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FROM FANTASY TO FAIRY TALE - CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

PENNANT HILLS’ RISE TO FIRST GRADE 

Today, we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Senior Club’s elevation to first grade in 1977, at the Club’s traditional 

Back to the Ern and Past Players Day, Round 13, on Saturday, 15 July 2017. 

Football Dreaming 

Founded in 1971, the Pennant Hills Australian Football Club, the Senior Club, was at the 

time the fulfilment of the ambitions of a number of locals who dreamed large with a 

vision that would transform the football landscape of north-west Sydney. These locals 

were men of great passion, energy and commitment and their names are now legend 

within the annals of the Pennant Hills Australian football community … Ern Holmes, Ken 

Telfer, Bill Carey and Kerry James. Whilst the Club is now in the hands of the latest crop 

of men and women committed to community football in Pennant Hills and there has 

been a succession of others who have devoted themselves to the ideal, there is little 

doubt that the Club’s traditions and culture, indeed its very existence, owe much to the 

visionaries who were there at the start and sacrificed much in pursuit of a sporting vision 

which had the interests and wellbeing of boys and young men at its heart.  

The first football stirrings in this part of Sydney, however, had been felt 5 years before the Senior Club had formed 

and 1966 was a landmark year for the development of Australian Rules football in Sydney with the birth of a new 

junior footy club, the Pennant Hills Junior Australian Football Club. 

Twenty five year old Bill Carey, a senior player with the Balmain Club at that time, together with locals Ernie Holmes, 

Ken Telfer, and George Brack, were the committee that went about establishing the Junior Club and its first team in 

1966. Ernie was the first President and Bill was Secretary-Treasurer and also the 

Club’s first coach.  

At the inaugural meeting of the new Club, held in the living room of Bill Carey’s 

mother’s house at North Turramurra, President Ern Holmes said of the Club’s 

vision: 

‘With the right coaching we believe we can develop the young lads 
into a team which in the years to come could form the nucleus of a 
senior first grade side.’ 

 

1971 was a breakthrough year for Pennant Hills, with two significant events 

marking the Club’s coming of age. Although it had taken six seasons, the Junior 

Club won its first premierships, in the Under 11s and 13s, respectively. 

 

Ernie Holmes 

 

Bill Carey 
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The second significant event was the formation of a senior team. Kerry James, who had joined Pennant Hills Juniors 

in 1970 as coach of the Under 17 team, was the driving force in the formation of the Pennant Hills Senior Club. In 

order to give the graduating junior players somewhere to play footy in 1971, Pennant Hills entered a single team in 

Division 3 of the Sydney Districts Association.  Kerry was also the Club’s first Captain-Coach.  

 

1971 – 76 The Early Years 

By all measures, the first season for Pennant Hills Seniors was an unqualified success with the team making the finals. 

From The Advocate of the day: 

“Officials of Pennant Hills Australian Rules Club say the meteoric rise of their 3rd 
division team only formed this year, could be attributed to James, the captain-coach. 
With skill and personality, he built up a good combination, which is now heading for 
the 2nd division in 1972.” 

 

With the right leadership and smart recruitment, the fledgling senior club 

continued to go from strength to strength. In the four years, 1973 – 76, the 

Firsts were runners-up in consecutive Grand Finals in Second Division in 1973 

and 1974, before breaking through for the Senior Club’s first premiership in 

1975 and then following up in 1976 with back-to-back Flags. Remarkably, the 

Reserve grade side also won its first premiership in 1975, making it a double 

break-through for the Senior Club that year. 

The recruitment of fresh player talent from year to year, although a constant 

challenge, was critical to the Club’s development and eventual elevation to 

First Division in 1977. The Club shrewdly recruited a series of ex-first grade 

footballers to coach and captain the Club. These included Rod Ward (1972, 

from North Melbourne), Graeme Eime (1973, from Port Adelaide, SANFL), Eric 

Joiner (1974/75, from Western Suburbs), Wes Smith (1976/77, from Hawthorn) and Maurie Gale (1978, from 

Carlton U19s & Coburg, VFA). Kerry James, himself, was a product of a very strong football tradition having played in 

the Footscray and Essendon District Leagues, before moving to Sydney. 

