 
 
Following the war Sydney football, like many other sports, was in a fragile state and it took many years for the 
game to overcome the loss of players and return to some reasonable shape.  It did and in the early 1920s for 
example, NSW defeated the VFL on two occasions in interstate contests. 
 

Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1914 SS SYD PAD CW NEW NS ES 
1915 PAD NEW CW SYD SS ES  
1916 PAD BAL NEW SYD ES SS  
1917 PAD ES NEW BAL SYD   
1918 ES NEW PAD SYD SS   

 
Legend: SS = South Sydney, Syd = Sydney, Pad = Paddington, CW = Central West, New = Newtown, 
NS = North Shore, ES = East Sydney, Bal = Balmain 
 
Images courtesy of the Australian War Memorial. 
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North Shore Licensed Club 
The North Shore Football Club obtained a liquor licence from the court on 13 August 
1973.  The club was opened on 18 December, just in time for Christmas. 
 
The whole exercise though, had been a long and costly journey with a number of the 
club’s officials putting their hand in their pockets to make it all happen.  Former club 
president, Jim Tuton, wrote in April of 1973 that,  “the licensed club project has proved 
to be a long and drawn out affair and in this vital time needs the maximum of support.” 
 
The entire saga took 20 months and a great deal of time, effort, commitment and 
money.  The club were not granted a licence in the conventional manner.  Polonia-

Northside Soccer Club had licensed premises at 92 Arthur Street North Sydney and went broke. In those days, 
Polonia was a soccer club which participated in the NSW State League. 
 
It was also alleged that what we could term as ‘shady characters’ funded some innocent and somewhat 
gullible sporting clubs in NSW in order for them to get a license but their involvement didn’t end there.   
 
Somehow these people organised a major share in their involvement written into the agreement with the club 
and when the license was eventually granted, moved in to conduct the affairs of the business.  The particular 
club and the people who had the members, received next to nothing from the enterprise while those who 
funded the project cleaned up, mainly from the proceeds of poker machines which then were very loosely 
policed and not taxed.  There was a fair chance that such a club was Polonia-Northside. 
 
Those running North Shore at the time got to hear of the plight of the soccer club (the licensed club was a 
complete separate entity from their onfield ‘kicking’ club) and made inquiries about a takeover. 
 
The matter ended up in the Equity Court where Mr Justice Street gave final and absolute approval for the 
North Shore organisers’ scheme to ‘reconstruct a club which was in liquidation.’ 
 
It was through the foresight and effort of people like Fred Mackay, Bill Bairstow, Phillip Loiterton and Jim 
Tuton who spearheaded the operation which was not only supported by members of the North Shore Club but 
also members of other Australian football clubs in Sydney. 
 
The whole project would not have been possible without the wonderful financial support of the Western 
Suburbs Australian Football Club Ltd and the personal support of the president of the NSW Football League, 
Bill Hart and his board. 
 
Also the executive of the Australian National Football Council were very empathetic in their stand. 
The North Shore (licensed) club obtained a loan from the Australian Football Council through the NSW Football 
League for $10,000 which mortgaged their offices at 64 Regent Street, Chippendale as guarantee.  This was 
further guaranteed by the Western Suburbs Club. 
 
The club in North Sydney functioned for about six years or so but eventually failed.  There were a number of 
reasons put forward for this, none the less was the need for more professional administration. 
Another was the location, right opposite the Warringah Expressway.  The club needed to capitalise on the 
lunchtime crowd in North Sydney because weekends, for the most part, were dead.  The area had had no 
residential housing and had changed to that of a commercial hub. 
 
The other club which gained their license in the same year as North Shore was the Riverina Australian Football 
Club at Wagga.  It too has had its ups and downs but now appears to have stabilised. 

 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/north-shore-licensed-club
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East Sydney FC v Melbourne FC – 1881 
The scene was all set.  The venue was the SCG.  The weather was good for early 
July with rugby union matches relegated to the outside venues on Moore Park. 
 
The East Sydney Club was looking forward to the game for a number of weeks.  
Melbourne made the trip to Sydney just after an NSW interstate game in Victoria, 
so interest was high. 
 

The Melbourne contingent were collected from their point of entry into Sydney and taken to Aaron’s Exchange 
Hotel in Gresham Street. They were said “to be a gentlemanly lot of fellows, and are, as might naturally be 
expected, enthusiastic in support of the Victorian game”   The article went on to say ” … East Sydney will 
muster a better team than the one which represented at Melbourne and the game is likely to be an exciting 
one.” 
 
The East Sydney side was selected from George Bowen, Billy Butler, Brown, Brascher, Bockwell, Braddon, 
Connor, Charlie Clay, Charles, Due, Foster, Horson, Jackson, Kellett, Martin, Nash, Arthur Phillips, Randall, 
Ramsay, Stanmore, Smith Suttor, John Teece, Turner, Watson, H Walker, Frank Weiss and Arthur Young. 
Play was due to commence at 2.45pm sharp but because a number of the East Sydney team could not get 
there in time it was delayed for fifteen minutes.  In fact some local players failed to put in an appearance and 
their places were taken by members of the Sydney club who, luckily enough, brought their togs with them. 
 
It should be noted here that in the times of this game Australians worked a six day week and getting off in time 
to make a 3:00pm match would not have been easy.  Many games in that era commenced well after the 
advertised starting time because of that very reason. 
 
A small but handy crowd of 2500 had assembled to watch and each paid the princely sum of 1/- (one shilling -  
10c) to enter. 
 
Tom Nash was selected as Easts captain.  The Demons were led by S C Lamrock. 
 
Easts were no match for Melbourne.  Their play was slow and unorganised and by half time the writing was 
well and truly on the wall.  Although the match was a spirited encounter East Sydney were very lucky not to 
have lost by a greater margin.  Melbourne won 2.22 to 1 behind but this game was played in 1881 and 
although behinds were noted they were not counted in the score. 
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First Game on The SCG 
The first game of football to be played on the SCG was a game of Australian football (then called Victorian 
football) between the newly formed, Sydney and East Sydney clubs. 
 
The match took place on Saturday 18 June 1881 after a game the previous week between the same clubs 
(there were only two at that stage in Sydney) had to be shifted to the adjacent Moore Park after torrential rain 
made the SCG pitch unplayable.  This match incidentally, was the first official game of Australian football 
between two metropolitan clubs in Sydney. 
 
The use of the SCG, then called the Association Cricket Ground, was made easier with the appointment of the 
oval’s leading trustee, Phillip Sheridan as the NSW Football Association’s (NSW Football League) president. 
 
Prior to this, football games, in particular, rugby (union), were banned from being played on the ground 
because of the perceived damage football could have on the surface.  Of course, in 1881, there was no 
drainage and maintenance of the ground would have been very primitive when compared to today’s 
standards. 
 
Below is a image of the Sydney team taken at the SCG in front of the old members’ stand in 1881.  Note their 
caps.  This is the older photograph the Society has in its collection. 
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New South Wales v Queensland – 1934 
In the 1930s, the NSW Football League enjoyed a very harmonious relationship with 
Queensland with regards to interstate football.  In a number of seasons, they would 
play two games 0n their tour of Queensland (in Brisbane), normally one on Saturday 
and the other on the following Monday, which inevitably was a public holiday. 
 
Then later in the season Queensland would travel to Sydney to play a return match.  This 
procedure alternated for a number of years and is one reason why NSW has played more 
interstate games against Queensland than any other opposition. 
 

Such was the case in 1934 when the country was deep in the Depression when times were very hard and many 
were out of work. 
 
The previous year NSW had hosted an All-States Carnival at the Sydney Cricket Ground and with such a big 
event, it appeared that the NSW players could have been given their jumpers after the series to keep.  It is 
worthy to note though, this was a very uncommon practice in those days. 
 
We say this because the following year, both in their trip to Queensland and in the return Sydney match, the 
NSW team wore what appears to be a tri-coloured jumper in the design of the Eastern Suburbs Club 1951-99.  
While similar, Easts of that period turned out in a different strip altogether so it is unlikely that the state team 
wore ‘loan’ jumpers. 
 
So the mystery as to how and why NSW played in such a vastly different jumper from normal is probably lost in 
time.  One reason, and in fact if they were without representative jumpers, could be the significant loss of 
£117.12.7 ($235.27) recorded on the league’s previous year activities.  Given the depression, this was quite a 
substantial amount of money, particularly in a six team competition.   
 
This loss could have prompted the league to purchase any type of jumpers for 
their representative team just to get through the season.  Come 1935, the State 
team were back in the familiar sky blue and black. 
 
It can now be seen that the situation was further exacerbated when the league 
declared a further loss of £54 ($108) for the 1934 season and more particularly, 
for this exercise, a deficit of £70 ($140) on the tri-series against Queensland. 
 
