
                                                                                            N.S.W.A.N.F.L. ADVISORY BOARD. 

  8 Arrowfield Avenue, 

  BURWOOD,  NSW 

  4th. October, 1958 

 

Mr C. B.  Andrew 

Secretary 

Australian National Football Council 

12 Collins Street, 

MELBOURNE,   VIC. 

 

Dear Bruce, 

 Enclosed please find 4 copies of the meeting of 

the above board held on 30th. Sept. last. 

 Although you had previously requested 8 copies 

I find them difficult to handle in my portable typewriter, and I 

trust you are able to manage with 4 copies without undue 

inconvenience. 

 As will be seen by the Minutes, Mr Raith was 

in attendance, and he helped very considerably in several matters 

that cropped up.  He, no doubt has already given you his impressions 

on things as they seem here. 

 Off the record, and for your personal 

information, I regret to say that I personally do not feel over 

optimistic regarding the progress of the Code here under the present 

set up, and my opinion is that something very drastic will have to be 

done to justify the Council making funds available. 

 Personally I think a complete overhaul of the 

administration is overdue, and as the potential is here, a panel of 

experts say from your end be established, to see where the trouble 

lay. 

 Here in Sydney, all work is performed on an 

honorary basis, consequently we have to rely on people with time and 

preparedness to carry out the necessary work, and as these are few 

and far between, the few are not sufficient to do the job efficiently, 

reaching a certain point and unable to continue further because of 

being unable to give the requisite amount of time. 

 The Advisory Board can only suggest to the 

Controlling Bodies and Clubs things which strike them as being 

necessary but to implement them is another matter. 

 A permanent secretary and assistant for 

instance would be a step in the right direction, but this of course 

would be a costly experiment, but if the total amount provided by the  
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Council over the years to the NSW A.N.F.L. was investigated I feel 

sure that had it been applied in the manner indicated, a far better 

result would have been achieved. 

 I do not for one moment hold the view that the 

officials elected to the League over the years have been or are 

incompetent, but rather the opposite, the weakness being due to their 

inability to give sufficient time to carry out all the duties 

association with their various offices. 

 Clubs are in a similar position, and it 

generally falls to one or two officials in each to do most of the work 

of the administration, this was my personal experience when together 

with a few others we formed and controlled the Western Suburbs some 

years ago.  It might be said however that Western Suburbs Club of the 

day is far more enterprising than most others and the result they 

have achieved has been by a majority of its position and Western 

Suburbs may have many in their Club who are able to devote a lot of 

time in the interest of the game. 

 I do not wish to convey a defeatist attitude, but 

I do feel that a change in the set up is imminent, otherwise the 

position will deteriorate. 

 I should like it to be clearly understood Bruce, 

that the foregoing is essentially my own personal observations and 

not necessarily the opinion of other members of the Board, and I 

should therefore appreciate it if you would regard the matter 

mentioned in confidence, but I felt that you would like to get an 

expression of opinion that might be of some possible help in 

diagnosing the cause of the retrogression of the game here. 

 

 

 With Kindest regards 

       Yours sincerely. 

 
  