By this, the Club was endowed from the outset with a series of leaders with a proven track record of success in the 

rough and tumble, sometimes brutal, arena of senior football, gained through the 1960s & ‘70s in the time before 

three central umpires and TV replays … these men were “tough” and they played an uncompromising brand of 

football.  

Six years after its formation, the Senior Club had made a meteoric rise to the First Division. In an article in The 

Australian newspaper in May 1977, the beginnings of the Pennant Hills Senior Club were described thus: 

 
“The story of Pennant Hills is a classic case of the mouse that roared. Melbourne 
football buff Kerry James settled in the district, on the north-western outskirts of 
Sydney, in 1970, and rounded up sufficient young players to form an under-17 
team.” To form the senior side the following year, players “... had to be pilfered from 
Rugby League and Rugby Union and literally dragged into the new code.” 

 

However, making it to First Division was anything but smooth sailing. After the back-to back flags in consecutive 

years in Second Division, Pennant Hills seemed assured of getting approval to play First Division in 1977:  

 

Kerry James 1973 
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“Australian Rules circles are generally agreed they have a strong chance of being 
accepted into first division ranks. Their superiority in the second division is clear from 
their big competition points lead of 12 points over their nearest rivals, their victims of 
Saturday, University of NSW. The first grade side has lost only three matches in 
almost two seasons.” 

 

To top things off, an emphatic 95 point win over Warringah in the 1976 Grand Final would seem to have assured 

promotion; the score 26.16.172 to 11.11.77.  

In April 1976 the Club wrote to the League with a proposal to be advanced from second division to first division of 

the NSW Australian Football League at the commencement on 1977. 

1977 Promotion  

A comprehensive proposal was contained in “Submission by Pennant Hills Australian Football Club for Admission to 

First Division N.S.W. Australian Football League Season 1977.” Proponents from the Club were Ken MacRae, Bill 

Miles, Bob Dwyer and Reg Myers. 

As a bit of history, as far back as 1973, the N.S.W. Australian Football 

League had invited the Pennant Hills Football Club to consider playing in 

First Division at the commencement of the 1974 season. Penno’s 

Committee at that time decided, “after much consideration, that 

Pennant Hills Football Club should wait a further two years in order to be 

fully prepared to take such major action.” 

Since that time the Club had had excellent success in the Second 

Division culminating in winning both premierships in A and B grades of 

that Division in 1975 and the A grade flag again in 1976. 

“Our Committee now believes we are ready to enter the First Division  

competition at the commencement of the 1977 season.” 

 

The objectives of the proposal were: 

1. The need to give improved competition facilities to players in the Hills area. The number of players now 

competing in Australian Rules competition has increased from 70 players in 1968 to 600 players in 1976. It is 

forecast that by 1983 1000 players will be participating in Australian Rules competition in the Hills area; 

 

2. The need for continuing development of the increasing interest by the public in the Australian Rules Code in 

the Hills area. This area is experiencing large population growth and attracts many inter-state Australian 

Rules supporters; and 

 

3. The sound record of achievement by the Pennant Hills Club backed by strong management and excellent 

financial record will add to the strengthening of the Australian Rules Code in New South Wales. 

Given the record of on-field success, elevation to the First Division seemed warranted and, for the people at Pennant 

Hills, it would be critical to the continued advancement and development of the Code in the Hills area. 

However, what seemed obvious to many, was not a fait accompli as far as the New South Wales National Football 

League was concerned. It is not clear why the League was reluctant to approve the promotion. Perhaps there was 
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not an obvious contender for relegation from First Division or maybe, they simply did not think Pennant Hills, the 

new kids on the block, had done enough to prove their readiness for Big Time footy. Lady Luck, however, eventually 

smiled on Pennant Hills and, with only a matter of weeks before the start of the 1977 season, the Club won 

promotion to the First Division. The last minute decision was brought about by the demise of the South Sydney club 

which was forced to amalgamate with Newtown. 