Debt in sport was not uncommon.  Runner-up, Newtown incurred a debt of £25 
($50) for 1934, the Sydney club £30 however St George declared a profit of £6 
($12) and the premiers, South Sydney, £20 ($40). 
 
Both North Shore and Eastern Suburbs clubs complained that players had failed 
to meet their financial obligations to their clubs – what changes? 
 
It was customary then for the visiting team to receive a 50% share of the gate which was some type of 
compensation for travel and expenses but never covered the entire amount.  It is very interesting to note that 
in those depression years, players also received a share of the gate, certainly from the two Queensland 
matches most probably as an incentive to travel.  After all, in this particular series, the players left Sydney by 
train on Thursday 31 May and returned on 5 June, a week away from home, and work.  You have to ask, how 
did they get this time off?  Did they have to take holidays or was it that some were out of work?  
 
From the first announcement of the NSW team two weeks prior, eight had withdrawn for one reason or 
another.  This resulted in twenty players and one manager in the contingent in the days when teams were 
comprised of eighteen on the field with one reserve – no interchange then. 
 
None of the financial details of the games are available, unless in a Queensland AFL Annual Report of the year   

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/nsw-v-qld-1934


Time On 2014  23 

 
Game 1 – 2 June 1934 – Perry Park, Brisbane 

TEAM Qtr Time Half Time Three Qtr Time Fulltime 
NSW    14.14 (98) 
Queensland    13.15 (93) 
NSW Goals: L Wilkie 3, R Garvin 3, R Ferguson 3, H Buttsworth 2, 
J. Stiff 2, Crane, W Colquhoun 1 ea. 
NSW Best: J A Curtis, L Wilkie, J Stiff, H Radford, J Peterson 
  
Game 2 – 4 June 1934 – Perry Park, Brisbane 

TEAM Qtr Time Half Time Three Qtr Time Fulltime 
Queensland    11.16 (82) 
NSW    13.15 (93) 
NSW Goals: L Wilkie 4, J Stiff 3, R Ferguson R Aitken, H Buttsworth, F Dixon, N Blacklock 1 ea. 
NSW Best: Stiff, Wilkie, Wilkinson, Curtis, Garvin, Blacklock & Ferguson 
  
Game 3 – 18 August – Sydney Cricket Ground 

TEAM Qtr Time Half Time Three Qtr Time Fulltime 
NSW 4.4 8.6 12.10 17.14 (116) 
Queensland 1.4 7.7 9.8 12.10 (82) 
NSW Goals  J Stiff 6, S. Powditch 3, H Starr 3, F Walsh 2, C Guyer 2, E Blacklock 1 
NSW Best: J Stiff, H Radford, J Peterson, W McKoy, F Smith. 
 
 
 

  
 

 



Time On 2014  24 

Newtown FC v North Ballarat FC 1968 
 
In March 1968 there was a pre-season game played in Sydney between the now very successful North Ballarat 
Football Club which competes in the state-wide, VFL, and the Sydney premiers, Newtown.  The photo shows 
North Ballarat pictured before the game at Erskineville Oval. 
 

 
 
All proceeds from the match and entertainment, which included a Highland Band at half time, went to the 
Royal South Sydney Hospital.  Besides the two football clubs, the day was also promoted by the Randwick-
Botany Harriers Athletic Club. 
 
North Ballarat, formed in 1882, was a strong side which spawned many champions over the years, including 
the prolific goal kicker, Tony Lockett – as well as his father, Howard, a veteran of 500 senior games who was 
also known as ‘Plugger’. 
 
Originally scheduled for the Sydney Cricket Ground, the game was relocated to Erskineville Oval after SCG 
officials would not release the ground for the March 10 game.  And in any case, the expected crowd was 
considered to be far under that to cover expenses after the Ballarat press first suggested the attendance might 
top 15,000. 
 
The party of forty Roosters players and their fans travelled to Sydney by coach.  The players were 
accommodated in the Olympic Hotel, Moore Park Road, Paddington while the supporters were quartered in 
the Sir John Young Hotel, corner of Liverpool and George Streets, Sydney.  They were lavishly entertained 
firstly by an official reception at the Sydney Town Hall and later a harbour cruise together with official dinners 
and bar-b-ques. 
 
An added attraction to the game, was the inclusion of Hawthorn captain, Graham “Mort” Arthur, in the 
Newtown team wearing jumper number 21 – just for the day.  A series of athletic events were held before and 
at half time of the match.  Olympians, including long distance runner, Ron Clarke and sprinter, Bobby Lay, the 
Australian 100 yard champion, were amongst those who participated. 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/newtown-football-club-in-1968
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Newtown had won the premiership the previous year under the guidance of former VFL and Tasmanian 
footballer, Gordon Bowman who was still in charge in 1968.  North Ballarat, on the other hand, had failed to 
make the four in the Ballarat Football League in 1967 but this was soon redressed. 
 
The game was played in relatively hot weather which taxed the Victorian players and at the same time had a 
severe effect on the Newtown side who had only just started training a few weeks before.  North though, had 
undertaken one of the most strenuous early training schedules seen in Ballarat. 
 
They ran out victors in a close and ‘firey clash’ 12.8 (80) to 9.14 (68).  The crowd attendance was not as high as 
expected, however there was so much enthusiasm, a return match was promised for the following year.  The 
game was a forerunner to success for the Roosters who finished runner-up in their competition in 1968 to 
Maryborough.  Newtown also had a great year and took out their second successive premiership. 
 
A big thanks to Digger Roberts, the North Ballarat FC Historian for supplying information for this article. 
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Footy at Manly Goes Back a Long Way 
Manly Warringah were promoted to the Sydney competition’s highest league in recent 
years. In doing so, they have made a very impressive debut at this level, winning 
premierships in 2013-14. 

The club was formed as Warringah, and entered the senior competition in Sydney in 1971 
in the inaugural Sydney 2nd Division Competition.  

However, as long ago as 1911, a match was played at Manly to promote the game in that region. 

A few years earlier an application had been made for the inclusion of a team from Manly in the competition 
but was refused.  The reason given that their submission was made too late for them to be included.  A strange 
reason for those days when officials were falling over themselves to spread the game.  It was later suggested 
that priests in training from the St Patrick's Seminary, Manly were behind the request. 

Manly Oval was the scene of the first contest under Australian Football at the then village on Saturday 17th 
June 1911, when Newtown and Sydney, the two leading teams in the competition that year, played a 
premiership match in the Sir Harry Rawson Cup competition for the Norwood Shield. The teams travelled from 
the city by the 2.10 p.m. boat, the only way into the peninsula. 

The Sydney club, which played in blue and red (and were known as the Redlegs), much later became Sydney 
Naval, and continued to play in the Sydney competition until 1971. Newtown, still the most successful team in 
Sydney, played in white with a red V. They folded in 1986. 

Newtown 8.10 (58) won the game 7.12 (54). 

The game was scheduled when the fixture was drawn but in the week preceding the match supporters from 
both sides complained loudly at the location of the game. 

When the “Redlegs” embarked at Circular Quay for Manly they had not suffered defeat winning six from six. 
About 600 interested spectators viewed the match. George Petrie was the field umpire. The pace was a 
cracker from the bounce continuing at top speed throughout. The quarter time scores were: Sydney 1 goal 5 
behinds (11); Newtown, 1 goal 1 behind (7). 

After the change of ends Newtown prevailed, by scoring a neat goal. Sydney worked the ball to Newtown 
territory, and smartly snapped it through. Fast, open play was predominant, and Newtown once more moved 
ahead with a magnificent effort at goal. Newtown having slightly the better of the last 10 minutes of this term. 
half-time scores; Newtown, 5 goals 5 behinds (35): Sydney, 3 goals 7 behinds (25). 

By this time the crowd had grown to over 1,000. 

Sydney put in a well-intentioned dash immediately after the interval, and were successful, as they caused the 
two flags to appear. Another goal during the next five minutes gave Sydney the lead once more. Every moment 
was full of exciting incidents and applause greeted Dawson for cleverly putting Newtown in the lead by kicking 
a fine goal. Counter cheers were heard a few moments later, as Eastment registered a sixer for the 
competition leaders Three-quarter time score: – Sydney, 6 goals 8 behinds (44); Newtown 6 goals 5 behinds 
(41). 

Great excitement prevailed throughout the final term, as both teams battled magnificently for supremacy. 
Point for point was scored, Sydney keeping ahead until a few minutes before the final bell, when Newtown 
evened the scores, 7-10 each. 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/a-long-history-of-footy-at-manly
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Seldom has such excitement among the onlookers been witnessed at a local club match as was evinced during 
the closing minutes of this game. Sydney, with a couple of minors, gained an advantage. Then Dawson goaled 
for Newtown, and the bell rang out full-time, leaving the latter winner by four points. Final scores:- Newtown 8 
goals 10 behinds (58) ; Sydney, 7 goals 12 behinds (54). 