This gave the Club scant time to get ready for the Big League and required that they build a 

Third Grade side (Under 19s) from scratch. According to Club founder, Kerry James, if we 

“didn’t field a 3rd grade side, the League would take the points off Penno.  Not only were 

we told we had to field an U19 team but we had a visit from a League board member to 

talk to us and his view was they we were “just going to get killed … you wont win a game!” 

However, three teams were formed and the Club’s promotion to First Division was 

immediately vindicated with a 29 point win in round 1 against local rivals North Shore. At 

one point during the first half of the season, Pennant Hills were on top of the competition 

ladder. However, injuries and inexperience were to take their toll and the Pennant Hills First Grade finished a 

creditable 5th after the home and away rounds: 

“For the Demons, making the semi-finals is a remarkable achievement. This year is 
the club’s very first season in senior Sydney Rules. Even if the Demons first grade side 
get no further in the competition, their achievement so far gives them a lot to crow 
about. 

 
Only six months ago they could hardly rake together matching socks. And later in the 
season they were so badly hit with injuries that they were left with only half their 
original side fit to take the field. This period saw a slump into a string of defeats after 
the side had, at the beginning of the season, led the competition after five rounds. 
But with the return of injured players recently, Hills have come back to the winning 
ranks. A timely recovery has left them with a two-point edge on the competition 
ladder over sixth-placed Easts, and the right to contest in the finals.” 

   

Season 1977 – A Roller Coaster Ride 

Mighty Minnows 

In the first Football Record for season 1977, the League was conciliatory in its welcome to first division for Pennant 

Hills: 

“The amalgamation of the Newtown and South Sydney Clubs left a vacancy in First  

Division. This has been filled by the Pennant Hills Club, and we congratulate  

them on their achievement, and look forward to seeing them acquit themselves favourably this year.” 

  

In a piece from Inside Football, Lionel Beale noted that “Pennant Hills club president Ken MacRae was most 

optimistic that his club will acquit themselves well this season and two men in Sydney today wearing big smiles are 

Ern Holmes and Kerry James. Without Ern and Kerry the road to First Grade would have been longer and harder.” 

In Round 1, Penno was drawn to play North Shore in the first contest in what is now more than 40 years of north-of- 

the-harbour rivalry in senior grade football. Ironically, the first ever game played by Pennant Hills in 1971 was 

against a North Shore side. And, in round one of the 1977 season Pennant Hills met North Shore at North Sydney 

Oval on April 3. “History once again turns full circle.” The result in 1971 was a 70 point win to Penno. Could anyone 

have predicted that Penno would win the 1977 re-match? 
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North Shore had been runners up to East Sydney in the 1976 Grand Final and were “off to a morale boosting start … 

with their win in the Wills Pre-season Competition.” For the Bear’s establishment “1977 promises to be our year.” It’s 

easy to imagine that the Bears would have anticipated an easy victory over the new club to the competition. 

In a closely fought match, Penno came home with a wet sail in the final quarter kicking six goals, 11 behinds to 

North’s 1 behind. Immediately following this result, any suggestion that Penno would be the ‘easy beats’ of the 

competition was quashed by this emphatic and decisive 29 point victory.  

Pennant Hills   4.1 9.13 12.14 18.25-133 

defeated 

North Shore  3.8 8.10 15.13 15.14-104  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The League was then rather more enthused by the new debutantes: 

“The decision of your League to elevate Pennant Hills into First Division this  

Season was soundly vindicated by the magnificent victory that that club  

had over last Season’s Runners Up, North Shore last weekend. This win must   

surely have the crowds flocking to Sunday’s match between Pennant Hills  

and Western Suburbs at Pennant Hills Oval, as they are both on the  

winners list. Wests … will be pulling out all stops to try and prove that  

Pennant Hill’s win was only a flash in the pan. I think Pennant Hills will have other ideas.” 

 

From Pennant Hills Club Notes: 

“What a magnificent debut into 1st Division. A strong and convincing win against the favourites at North Sydney. The 

team never conceded or considered defeat and went away all over the Bears in the Final Quarter when [poor] goal 

 
Original First Grade Team Lists - Rd 1 
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kicking probably saved North Shore from complete humiliation. The best were all over the field but Rod Miles, Brian 

Siletto, David Ratten and big Danny were outstanding. Congratulations Wes Smith on a true Captain’s game.” 

Penno’s Reserve Grade and Under 19 teams did not fare so well and “were found out by only having 3 weeks 

preparation in 1st Division”.  The teams lost by 129 points and 198 points, respectively, with the Under 19s conceding 

more than 200 points and failing to kick a major.  

And the response from North Shore in its Club Notes: 

“Congratulations, Under 19s and Reserves for convincing wins over Pennant Hills but our “big guns” didn’t fire and a 

very busy, very determined team of “new boys” lowered our colours in 1st grade.” 

Reality Bites 

In Round 2 versus Western Suburbs, Penno suffered its first setback, losing narrowly by 3 goals, after leading for 

most of the game. Of course the question then became … “was that first win of the season, in Round 1, against North 

Shore, a “oncer” for Pennant Hills? Or were they complacent?” 

League observers noted that “having seen the game, the feeling was that Pennant Hills SHOULD win more games 

than they lose this season.” As things turned out, from 22 matches, Pennant Hills won 10, lost 11 and had a draw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Round 5 Pennant Hills on Top 
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One of the awards on offer in the 1977 season was the Player of the Week  Award sponsored by Courage Breweries. 

Pennant Hills’ Rod Miles was the Round 1 winner “… for his outstanding performance at Centre Half Back against 

North Shore last Sunday. His display of overhead marking and kicking had to be seen to be believed, especially as he 

usually plays at Centre Half Forward.” And the prize was a “carton of Will Players No. 6 cigarettes, a carton of 

Courage Tubes, a long play record from Hammard Records and a voucher from Amoco for $10 worth of petrol.” 

Outstanding! Rod was one of only two Penno players to win this weekly award in 1977. Wes Smith, the team’s 

captain-coach, also won it in the Round 14 match against Newtown. 

Between Rounds 3 and 6, Penno won three consecutive matches, including a 44 point victory over 1976 Premiers, 

East Sydney, at Trumper Park. After beating Balmain by 53 points at home in Round 5, Pennant Hills were sitting at 

the top of the First Division competition table; 4 wins and 1 loss, ahead of Wests by percentage. Although the team 

was only able to ‘command the heights’ for a single week, for a new club to the competition, this was a remarkable 

achievement. 

The club’s on-field efforts were already generating outrageous speculation … “It seems that already bets are being 

placed that this year’s Grand Final will be played between Western Suburbs and Pennant Hills”, placed first and 

second on the ladder after Round 4. 

Then in the preview to Round 6 the Demons were being described as “giant killers’, however, as fickle as the Footy 

Gods can be, Penno could only manage a draw against Southern Districts ... 

“Pennant Hills have had it all. Winning last season’s Second Division A Grade Premiership, being elevated to First 

Division this year, having defeated last year’s First Division Premiers, and Runners Up, being first on the Premiership 

Ladder, dropping down to second placing on the Ladder, after being held to a draw, the first of the Season, by last 

year’s Wooden Spooners. If their players and officials aren’t all seasoned veterans by now, they never will be.” 

Struggle & Strife 

Then some signs of cracks began to appear. Three losses on the trot between Rounds 7 and 9 saw the Demons slip 

back to 4th spot on the ladder. North Shore got their revenge for their Round 1 humiliation and Wests dished out a 

massive drubbing.  

“Western Suburbs after their 152 point victory over Pennant Hills has firmly emerged as the favourites for the 1977 

Pennant.“ From West’s Club Notes … “What a reversal, one week we get the staggers, the next play brilliant football 

for 4 quarters and destroyed Pennant Hills with combined teamwork and constructive handball.” 