With the success of this match, it is hard to believe that the next match was not played in the Manly area until 
Warringah played at Weldon Oval, Curl Curl in 1971. 
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Great Football in Sydney during WWII 
 

Australian Football in Sydney during World War II was boosted by the import of many 
talented players from the VFL, SANFL, and WAFL on war service. 
 
The number of top grade players who either passed through Sydney or were posted 
here in the services was incredible. Clearances for the military or servicemen did not 
appear to apply in the days of strict rules governing the movement of players. 
 
 

With the introduction of Sunday football into Sydney in 1943 and the inclusion of so many stars from 
interstate the attendances soared.  Refer to the chart below. Australian football became a very popular sport 
in Sydney. Even the Prime Minister, John Curtin, turned up for a few games at Trumper Park in 1943.  The 
increase in crowds was put down to two reasons; firstly, the number of interstate servicemen in Sydney 
attending matches, and secondly, the talented (servicemen) players in the competition who drew more locals 
and servicemen to the games. 
 

 
 
Some of these players included Phonse Kyne, who won the Copeland Trophy twice and went on to captain 
then coach the mighty Collingwood side.  Bill Morris was another.  He won the Brownlow Medal in 1948 and 
took out Richmond’s B & F on three occasions.  Several played in VFL premiership teams after the war. 
 
The names of these players included: 
 
St George 
Phonse Kyne – Collingwood (Collingwood B & F, captain and later coach) 
Norm Campbell – Collingwood 
Adrian Dullard – Melbourne 
Len Pabst – Hawthorn 
Jim Hovey – Geelong 
 
South Sydney 
Bill Morris – Richmond (1948 Brownlow Medalist and 3 times Richmond B & F ) 
Jim Miller – Footscray 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/great-football-in-sydney-during-wwii
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Bruce Fountain – Footscray 
Don Seymour – Footscray 
Bill Wood – Footscray 
Evan Rees – Footscray 
Norm Webb – Footscray 
Max Piggott – South Melbourne 
Keith Truscott – Melbourne 
Clyde Helmer – Geelong & Melbourne (Geelong Leading Goalkicker) 
Terry Moriarty – Perth (Sandover Medalist) 
Jim Matthews – St Kilda 
Ray Garby – Carlton 
A J (Jack) Smith – Norwood captain 
 
Eastern Suburbs 
Sam Loxton – St Kilda (St Kilda Leading Goalkicker) 
Clinton Wines – Carlton 
Jim Mitchell – Melbourne 
 
Newtown 
Jack Green- Collingwood 
Alex Pender – Port Adelaide 
Jack Disher – Sturt 
 
Sydney (Naval) 
Jack Sheedy – East Fremantle (Member AFL Hall of Fame) 
Bob Neate – Hawthorn 
Bob McLean – St Kilda 
 
RAAF 
Alby Morrison – Footscray (former captain of Footscray and twice B & F winner & Footscray Hall of Fame) 
Ern Henfrey – Carlton 
Marty McDonnell – Footscray 
George Tilley – Sturt 
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Junior and Schools Football 
 
 Junior football in Sydney has always been a part of the landscape albeit not high profile. 
 
Junior club football was almost non-existent until about 1923 when the Metropolitan 
Australian National Football Association was formed.  The lowest grade was Under 16. 
 

Previous to this there was a junior league in Sydney but the age group was more for boys 18 or 19.  A Young 
Australian Association also existed for some time up to WWI, but again, the age group was not for minors. 
 
Actually, football was played quite extensively at schools during the first decade of the twentieth century in 
Sydney.  The NSW league even had a fulltime school football organiser. 
 
In 1906 a schools competition in Sydney had one A Division group comprising Petersham, Fort Street, Pyrmont, 
Waverley and Kogarah, the first two teams to give the others handicaps while 37 schools made up the 
remaining seven groups in B Division . 
 
Eight Catholic schools participated. 
 
Petersham Superior School won the final game that year against Double Bay for the schools premiership and 
again the right to travel to Melbourne in an all-expenses paid trip to play for the schools championship on the 
MCG.  Their headmaster however, Mr James Rickard waived their claim which permitted the winners of a 
match between Double Bay and Fort Street to go.  Petersham had won against the Victorian schools in 1905 & 
06. 
 
The following year the Young Australian competition reported that 29 teams participated in their competition.  
New teams include: Ryde, North Annandale, Bexley and a second St Leonards eighteen. 
 
A Grade consisted of Ryde, North Shore, Kegworth, Paddington, Kegworth B, Sydney B, St Leonards, Illawarra 
(Hustville), Drummoyne, Petersham, YMCA, Newtown, Balmain, Eastern Suburbs and Northern Suburbs. 
 
The B Grade included Newtown, Kegworth, Summer Hill, Sydney, Balmain A., Summer Hill and Bexley - all 
playing on a Friday afternoon. 
 
In 1909 the secretary of the PSAAA committee, Mr Garden suggested that rather than send a single school 
team to Melbourne each year, maybe it would be more stimulating to send a representative side. 
As a consequence a schoolboys team comprised of: W. Stafford, F. Crozier, E. Cullen-Ward, R. Smith, B. 
O’Grady, S. Russell (Fort St); A Stenhouse, L. Dunbar, J. Kelly (Petersham), Ron Swan (Ryde),  Arthur Emanuel, & 
Bede (Erskineville), J. Adams (Double Bay); Walker, John Iler, Thompson & George Thew, Gordon, (Burwood).  
Emergencies: Ernie Messenger (Double Bay), Dean (Ryde), Hadden (Hurstville) & Stan Morehouse (Erskineville) 
were chosen. 
 
They had no chance against a team representing the public schools of Victoria.  The match was played on the 
MCC Ground on 24 September, prior to the VFL final and it was a very one sided affair, the home boys winning 
by no fewer than 116 points.  The Victorian boys were heavier and bigger than the visitors.  Final scores: 
Victoria 17.14 (116) NSW 1.6 (12). 
 
In 1912, under the control of Mr G Perry of Burwood Superior School, announced he would have six teams in 
the competition. “It was,” he said “intended to reduce the age of the players in the Young Australian League to 
18 years, so that boys at school, and those who have just left school, but who are too youthful for the 
association team, may enter its ranks”. 
 
The war however changed everything with school and junior football. 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/1922-NSW-Schoolboys-Team-2.jpg�
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Eventually it was left to people like Rupert Browne, a teacher of the Gardeners Road Public School at Mascot 
(formerly of Kegworth School) who in April 1914 suggested the concept of introducing an under 16 
competition in Sydney schools. 
 
Gardeners Road school in those days was an intermediate high school or in contemporary terms a junior high 
school.  They also offered advanced education at night and by 1918 had a school population of 1800 students. 
 
PSSA or PSAAA (as it was called in those days) have nurtured many young footballers in their state teams over 
the years.  These are the best primary schoolboys who play annually in a national carnival at a venue around 
Australia. 
 
The interstate schoolboy carnivals began in 1921 after NSW separately played Victoria and Queensland in 
school football in the years immediately after WWI. 
 
The first carnival was held in Brisbane where the Victorian side went through undefeated. 
 
Initially the NSW team was drawn from schools like, Paddington, Newtown, Double Bay, Glenmore Road 
(Paddington), Kogarah, Hurstville, Coolamon, Narrandera, Newcastle and Gardeners Road. 
 
NSW won the 1923 and 1924 national PSAAA Championships.  Both years the side contained some great local 
talent.  Some of whom would go on to represent the state at a senior level and at least two, a Double Bay and 
Gardeners Road boy, played in the VFL.  One of the boys, Freddie Davies, captained Fitzroy. 
 
The photo on the left shows the NSW schoolboys team in 1925 in their visit to Brisbane.  They are wearing 
jumpers from the Gardeners Road Public School and amongst their number includes Stan Lloyd who played 
117 games with and captained St Kilda, Lionel Hastie, who played 13 games with the strong Fitzroy Club in 
1931, Stan Powditch winner of three NSW Football League’s leading goalkicking award in the 1930s and little 
Jimmy Stiff, who won the best player award in the All-States National Carnival in Sydney in 1933. 
 
By 1926 the Sydney Schools competition had split into two divisions, Northern, which included Lane Cove, 
Artarmon, Willoughby, Gordon, Chatswood, Hornsby, Lindfield, Naremburn, Crows Nest, Neutral Bay & 
Mosman schools.  The other was called Metropolitan which included: Gardiners Road, Glenmore Road, Double 
Bay, Epping, Erskineville, Newtown. 
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Sydney Rep Team Play New Zealand 
 
In 1889 the New Zealand rugby team,  then referred to as ‘The Maoris’, played a game against a Combined 
Sydney Australian football team at the Sydney Cricket Ground. 
 