And, across at East Sydney, former South Australian footballer, Peter Physick was marching on his merry way to 

become the season’s leading goal-kicker, ending up with 63 majors at season’s end, in spite of his team’s failure to 

make the finals the year after being Premiers. Pennant Hills’ Wes Smith, was equal second highest goal-kicker with 

55 goals to his credit. 

Sadly, in the Round 8 Reserve Grade match against North Shore, Club Founder and the Club’s first Captain-Coach, 

Kerry James, suffered a career-ending knee dislocation and never played again ... “I finished up in hospital and that 

was the end of me.” Kerry played 112 games for the Club and reportedly kicked 287 goals during his time at Penno. 

Once he got back on his feet, Kerry continued on as the Reserve Grade coach for the remainder of the season. 

Fickle Fortunes 

Penno returned to the winner’s circle in Round 10, a good effort considering the belting they’d received from the 

Magpies the previous week. They beat St George and East Sydney, each for the second time that season, before 



8 
 

inexplicably going down to cellar-dwellers Balmain. In Round 12, all other results “… took second place last weekend 

to Balmain’s first win of the season over new side Pennant Hills.” 

For the Tiger fans, “First Grade showed something like the form we know they are capable of and consequently 

Pennant Hills had no answer to it.” And, at Pennant Hills “the Demons disappointed their large band of supporters 

last week, turning in a dismal performance against a Balmain team which was allowed to dictate its own terms.” 

There was respite in Round 13, when Penno outplayed Southern Districts at Rosedale Oval, winning by a healthy 47 

points and rising to 3rd place on the competition ladder. A finals berth had become a realistic expectation. However, 

injuries and the grind of a long season for which there had been inadequate preparation, began to take their toll and 

Round 14 saw the start of a long slide backwards, with the first grade side suffering a five match losing streak . 

During this time they lost to each of the five other clubs vying for spots in the finals and by Round 18 had slumped to 

7th place and the prospect of playing finals, in the club’s first season of first grade footy, seemed to have vanished 

before their eyes. 

For Lionel Beale … “Pennant Hills are sliding down the ladder and will be very fortunate to hold on to a final five spot.” 

Somewhat ironically, during this dire period, Pennant Hills announced a new sponsor … “The fledging senior club 

Pennant Hills this week announced that they had gained a sponsor. NEV HAM FORD of Pennant Hills will sponsor the 

Demons to the tune of $12,000 over the next couple of years. 
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In Round 15, their third clash with North Shore, “the Demons proved no match for the Bears last week, suffering 

defeats in all grades. Injuries have certainly taken their toll recently and the Club’s depth of reserves is being 

stretched to the limit.” Accordingly to the Bears “North Shore Volvo raced away from Pennant Hills Ford last week”; a 

nod to each club’s car dealership sponsors. 

In Round 17, faced with a resurgent St George outfit, the “Saints were far too good for our depleted teams and were 

able to defeat our first grade for the first time (by 85 pts). Over recent weeks injuries have cut a swathe through the 

Demons playing strength and perhaps the Club’s lack of time to prepare for entry into First Division is finally 

beginning to take effect. However the first grade are still in the race for a finals berth and coach Wes Smith has his 

goal firmly implanted in the players’ minds.” 

In Round 18, “Western Suburbs by their 23 point victory over North Shore became favourites for this season’s 

Pennant … while Pennant Hills continued their losing streak against ’76 premiers East Sydney (by 60 pts).” 

Recovery & Reward 

In the preview to the Round 19 matches, with only 3 rounds of the home and away to play … 

“The battle for the all important 5th spot on the Sydney Competition ladder 

 will be somewhat clarified after the Pennant Hills and Southern Districts game 

 at Trumper Oval. These 2 teams plus St George are tied in 5th place on the  

competition ladder after last weekend’s games. Pennant Hills with a 5 game  

losing slump behind them must win to stay within contention for the  

Finals. St George have the easiest game of the three having to play the bottom 

 side (Balmain) at Olds Park.” 

 

Inspired by the prospect of playing finals, plus the return of players from injury, Pennant Hills was able to crank up 

the pressure over the final 3 rounds of the home and away season, beating Southern Districts (by 11 pts), Balmain 

(by 47 pts) and, in the last round 21, smashed Newtown by 82 points to snatch fifth place and a meeting with St 

George in the elimination final. 

In cruel twist for East Sydney, the “Saints knocked over the 1976 premiers East Sydney to gain a Final Five spot. This 

was the first time since 1970 that East Sydney had failed to make the finals. Newtown on the other hand, safe in third 

spot, may be sorry that they took Pennant Hills so cheaply. Pennant Hills grasped their last opportunity and defeated 

Newtown by 15 goals.” For East Sydney, this combination of results meant they dropped from 4th place to 6th and 

missed out playing finals. Penno snuck up behind them and grabbed the last spot, its Round 6 draw with Southern 

Districts providing the 2 point advantage over East Sydney in the final standings of the First Division competition 

ladder. 

According to Lionel Beale … “A jubilant Pennant Hills, who have had a fairy tale season in Sydney first grade football, 

will play St George in the sudden-death semi-final at Picken Oval on Saturday. Former Hawthorn player Wes Smith, 

the Hills’ captain-coach, led the onslaught [against Newtown] with a magnificent seven goals and his has been a 

happy year taking the Demons into the finals series.” 

So Western Suburbs finished up minor premiers three games clear of North Shore in second place. Wests were also 

Club Champions.  

Undoubtedly, Pennant Hills put most of its energy and resources into its fledgling first grade side and the season for 

Reserves and the Under 19s was not as successful. They finished 7th and 6th with 6 and 5 wins, respectively. 
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Nonetheless, Kerry James, coach of Reserve Grade, was “particularly pleased with the team’s overall performance 

during the season, having defeated three of the teams to make the 1977 finals series.” The Under 19s “rounded off a 

satisfactory first season with a convincing win. With many of their number available again next year and an expected 

influx of players from our junior ranks, season 1978 should see this side winning more games than they lose.” Going 

forward, there is little doubt that both these teams would be better for the experience of the 1977 season.  

 

Final Frustration 

On Saturday 4 September 1977, at Picken Oval, the Dragons and the Demons clashed in the First Elimination Semi 

Final. “Pennant Hills has had a fairy tale first year in First Division – winning their first competition game to start on 

the right foot and making the Final series. St George overcame a mid-season slump due to massive injury problems to 

fight back in the last round of the home and away games.” 

Coming off the back of a resounding victory over third placed Newtown, the people at Pennant Hills could be 

forgiven for a certain elevated optimism for the coming final … 

“Today is a red letter day in our club’s short life, being the first occasion on  

which we take part in a finals series in First Division. Many pundits claimed  

at the start of the season that the Demons were headed for a dismal year. 

 However, the spirit within the Club has once again prevailed, so today we may 

 be singing that well know tune “When the Saints go ma ching out! Last 

 week’s display against Newtown was truly magnificent. To win by such as big 

 margin was a surprise to even our most ardent supporters.”  
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Despite the optimism, the elimination final against St George was a desperately disappointing end to Penno’s first 

season in first grade. The Dragons jumped the Demons at the start and rolled on to win big time by 70 points: 

St George  6.12 8.15 14.22 17.26-128 

Pennant Hills  0.1 4.5 5.7 8.10-58 

St George celebrated more than just their victory in the elimination final …  “What a great week for St George – A 

Phelan Medal – A Sanders Medal – The Courage Award – Under 19 Goalkicking Award, and winning the sudden-

death 1st Elimination Semi Final.”  

“The Saints had to win yet another match to stay in Finals contention as they had to win 5 out of their last 6 home 

and away games. They smartly despatched Pennant Hills by a 70 point margin. Pennant Hills who had made the Final 

5 by a super effort against Newtown the week before were not disgraced. In fact, to finish in the 5 in their first season 

was a creditable performance.” 