The New Zealanders were returning home after an ultra-extensive 70 match tour of Britain. 
 
They landed in Melbourne where they played several clubs including St Kilda and Essendon under the 
Australian rules of football and then a quick tour of Victoria country where, in one game, they were defeated 
by the Maryborough Club 6.9 to 1.2. 

 
The team then made their way to Sydney where they played a number of rugby games against 
local sides.  Because they had experienced the Australian game a match was arranged against 
the NSW Football Association. 
 
A crowd of 3,000 turned up paying one shilling (10c) entry to the ground and, an additional 
one shilling to the stand.  Children were admitted at half price. 
 
The ‘Maoris’ were aided by the inclusion of four leading local Australian football players from 
the Waratah Club and as it turned out these were identified as the four best on the visitor’s 
team.  The inclusion of these players was necessitated, it was said, because the New Zealand 
side “were short.” 
 

The match finished in a draw: Sydney 4.10 to the Maori side’s 4.6.    
 
In June of the previous year, the visiting English rugby team were fixtured to play a game against the then VFA 
club, Fitzroy, on the Sydney Cricket Ground when the ‘Roys were in Sydney during a rep period in the VFL.  This 
game was in preparation for their tour of Victoria but the Brits. gracefully withdrew from the contest when it 
was realised that should they get a thrashing it could well affect crowds at the pending games in the southern 
colony. 
 
Both the New Zealand and English teams played Australian football on their tours in an effort to gain revenue 
from admission fees (gate money) to fund their visit.  Twenty five thousand attended the Englishmen’s game v 
Carlton, ten thousand were at their South Melbourne encounter and even five thousand turned out for a 
match against country side, Maryborough.   
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Why Didn’t Footy Kick On in Sydney? 
Why did Australian football never take on in Sydney like it did in other states? 
The explanation is long and drawn out and possibly a controversial one. 
 
The Society’s president, Ian Granland, has written a comprehensive but yet to be 
published account of Australian football in Sydney between 1877-1895. In this as 
yet unpublished work he attempts to explain why the game failed to get off the 
ground in the NSW capital. 

 
Here, he offers a frank and previously unexplored explanation.  Granland provided us with a brief but factual 
account of his theory why: “Bascially, it all started with politics,” said Granland. Here is a summary of his 
thesis: 
 
Victoria, or Port Phillip (District), as it was then known, was part of the colony of NSW up until 1851 when 
under acrimonious circumstances (as far as the NSW authorities were concerned) it was granted separation 
and autonomy by Britain as a separate colony. 
 
Those in control in Sydney were not best pleased.  Ironically though, it was they who had treated the Port 
Phillip district with disdain, but at the same time, did not want to lose the area from NSW control. 
 
So there was this underlying current of unease, particularly for example when things like custom duties were 
introduced between the two colonies and collection officials were placed at various points along the Murray 
River. 
 
There were other issues as well and these festering differences received a further shot in the arm in of all 
places on the cricket field in 1863  during an intercolonial cricket match between Victoria and New South 
Wales played on Sydney’s Domain. 
 
During the game, Victorian wicket keeper, George Marshall, removed the bails when New South Wales’ 
batsman, Jones was wandering out of his crease, reigniting a similar incident when the two colonies had met 
previously.  The Victorian umpire, Jack Smith gave Jones out but the home state umpire, Richard Driver, 
president of the NSW Cricket Association and after whom the road in front of the SCG is named, decreed he 
was not out and said he had called ‘over’ prior to Marshall’s action. 
 
As a result, Victorian captain, Tom Wills (one of those acknowledged as a founder of Australian football) led his 
protesting team from the field under police escort only to be hit in the face with a stone while his other 
players were similarly assaulted.  Marshall and fellow professional, Bill Greaves, together with umpire Smith 
would not continue with the match and left for home by steamer; this was well before the rail line was 
connected to Albury. 
 
This event created headlines in the two colonies which fuelled the situation. 
 
So in 1877 when Carlton FC visited Sydney to play the rugby club Waratah in two games, one under Victorian 
rules and the other under the rules of rugby, it gave rugby (and Victorian) opponents the stage on which 
started their century plus opposition to what would become, the Australian game. 
 
Sport was an easy target and as it turned out fitted the protagonists agenda nicely. 
 
The establishment of football in Sydney followed a more traditional line from the mother country and in the 
early 1860s they began to play rugby, not soccer. Strangely this was not the case in Victoria whose population 
exploded upon the discovery of gold in 1853.  Victoria then began to develop into a very rich colony indeed, 
leaving Sydney authorities more bitter at their territorial and population loss. 
 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/what-happened-to-football-in-sydney
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Gradually, football clubs began to pop up all over Victoria but with no central theme, most invented their own 
rules or played a general version with a local bias. 
 
At that stage Tom Wills was a rugby man through and through.  He had been educated at the Rugby School in 
England and played the game there. 
 
When he involved himself with a bunch of cronies playing ‘football’ on the 
Richmond Paddock in 1859, it was decided they should write some rules for 
their game.  He suggested the rules of rugby but the others were unfamiliar 
with the game so his suggestion was dismissed. This group of seven then wrote 
ten simple rules for their football which would go on to become the foundation 
for the Australian game of football.  This actual list of rules incidentally, still 
exist today and is housed in the MCG Museum. 
 
So there you have it.  Sydney playing under Rugby rules and Victoria under a hybrid brand which became their 
rules.  Sydney had some highly placed people endorsing and promoting rugby, Melbourne apparently did not. 
 
The political differences flowed onto the sporting field or for that matter, in anything that Sydney or NSW had 
to do with Victoria and yet, over the years, the reverse was not the same. 
 
The early loathing of the Victorian game and the venom from the architects of it, particularly in Sydney, was 
simply inconceivable and to my thinking quite childish. 
 
I can cite many occasions of pure spite against Australian football in Sydney, none worse than in May 1903 
when the VFL assisted to resurrect the game in Sydney by staging a competition match at the SCG between the 

Collingwood and Fitzroy clubs. 
 
To counter this the NSW Rugby Union (Rugby League was yet to be formed) fixtured a 
double bill.  One game, at the adjacent Sydney Sports Ground, featured the NZ All-
Blacks and another game next door at the RAS Showground.  Each had a (reduced) 
entry charge of sixpence (5 cents). 
 
Despite the charge at the SCG of one shilling (10 cents), the game attracted 20,000. 
So not only did Australian football have to battle generally to introduce the game to 
Sydney, as did the Sydney Swans fight for acceptance when they emerged in 1982. They 

had to battle with opponents of the game, many of whom saw rugby, not so much with a mortgage on football 
in NSW – because they offered no opposition to soccer when it was introduced, but as the game of preference. 
 
This attitude has gone on year after year, decade after decade, spurred on by some journalists looking for a 
cheap headline. It has permeated into following generations, many of whom really had no idea why they held 
such an aversion to Australian football, they simply followed suit. 
 
The approach led to fear of it over taking and to some extent envy at the mere mention of the game of 
Australian football. 
 
Thankfully this attitude is slowly changing so that all Australians can now enjoy the skills and wonderful 
features of our great national game. 
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Not Enough Grounds for Footy 
Enclosed grounds were a rarity in sport in Sydney early last century, particularly in 
Australian football. 
 
In 1920, the NSWAFL had use of only two such grounds: Erskineville Oval and 
Trumper Park, then called Hampden Oval. 
 
They needed three enclosed grounds for the six team competition that year.  
Initially they used Rushcutters Bay Oval as the additional ground but because this 

was one of many where a gate could not be charged, it was not satisfactory. 
 
Then in early May the league resolved to only play two games each round, therefore allotting a bye 
to two of the six teams.  In those days the league took the gate money which provided the largest 
portion of their income.  As a consequence they paid all ground rentals, the umpires and gatemen 
for this short 10 round season. 
 
For some rounds however, the league gained use of the SCG No. 2 Oval, then a small ground wedged 
on the northern side of the Sydney Cricket Ground.  On those particular Saturdays they played the 
three games on the respective weekends. 
 
These were days when matches were not played on a home and away basis.  Games were played 
where a ground, leased by the league, was available.  For example, in round 5 of 1921,  the year the 
North Shore Club returned to the competition following their WWI recess, the Paddington and 
Sydney clubs both had to catch the ferry across the harbor to play their game on North Sydney No. 
2, now called St Leonards Park.   
 
Footy in Sydney must have appeared so strange to players coming from footy states with these 
ground issues.  Sydney may have been a big city but football circumstances were very different. 
And in that year there were some unusual appointments in the umpiring ranks.   
 
The South West Districts Association (now known as the Riverina Football League), called on Sydney 
to supply umpires.  Up to four umpires were required at the abnormally high fee for the time of 
three guineas ($6.30) per man, plus expenses, which totalled at least six pounds ($12.00) for each.  
They left Sydney by train on Friday returning on the Sunday. 
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Campbelltown FC – 1979 
Below is a photograph of Campbelltown’s first grade taken in 1979 when they wore red and blue jumpers and 
were captained by Sydney AFL Hall of Famer, Ellis Noack. 
 
The club had only started three years before this image was taken and with Sydney’s, flourishing growth in the 
south-west suburbs it was only a matter of time before the game got a hold in this area through the 
Campbelltown club. 
 
In 1979 the club finished in third position after they were beaten by the St Ives in the preliminary final at 
Trumper Park, where this photo was taken. 
 
At the end of the home and away season they were in second place in the then Second Division with fourteen 
wins from seventeen games.  They were rolled in the second semi by Bankstown Sports then again by St Ives 
the following week, 16.15 (111) to 12.12 (84). 
 
Ellis played that season in company with his two sons, Geoff and Steve, who went on to play with 
Campbelltown when they participated in Sydney’s premier division.  All three are in the photograph.  Geoff 
came second in the goalkicking that year booting 48 majors while Dad, playing at full forward and at 42 years 
of age, kicked 31. 
 
The Under 20 competition that year was only comprised of four teams.  Cambelltown finished second to HMAS 
Nirimba both on 50 points but were beaten in the grand final by one goal, 4.10 (34) to 3.10 (28).  Bob 
McCartney won the league’s B & F for that grade, the Hart Medal, with 17 votes. 
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Memoirs of Umpire Chris Huon 
Chris Huon is a life member of the NSW Australian Football Umpires’ Association. 
 
He began umpiring in Sydney in 1965. Like many of his age and ilk, he started on the boundary in reserve grade 
and in the centre for the odd Under 19 game. 
 
Chris worked his way up and by 1967 was umpiring first grade. In 1968 he was consistently being appointed to 
first grade games and was considered one of the up-and-coming young men in the umpiring fraternity. 
 
Chris kept a scrap book.  Included in the book are newspaper articles, Football Records, umpiring appraisals, 
reports and other very interesting documents. 
 
Here are the Sydney umpires’ fees in 1969: 

  FIELD BOUNDARY GOAL 
1ST  $9.60 $5.25 $3.20 
RESERVE  $6.00 $3.20 $2.30 
UNDER 19  $4.25   

 
Clubs provided goal and boundary umpires for the Under 19 grade. 
Chris was treasurer of the Umpires’ Association in 1972-73. 
 
Although he was never appointed to a first grade grand final – always a bridesmaid never a bride. Huon in fact 
was a very accomplished umpire. He was selected as the central umpire in the June 1969 inter-state fixture 
between NSW and South Australia Seconds at the SCG.  Additionally, the following year he was one of only two 
umpires chosen to represent the association at a Royal Reception for the Queen and Prince Phillip held in 
Sydney.  A copy of the invitation is below. 
 

His 1970 Umpires’ 
Association 
membership form is 
also shown. 
 
On the next page is an 
inventory of payments 
Huon received in 1971; 
hand written by the 
Association treasurer.  
Most of his 
appointments that 
year were either in 
reserve grade or in 
second division.  
Towards the latter part 
of the season he was 
back on the first grade 
panel.  Note the fine 
for non-attendance at 
training. 

 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/memoirs-of-chris-huon


Time On 2014  38 

 
Chris Huon’s 1971 Umpire Payments 

 
 Also included in Huon’s treasurers is a 1972 umpire’s report by Huon on a South Sydney player for striking 
Western Suburbs player, John Caulfield.  The reported player was later a long term member of the league’s 
tribunal!  In this instance he was found guilty and received 3 weeks. 
 
Further, there is a far from complimentary 1969 report by South Sydney club official Allan Sullivan, BA JP, on a 
Club Umpire Appraisal Form in a separate match against Western Suburbs.  The form is dated 3 April, it should 
read 3 May.   Brian McMahon, the Western Suburbs official, who completed a similar form said  of Huon’s 
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effort: “A commendable performance.  Appeared to exercise good control and he was consistent.  A hard game 
to umpire but a job well done.”  Wests won the game 33.24 (222) to 2.7 (19).  We add this because Allan went 
on to become a successful secretary then president of the Western Suburbs Club. 
 
Then there is a 1971 hand written report by an umpires’ observer on Huon’s performance in a first grade 
match between Balmain and Western Suburbs at Picken Oval.  John Lanser, a former chairman of the Tribunal, 
is noted as a boundary umpire in the game. 
 
A report from a 1969 pre-season game between Balmain and South Sydney where Huon was complimented 
for his effort in a report that said: 
 

A first class effort was turned in by Chris Huon.  He is superbly fit and was 
able to give decisive decisions.  It should be a great battle to see who makes 
the first grade panel for the opening fixtures – NSWAFL Football Record 6 April 1969 

  
The image below is the 1969 first grade grand final umpires who are: back row, l-r: Leo McDonald, Stephen 
Sewell, front row: Graham Whykes (trainer), Ken Potts (boundary), Chris Huon (emergency umpire), Brian 
O’Donohue (central umpire), Dave Cullen (boundary), Bob Tait (trainer).  The photo was taken at Trumper Park 
prior to the commencement of the game. 
 

 
 
These are in the days of one field umpire.  Both Whykes and Tait were field and boundary umpires and as 
members of the association, volunteered to be the umpires’ trainers for the day. 
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Sydney All-Stars - 1978 
 
In 1978, current renowned online football columnist with Footystats, Kevin Taylor 
(pictured), was the anchor in Sydney’s channel 7 VFL match of the day.  He had several 
well-known Sydney local football identities on his half time, Football World panel, 
including John Armstrong and Reg Myers. 
 
At the end of the season they selected a Sydney All-Star Team, or putting it simply, a 
team of the year.  Click green image to view. 
 
The Phelan Medal Votes of those selected received that year: 
 

NAME CLUB VOTES 
Bob Bell St George 5 
Steve Bird St George 2 
Jim Bourke Western Suburbs 11 
Kent Coburn Newtown 9 
Keith DeLooze Pennant Hills 3 
Graeme Foster East Sydney 5 
Brett Francis St George 24 
Ian Geddes East Sydney 8 
Wayne Goss East Sydney 20 
Barry Greaves Western Suburbs 10 
Ian Harry Western Suburbs 5 
Lindsay Hetherington Western Suburbs 6 
Bob Hill St George 5 
Jack McCormack Southern Districts *26 
Richard Morgan North Shore 6 
Kevin O’Halloran Newtown 14 
John Pitura North Shore 12 
Wes Preston Western Suburbs 2 
Graham Shiel Western Suburbs Nil 
Alan Woodhams North Shore 6 
PHIL HAYES UMPIRE  

*Won the Phelan Medal 
 
CLUB REPRESENTATION IN THE TEAM 

East Sydney 3 
Pennant Hills 1 
Newtown 2 
North Shore 3 
Southern Districts 1 
St George 4 
Western Suburbs 6 
TOTAL:  20 

  
1978 FINAL LADDER 
 

TEAM PLAYED WON LOST DRAWN FOR AGAINST % PTS 
North Shore 21 19 2 - 2622 1953 134.2 76 
Western Subs 21 15 6 - 2363 1755 134.6 60 
St George 21 13 7 1 2210 1995 110.8 54 
East Sydney 21 11 10 - 2233 2132 104.7 44 
Newtown 21 9 11 1 2017 1933 104.3 38 
Pennant Hills 21 8 13 - 2013 2080 96.8 32 
Southern Dists 21 7 12 2 1795 2033 88.3 32 
Balmain  21 - 21 - 1462 2734 53.5 - 
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North Shore won the grand final: 17-17 (119) to Western Suburbs 13-12 (90). 
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Junior Football in Sydney 
Junior football has been played in Sydney for well over 100 years but not in the form it is 
now. 
 
In the late 1880s there were half a dozen or so junior clubs playing in the Under 18 age 
group. Then in the first decade of the twentieth century junior football was conducted in 
schools only. What is revealing is the number of schools and where they were located. 
 