Writing at the start of the 1978 season, ‘Forked Tail’ at Pennant Hills had a different take on the disappointment of 

the 1977 elimination final … “For a club so used to winning pennants, last season was a bleak one for the Demons … 

All players and supporters from 1977 remember the humiliation suffered at the hands of St George in the Elimination 

Final.” 

In the other semi final, Newtown edged out North Shore by 8 points. “In the vital last quarter Newtown held their 

marks too well for the Bears and deserved to win a game that had been lost for three quarters.” 

By season’s end, Western Suburbs and North Shore competed in the 1977 Grand Final … “The two teams who 

finished clearly on top of the 1977 ladder, Western Suburbs the minor premiers and North Shore will fight out the 

Grand Final today. Both teams have given top displays during the year and while Western Suburbs have been 

Pennant favourites for some weeks the improving North Shore side will be formidable opponents.” 

As for the Grand Final … “Up to three quarter time, there was only one straight kick between the two sides. In the last 

quarter the Magpies big men began to fire and Wests kicked 8 goals against their opponent’s single goal to win by 40 

points.” 

For the people at Wests … “This had been sweet revenge for the Magpies who had been put out of the 1976 Pennant 

race in the Elimination Second Semi Final by North Shore.” 

Western Suburbs Club President, John Donovan, had this to say in the Club’s 1977 Annual Report: 

“Magnificent! If any action has ever epitomised what Western Suburbs Football Club stood for, it surely was 

highlighted on the afternoon of Sunday, 25 September 1977. Down some forty points ten minutes into the third 

quarter, our side then commenced to put together twelve month’s dedication and proceeded to demolish our 

opposition to such an extent we eventually became premiers of Sydney football by forty points.” 

“The success of our senior side was undoubtedly due to our ability to field three extremely competitive sides. Our first 

and second grade sides finished as minor premiers and our emerging force – our Under 19 side – concluded their 

most successful season for some time. The collective efforts of these three sides enabled our club to annex the 

prestigious ‘W.D. & H.O. Wills Club Championship Award.” 
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The Measure of Success 

President of Pennant Hills, Ken MacRae said of the season in the Club’s Annual Report: 

“Naturally every Pennant Hills member is mildly disappointed that the Club 

 was not more successful on the playing arena, especially after being Premiers 

 in 1976 and 1975 in the 2nd Division competition. Notwithstanding those 

 achievements, to finish fifth in our first year in the N.S.W.A.F.L. 1st Division 

 competition is a feat of which all players, Committee and supporters can be justifiably proud.” 

 

Thus ended Pennant Hills first season in the First Division competition, a season of ups and downs, highs and lows, 

but all things considered, a successful first attempt that laid the groundwork for the future successes which the Club 

has achieved over the ensuing forty years. Undoubtedly, the ambitions of the Club’s founders have been realised in 

full measure with Pennant Hills widely regarded as one of the premier football clubs in Sydney. 

 

Pennant Hills Senior Players 1977 
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PENNANT HILLS OFFICE BEARERS AND AWARD WINNERS IN 1977 

Office Bearers 

President:  Ken MacRae 

Vice-President:  Reg Myers 

Secretary:  Bob Dwyer 

Committee:  Greg Barnes, Don Cooper, Angus McKernan, Bill Miles, Warren Quintrell, J Seddon 

Club Coaches:  Wes Smith, Eric Joiner, Kerry James (Reserves), Glen Petersen (Under 19) 

Delegate from Hills &  

Districts JAFA:  Ern Holmes 

 

 

 

AWARD WINNERS 

 
Award/Trophy 
 

First Grade Reserve Grade Under 19s 

Best & Fairest 
 

Dennis Lenahan Bill Carey John Goswell 

Best & Fairest Runner 
Up 

Wes Smith Mark Clift P.D. McClay 

Most Improved 
 

Terry Ingram K Good Michael Wenzel 

Most Consistent 
 

Bill Taylor Gus McKernan  

Most Determined 
 

Dave Direen K Langton  

Coach’s Award 
 

Danny Cater R Altorjay  

Best Clubman 
 

Reg Myers   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written & compiled by John Acheson for PHAFC, 15 July 2017 