As a random sample, here are the schools that participated in weekly competitions 
throughout Sydney in 1906: 

 
A Division: 
Petersham, Pyrmont, Mosman, Fort Street, Waverley and Kogarah 
 
B Division: 
No. 1 District – William Street (East Sydney), St Leonards (2), Blackfriars. 
No. 2 District – Double Bay, Paddington, Bondi, Coogee. 
No. 3 District – Botany, Bourke Street, Newtown North, Waterloo, Erskineville, Alexandria. 
No. 4 District – Dulwich Hill, St Peters, Camdenville, Canterbury, Marrickville West, Enmore. 
No. 5 District – Bexley, Hurstville West, Mortdale, Hurstville, Peakhurst. 
No. 6 District – Summer Hill, Homebush, Ashfield, Kegworth, Croydon, Croydon Park. 
No. 7 District – Smith Street, Gladesville, Balmain, Drummoyne, Ryde, Petersham B 
 
The grounds used included Moore Park, Waverley Oval, Alexandria Park, England’s Paddock, Smidmore’s 
Paddock, Penshust Cricket Ground, Ashfield Reserve, Drummoyne Park, Birchgrove Oval and St Luke’s Park. 
 
By 1914, thirty-five public schools in Sydney were participating in weekly competitions. 
After World War I junior football became club based was organised by separate associations. 
 
In the early 1920s a new association was formed to govern junior football in Sydney known as the 
Metropolitan Australian National Football Association.  This catered for open age, under 18, and down to 
Under 14 football. 
 
A magnificent trophy (pictured at top) was donated for competition in the A Grade 
(open age). 
 
The number of clubs and teams varied over the years but continued during WWII 
under the stewardship of Stan Stubley from Maroubra, pictured at right. 
 
In 1947 the following teams comprised the respective competitions: 
 

In 1950, following a lead from Victoria, the NSW 
Football Union was formed to control junior and schools 
football.   
 
The MANFA was affiliated to the Union and in that year 
comprised five open age, four under 18 teams and eight 
under 15 sides. 
 
The following year five teams made up the A grade, two 
under 18 teams, four under 16 and ten under 14 teams. 
 

Over the next year or so the MANFA folded under a reorganisation programme and the running of junior 
competitions was taken up in the respective clubs areas, i.e. St George, South Sydney and a Central Division. 

FP B = Police Boys 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/junior-football-in-sydney
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Competitions have come and gone in various parts of Sydney over the years; it all depends on the commitment 
and tenacity of people who take on administrative positions to make it all happen. 
 
The players are there, it just depends on who is prepared to organise them.   
 
Below is the only representative team of the MANFA that played Newcastle as curtain raiser to a state game. 
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Some NSW Players in AFL Grand Finals 
 
As it did when Sydney Swans won in 2012, this year the AFL Grand Final will feature New South Welshmen.  
But the question is, how many? Answer at foot of this piece by Miles Wilks on the best performances by 
players from NSW in VFL/AFL grand finals. 
 
1. Lenny Hayes (Pennant Hills) – St Kilda v Collingwood, 2010 (drawn grand final) 
Lenny Hayes produced the greatest grand final performance from a New South Wales player when he starred 
in the 2010 drawn grand final. 
 
In the process, Hayes received the honour of being the first player from NSW to win the Norm Smith Medal – a 
clear winner by six votes over the next best player. 
 
The statistics confirm Hayes’ dominance in this match, as he was the leading possession winner on the ground 
with 32, as well as racking up a game-high 12 tackles. 
 
2. Tom Hawkins (Finley) – Geelong v Collingwood, 2011 
The high rating for Tom Hawkins is due to his momentum stealing second half in the 2011 decider. 
 
Every time Collingwood gained the momentum in the third quarter of this grand final, Hawkins kicked a goal to 
keep his Geelong team in the contest. The match see-sawed as a contest until Hawkins’ third goal in the 
quarter put the Cats up by eight points, and from that point onwards Geelong seized control of the match. 
 
The marks that Hawkins took in the last quarter had the commentators in raptures. “He’s playing out of his 
skin, Tom Hawkins,” said commentator Anthony Hudson after Hawkins took a strong contested mark in the 
last quarter. 
 
Just a few minutes later, Hawkins took a one-handed mark while fending off his opponent with his other hand. 
“Hawkins again, oh this is amazing, who is this man?” Hudson said. 
 
3. Chris Laird (Paddington) – South Melbourne v Collingwood, 1918 
Chris Laird has generally been overlooked as a great grand final player due to the passing of time since the 
1918 grand final, yet he kicked one of the most important goals in grand final history. 
 
If the VFL had awarded a best on ground medal back in the 1918 grand final then the Sydney recruit would 
have been in line to take that award. 
 
He kicked the winning goal for the red and whites against Collingwood with just 30 seconds remaining in the 
match, and was also the equal top goal scorer in the match with three goals to his name. 
 

Without Laird’s final goal, Collingwood would have most likely won this match, so 
Laird’s influence could not have been more pronounced. 
 
4. Gordon Strang (East Albury) – Richmond v Carlton, 1932 
The Sporting Globe‘s W.S. “Jumbo” Sharland listed Gordon Strang as Richmond’s 
best player in the grand final of 1932 as a result of his dominance in marking 
contests. 
 
This high rating was also backed up by the report in The Age, which wrote “One of 
the most outstanding was G. Strang, who was unbeatable in the aerial duels, and 
who pulled down sixteen marks.” 
To put this feat in perspective, no one player since the 1990 grand final has taken 
this many marks in a grand final. For his aerial dominance alone, Strang deserves his 
spot as one of New South Wales’s best grand final performers. 

5. Jarrad McVeigh (Killarney Vale) – Sydney v Hawthorn, 2012 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/some-nsw-players-in-grand-finals
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The 2012 AFL grand final is the high point in Australian football history for New South Wales. 
For starters, it legitimised the 2005 grand final victory as being more than just a flash in the pan moment. The 
players recruited from Sydney football clubs such as Kieren Jack and Lewis Roberts-Thomson also had a 
significant role in the match. 
 
Furthermore, important history was created when Craig Bird became the first player to achieve premiership 
success after being recruited directly from a mid-northern NSW club (Nelson Bay). 
 
Yet there was one New South Welshmen who, more than any other, led the way in the 2012 grand final – 
Jarrad McVeigh. 
 
McVeigh accrued 21 disposals, laid nine tackles and, most importantly, kicked two goals. One of those goals 
was scored while he was matched up against Cyril Rioli and the other, when Hawthorn’s Sam Mitchell gave 
away a 50-metre penalty during the third quarter, became the turning point in the match. 
 
The ultimate team player, McVeigh had as many as 36 pressure acts against the opposition as well. The 
football purists say one-percenters, pressure acts, tackles and smothers win you football matches. 
 
McVeigh’s performance in the 2012 grand final was one for the football purist. 
 
The other players considered were Brett Kirk (for his role in the 2005 grand final for Sydney), Bert Clay 
(pictured – the 1944 ruckman for Fitzroy), Lewis Roberts-Thomson (the 2005 and 2012 premiership player 
from the North Shore), Frank Gumbleton (for his role in the 1975 grand final for North Melbourne) and Leo 
Barry (2005 premiership defender for Sydney from Deniliquin). 
 
In this case, they fell just outside the top five. 
 
And the number of players from NSW that featured in the 2014 AFL Grand Final? 
10 – Will Langford (East Sydney), Isaac Smith (Cootamundra), Luke Breust (Temora), Matt Suckling (East 
Wagga), Jarrad McVeigh (Killarney Vale), Kieran Jack (Pennant Hills), Craig Bird (Nelson Bay), Harry Cunnigham 
(Turvey Park), Ben McGlynn (Wentworth) and Dane Rampe (UNSW-Eastern Suburbs) 
 
Article, courtesy of Miles Wilks 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Time On 2014  46 

But for the Military…. 
Early in the twentieth century football was different in Sydney. 
By different we mean ‘isolated’.  There were a number of locals playing but 
many came from interstate and this position was reasonably consistent right up 
until about the mid-seventies where interstaters on many occasions out-
numbered local players.  That is not to say that local juniors didn’t fill the ranks 
of most senior clubs, but for the most part, it was the imports, a lot of whom 
were in the military, who played senior football. 
 

We have the research capacity to go back a long way and even in 1912, the North Shore club was unable to 
field a team in the first semi-final because a number of its players went to Tasmania.  The following year, 
however, their captain Ralph Robertson, president Albert Kitt and others officials like Arthur Beedon and Harry 
Lowe got the side together. 
 
The introduction of the ‘District’ scheme though had a big impact on the North Shore club. 
 
The ‘District’ scheme adopted in Sydney was based on that used in Adelaide.  The metropolitan area was 
divided based on electoral boundaries which they were then named after.  This provided for ten clubs, 
although in 1913 there was only seven: Paddington, Sydney, South Sydney, Newtown, East Sydney, Balmain 
and North Shore.  Players who resided in a particular district had to play for that district club although there 
were some dispensations. 
 
Because North Shore was not a recognized electoral district, the club had to change their name to North 
Sydney.  The only concession was that the northern part of Sydney was not divided and the North Sydney club 
had claim to all players who resided in that area, not that there were many in those days. 
 
The YMCA club which only a few years before had won the premiership, were out.  Also not admitted was the 
Railway club.  YMCA were offered a spot in reserve grade but declined. 
 
Balmain struggled throughout the season finishing second last.  They were one of two clubs without a reserve 
grade.  The next year Balmain combined with Northern Districts, the reserve grade premiers, to form a club 
called Central Western.  Northern Districts were a team based in the Ryde area. 
 
World War 1 created havoc with all sport throughout the country, particularly Australian football in Sydney.  
With the departure of thousands of young men the ranks of football teams were depleted so much so that that 
the North Sydney Club had to retire from the competition. 
 
Then it was the military that saved football.  Many of these were based at and around Victoria Barracks so the 
near clubs, like Paddington and Sydney in particular benefited from their presence. 
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1963 
All seasons in Sydney football are different but 50 years ago, 1963, just appeared to be that little bit different 
again. 
 

A year after 2UW broadcast the VFL Grand Final in Sydney in what can only be 
described as a very unique media event, the league started 1963 £500 ($1,000) in the 
red.  Prior to this the league finished 1962 with a deficit of £543 ($1086.00), £401 
($802.00) in 1961 and £375 ($750.00) in 1960. This may not sound like much money 
today but back then, they were almost insurmountable figures for a struggling code. 
 

Former Western Suburbs and Bankstown player, Rhys Giddey had been appointed the league’s secretary 
working out of a small building at Trumper Park.  He went on to assume a fulltime appointment in the position. 
 
1963 followed at least one season of administrative turmoil and because the previous (honorary) secretary 
had been summarily dismissed in mid-January then officials failed to get hold of any of the financial records 
until nearly three months in, so a set of unaudited accounts were presented to members at the AGM. 
 
The league certainly had their problems. 
 
On the club scene, calls for a two division system were ignored.  The Liverpool and Bankstown clubs 
amalgamated which reduced the competition to eleven clubs.  This necessitated a bye and there were 
suggestions that two other unnamed clubs should also amalgamate. It didn’t happen. 
 
However the league engineered the draw so that the top teams from 1962 played 
each other twice as did the lower five clubs.  Top and bottom sides then only had to 
meet on one occasion.  This ensured the presentation of the game at a generally 
higher standard overall with the lower clubs “meeting under more equitable 
conditions.” 
 
Western Suburbs were hailed as the glamor club upon the construction of the only 
Sydney licensed premises backing onto Picken Oval. 
 
The club signed a former VFA player, ruckman Neil Wright as their coach on a four 
figure fee, something unheard of in Sydney football.  This was when St George paid 
their ex-VFL coach £250 ($500) and South Sydney paid £100 ($200).  Wests also openly 
announced that it would pay both their first AND reserve grade players.  Another exceptional occurrence in 
the league and made it difficult for other clubs. 
 
In total, the Magpies had fifteen new players from interstate and country areas in 1963.  They also afforded 
the top dressing of their Picken Oval ground in preparation for the season. 
 
Then on the eve of the finals Wests were hit with a savage blow when coach Wright was admitted to Prince 
Henry Hospital with hepatitis.  His place was taken by former club captain, Peter Kuschert. 
 
Meanwhile, Hurstville Council decided to call for tenders for a large scale development of Olds Park and the St 
George Club submitted a proposal for a 21 year lease for the site which was successful. 
 
Rain forced the postponement of all round 4 matches in late April. 
 
The Parramatta club got themselves into strife in a match against St George in early May when they played 16 
unregistered players.  These were all former players of the Liverpool club which had since amalgamated with 
Bankstown and the players’ registration was locked in with the last placed, Liverpool/Bankstown Club.  
Parramatta were fined a hefty £50 ($100). 
 
In May, St George took the opportunity to travel to Newcastle on their bye weekend where they defeated the 
Hamilton Club 8.15 (63) to 6.11 (47).  A week later they scored an impressive 15.15 (105) to 0.2 (2) win over 
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Eastern Suburbs at Trumper Park, however in mid-June they too had a shock when a last minute goal by 
Sydney University’s John Weissel gave the Students a rare win over the Saints. 
 
East’s loss was their greatest in the club’s history and many attributed the atrocious weather conditions as one 
of the reasons for their poor performance.  It was a poor season for Easts, finishing second last. 
 
Most fans chuckled quietly in round six when Parramatta included an untried 199.5cm American, Harvey 
Haddock in their side to meet Eastern Suburbs.  Hadock was a sailor on the USS aircraft carrier, Coral Sea 
which was visiting Sydney.  Easts won 17.7 (109) to 13.14 (92).  Hadcock battled to get a kick. 
 
NSW played three interstate games that year and lost the lot.  There was a two goal loss to Queensland in 
Brisbane, an eleven point defeat by the ACT in Canberra and an eight goal loss to Combined Universities on the 
June long weekend at Trumper Park. 
 
Burly Newtown captain-coach, Ellis Noack won the league’s goalkicking with 55 majors while versatile, 
Western Suburbs fullback, Ray Sharrock, who played most of the season in a back brace, won the Phelan 
Medal. 
 
Sharrock was instrumental in his club’s grand final victory over Newtown before a record crowd at Trumper 
Park.  League secretary, Rhys Giddey gave the attendance as 11,337 but admitted years later that he may well 
have over liberally over-estimated the figure. 
 
As in many of Sydney’s grand finals, the 1963 version was no exception.  It opened sensationally with an all-in 
brawl after an incident in the ruck snowballed and players from all parts of the field rushed to join in the 
melee. 
 
Players from both sides stood trading punches until central umpire Mal Lee together with goal and boundary 
umpires separated them. 
 
Newtown’s Gordon Hancock, in later years a leading figure in the Bankstown Sports club, was reported for 
striking and Wests John Griffiths was charged with kicking.  Wests won 14.14 (98) to Newtown’s 12.16 
(88) after the Magpies were down by nine points at the final change. 
 
The league cancelled the proposed 15 September £ 250 ($500), Premiers v The Rest game and replaced it with 
a final of the post season knock-out competition between St George and South Sydney. 
 
Not to spoil their poor record, the league again finished the 1963 season again in the red.  This time though it 
was a much more manageable figure of £ 37 ($74.00) 
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Football in WWI 
In undertaking a massive amount of research for our ANZAC project, we have come across an article, or a 
report, from the NSW Football League’s 1915 annual report, and a latter piece written in 1939 by Jim Phelan: 
 
Enlistments 
“Through want of proper organisation on the part of some of the clubs and recognition of the duty owed the 
League in this important matter, your committee regret that no complete list of players at the front, or in 
preparatory training camps has up to the present been prepared.  Even with the incomplete figures to hand it 
is safe to assert that 50 per cent of players of 1914 have responded to the call.   From lists to hand and other 
sources, it is known that the Southern portion of the State has contributed a large quota of players. 
 
When country and metropolitan returns are finalised it is estimated that over 1500 players have gone to take 
part in the greatest game the world has yet witnessed.” 
 
Newtown Club’s Honor List: J Ashton, W H Bolan, F G Barnett, H Brooks, M Caffyn, A A Ellis, A Eason, J Furlong, 
C Holliday, H P Horton, H Jarman, N Jeffries, F. Meadows, H Miller, J H Munro, J McTaggart, C Pearson, A D S 
Provan, V Provan, K Probert, N Squires, F C Squires MM, G H Sanders, R Sharp, B Swindell, J Walker, R Weiss, F 
Whidden. 
 
Killed: H Blackburn, W Earle, J Gorman, O B Henderson, T D McKay, W H MacKay, L Provan, L G Smith, W H 
Solomon, R C Scanes, E Young, G Young. 
 
In that fateful year, 1915, the spirit which gave birth to the word ANZAC was evidenced by the few enthusiastic 
followers of the game in Sydney who faced with untold difficulties, unknown to the majority of present day 
followers of the game, kept the six-starred flag of Australian Football flying. 
 
With a heritage a heritage of debt from the previous administrative body, which ceased operations after the 
outbreak of war in 1914, the newly formed body depending wholly on local resources for finance presented a 
credit balance for the year’s operations after donating the whole of the gate receipts from the premiership 
final game between Paddington and Newtown to the ‘Australia Day Fund’ and catering for 780  public 
schoolboys, the winners of each competition receiving medals. 
 
In a sense 1915 may be termed as the darkest and brightest year in the history of the game in Sydney [this 
latter section was written in 1939]. 
 
The addendum to the Annual Report of the League on March, 27, 1916, by the then president, the late E W 
Butler, was one of the most cherished possessions of the veteran J E Phelan, then the Hon. Secretary. 
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Looking Back at the Future 
 
Here is another article featuring Jim Phelan.  He was regarded as the father of football 
in Sydney.  This is not our description of him because none of today’s people had the 
privilege of knowing him but was a quote often appearing in various publications 
before his death in 1939. 
 
He came to Sydney in about 1886 from Bendigo via Ballarat and Melbourne and 
subsequently played with Waratah and the East Sydney clubs.  From our research Jim 
was not an outstanding player but he was an outstanding administrator and they are 
the ones who make a success or failure of an organisation. 
 

He was founding treasurer of the Newtown club and later their secretary.  When the game almost fell 
over after the start of WWI he took on the position of Secretary of the NSW Football League.  This was a 
position he held for ten consecutive years and during his tenure saw the game return to its status as a 
recognized and strong sport in Sydney. 
 
Besides a life member of the Newtown club, he was elected life member of the NSW Football League and the 
Australian National Fooball Council, of which he was this state’s delegate for a number of years. 
 
During his time with football, Jim wrote on the game for a number of 
Sydney newspapers, including The Sydney Morning Herald.  He had a 
deft hand with the pen and it is with this in mind that we reprint a little 
known article written by him and published in a Sydney Football 
Record in 1939, only months before his passing.  The main subject was 
Erskineville Oval and its re-construction at its present location pictured 
on the right.  Jim penned several like articles during the 1930s almost 
all of which referred to Sydney’s football past and, as he says in this 
article, if there was anyone who knew about the game then, it was 
him: 
 
As the new oval progresses towards completion, numberless questions have been asked as to its future 
tenancy.  To one and all my answer has been that such is in the lap of the Gods.   
The present day anxiety being evinced has been displaced the one time aversion and antipathy to Erskineville 
Oval.  One sees many changes in the relatively short space of 40 years.  Evolution is all around us working 
perhaps slowly, but nevertheless surely.  Such can be said of the game itself.  
 
The 20 aside game of my day, and the concomitant little marks have improved, others in the mind of 
enthusiastic old timers, have declined and the day is not far distant when a halt will surely be called to the 
alternation of rules of the game.  So much, by the way.  
 
By reason of the many changes in the administrative personnel of the NSW League since its inception in 1903, 
and the fact that early books and records are not in possession of present officials, a complete history of the 
league operations is well nigh impossible.  However, as one (and the only one) who can lay claim to have been 
present at every annual meeting of the League since its inception, I am confident that memory will serve me 
right in this effort to set forth details in connection with playing grounds and Erskineville Oval in particular.  
 
Following the great success of the Fitzroy-Collingwood initial match on the Sydney Cricket Ground in 1903 the 
following clubs were formed:- Sydney, Paddington, East Sydney, Balmain, North Shore, West Sydney, Redfern, 
Newtown,  Ashfield, Y.M.C.A. and Alexandria.  As Rugby League was then non-existent the securing of playing 
grounds was simply a question of ability to pay for the use of them.  
The formation of eleven clubs following the Fitzroy-Collingwood game is indicative of the enthusiasm aroused 
at the time.  The wisdom of accepting such a number of clubs was questioned at the time by some of the then 
League members.  Within a short space of time Ashfield and Alexandria clubs dropped out.  The remaining 
clubs, however, continued to exist for some years.  
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Since the inception of the League, premiership final games have been played on the following grounds:- 1903, 
1904, 1908 and 1909, Sydney Cricket Ground No. 1; 1905 and 1915 Sydney Cricket Ground No. 2; 1906, 1916, 
1917 and 1918 Agricultural Showground (now Fox Studios); 1907 Kensington Racecourse (now the site of  the 
University of NSW), 1911, 1912 and 1913, Australian Football Ground, Alexandria; 1910, 1914, 1919 and from 
thence on, (the old) Erskineville Oval – pictured left. 

 
The foregoing supplies a most effective answer to those who continually 
assail me for my advocacy of Erskineville Oval, with the one plea “that 
the game generally, and the finals in particular should be played on a 
central ground, to wit the Sydney Cricket Ground, or the Agricultural 
Showground”.  In their ignorance, or antipathy to Erskineville Oval, they 
did not know, or if knowing would not admit the fact that central 
grounds had been tried and financial results were overwhelmingly in 
favour of Erskineville Oval.  

 
While I have always thought, and expressed myself as occasion arose, that false modesty is as bad an attribute 
as overweening vanity, I feel that it would not be desirable to set forth in this short article the various episodes 
that arose in connection with the retention of Erskineville Oval as the home ground for the game in Sydney.  
 
The concern that was almost wholly mine, during the past 21 years is now being shared by others as the time 
approaches when “farewell” must be said to the ground that has served the League for a generation, and 
whose atmosphere is, on the whole, more congenial in a football sense than that of any other playing ground 
controlled by the League.  
 
“Gone from the old home, gentlemen, moved up into the new,” will, I trust, be the greeting to patrons of the 
game in 1940.” 
 
Jim Phelan was a great man for football and to have the league’s best and fairest medal named after him is a 
fitting reward for his work and commitment to the game. 
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B & F During WWII 
 

In 1943 a slightly built, sandy headed young man signed up for the army in Melbourne in 
February.  He was Bob Neate and one of many to join the forces which would take most 
overseas during the conflict. 
 
At the time Bob was a footballer with a suburban side, not particularly talented, but a real 
goer on the wing.  He weighed in just over 10 stone (70kg) and following enlistment, was 
sent to Sydney for training.  Most infantry training in those days was undertaken at 
Ingleburn. 
 

Being a footy fanatic he went to his first game in Sydney at Trumper Park and asked for a game.  He signed 
with the Sydney Club, which later changed its name to Sydney Naval.  Fortunately for Bob he was posted closer 
to the city to undertake a course and was housed under the grandstand at Randwick Racecourse for a month 
or two.  This gave him easy access to the Paddington ground for training and playing. 
 
Later however Neate was tansferred to a camp about 7km outside Bathurst which curtailed his sporting 
activities.  He began to play inter unit football but yearned to get back to Sydney to play for Sydney Naval. 
 
He spoke to some club officials who said they would pay his return train fare of 19/11 (nineteen shillings and 
eleven pence – $2) if he could travel down from Bathurst to play. 
 
Bob had to clear it with his commanding officer who said he would have to finish his duties on Friday 
afternoon and be back in camp by 8:00am on the Sunday following Saturday games and 8:00am on Mondays if 
the team played on Sundays.  If however, if he was was rostered for guard duty, he would have to remain in 
camp. 
 
The soldiers’ accommodation at the Bathurst camp is described here: 
 

The original barracks were made from galvanised iron and had no 
insulation. On sunny days they were extremely hot inside but freezing cold at 
night . The troops slept on palliasses which are hessian bags stuffed with 
fresh straw. During the cold winter months, the soldiers were issued with 
four grey blankets and slept in ‘long johns’ under their    pyjamas along with 
any other clothing that did not restrict their breathing. However the army 
was not always so tough on its men – during the    winter months they were 
allowed to sleep in till 6.30am instead of 6.00am! 

    
So in the freezing cold Bob hitched a ride in an army truck from the camp to the railway station where he 
caught the 11:00pm train for Sydney arriving at 6:00am.  When the games were over Bob was straight down to 
Central where he caught the last mail train back to Bathurst arriving in the worst of the weather.  Fortunately 
there was always an army truck at the station which gave him a lift back to his unit, in the rear of the 
uncovered vehicle. 
 
He had an aunt and uncle in North Sydney so would catch a further train over the bridge and have breakfast 
with them then find his way to one of the grounds, which in 
those days mainly consisted of Erskineville Oval and Trumper 
Park with the latter again used of a Sunday where games 
attracted huge crowds. 
 
He played in the club’s historic 1944 Grand Final win at 
Erskineville Oval when the team came from fourth place to steal 
the flag.  They won the first semi by a point over St George then 
in the preliminary it was a 17 year old naval rating, Jack Sheedy, 
who was the hero in the mud when he marked a greasy ball on 
the forward flank in the dying minutes of the game.  No-one 
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gave him any chance but the very talented Western Australian who in 2001 was inducted into the AFL’s Hall of 
Fame, booted a goal with metres to clear to give his side a three point win and straight into the grand final. 
 
Neate eventually did serve overseas but not before he won Sydney Naval’s 1944 Best & Fairest.  We have 
attached a copy from the Sydney Football Record of 23 September 1944 where it shows Neate’s achievement. 
 
A 1.5 hour oral interview conducted with Bob in 2005 about his time in Sydney is available at the State Library 
of NSW.  It is now digitised and available to the public. 
 
Upon his return to civilian life, Bob was recruited to Hawthorn where he played one game for Hawthorn in 
1946. 
 
The attached photo shows the Sydney Naval side of 1945 taken at Trumper Park with Bob Neate second from 
the left in the front row. 
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