
NSW AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL HISTORY SOCIETY INC 

NEWTOWN REUNION  
WENT WELL 

In excess of 100 people at-
tended the Newtown Football 
Club reunion held at the Alex-
andria Hotel, Alexandria. 
 
A comprehensive booklet 
was given to the attendees 
which comprised a short 
history of the club since its 
beginnings in 1903. 
 
Many familiar faces were in 
attendance and the Society 
provided a rolling screen of 
old Newtown FC photos. 

A great day was had by all 
with four more people joining 
the Society which make our 
membership numbers quite 
healthy. 
 

Ex Newtown player 

Garry Hooker at the event 

TIME ON 
Our first effort at pro-

ducing what will be an 

annual journal, Time On, 

has proven a very popu-

lar publication. 

The fifty page booklet 

comprised of a number 

of stories that were pub-

lished on the Society’s 

website during 2012. 

All members received a 

copy and none were 

offered for sale.  One 

was lodged with the 

National Library of Aus-

tralia. 

We will be looking to 

produce volume 2 of this 

publication in 2014, so 

stay tuned.   

REP TEAM DATA 
BASE ONLINE 

After what has virtually 
been a couple of years 
tooing and frowing, our 
Rep Team Database is 
now online—that’s the 
good part. 

 

We have decided to start 
from Day 1 with repre-
sentative games that oc-
curred in 1881.  So far 
about 15 NSW and com-
bined Sydney match de-
tails have been loaded 
taking us up to about 
1890.  These are now 
accessible via the web-
site. 

 

One of the issues we 
now have is obtaining 
correct data and mainly 
this concerns the player’s 
names.  On some occa-
sions we always have a 
surname but we either 
don’t have or cannot find 
a first name.  Sometimes 
it is just an initial.  We are 
still trying. 

Time On  

a Big Hit 

BIG CHANGES AT WESTS …. 
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NEWSLETTER 

As of today we 
have 

76 
Members 

Those of you who are 
familiar with Wests 
Aussie Rules Club at 
Croydon Park will see 
some big changes in 
the club. 

Firstly, as we have 
previously reported, 
the club has been 
taken over by Canter-
bury-Hurlstone Park 
RSL and more recently 
Wests, as we knew 
them, has been wound 

up. 

Secondly, over 
$500,000 has been 
spent in refurbish-
ments to the ground 
floor of the club.  
These have taken it 
from a drab 1970s im-
age to a modern and 
sophisticated facility. 

And thirdly, the History 
Society have put their 
hands in their pocket 
and had the windows 

of their top floor room 
tinted with a special 
material which will not 
only make working 
conditions more com-
fortable but go a long 
way to ensuring the 
life of the various 
documents stored 
there. 

So good is it there that 
the Society held their 
Annual Christmas 
Party at the club. 

MORE GOES ON 

WEBSITE 

The website is the Soci-

ety’s link to the outside 

world.  It receives an 

amazing amount of hits 

per day with the only 

drawback to this popu-

larity is someone has to 

continually update it. 

Recently more club an-

nual reports were added 

and since, an additional 

number of football re-

cords have been in-

cluded. 

To give a glimpse of 

Sydney football in the 

sixties and seventies, 

some of South Sydney 

FCs club newsletters 

have also been added to 

the site. 

This means that you can 

go in and read all these 

documents in the com-

fort of your own prem-

ises. 

Officials are currently 

looking at expanding 

the web space so that 

files larger than the 

maximum 2mb limit on 

the site can be linked to 

the web pages. 

Anecdotally, Gus’ ques-

tion is proving a big hit 

with some and a number 

of regulars find some of 

the questions quite vex-

ing. 



We have previously mentioned that the Society is writing 

a book on the Impact WWI had on Australian Football in 

Sydney. 

The book’s production will be part of the ANZAC Cen-

tenary, of which you will hear a lot over the next four 

years. 

Our project is well underway and already has received 

grants towards its publication from the Australian War 

Memorial and the Royal Australian Historical Society. 

Western Australian journalist, Sean Cowan, has offered 

his services to edit the manuscript. 

It is our intention to apply for a further grant to fund the 

production costs and other associated expenses. 

Only limited copies will be published and at this stage it 

will go on sale for $25.  This is not a profit making ven-

ture but rather one which will establish a permanent re-

minder of our football past in NSW.  More particularly to 

those who served and gave their lives. 

Update on WWI Book 

Who Are These Boys? 
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Former Syd-

ney cham-

pion and East 

Sydney 

president, 

Jack Dean, a 

Sydney HOF member, is 

back in the Prince of 

Wales Hospital suffering 

from acute oedema. 

The problem of fluid 

retention has been 

plaguing Jack for some 

time. 

His friends can contact 

him at the hospital via 

his mobile phone, num-

ber 0481103307. 

We wish him well and 

hope he is soon back 

kicking goals. 

The Society will conduct another 
fund raising Bar-Que at the Bun-
nings Ashfield Store on Satur-
day, January 4. 

These bar-b-ques are big days 
and raise a lot of money for the 
Society and we are seeking 
more volunteers who are pre-
pared to put in time selling sau-
sage sandwiches. 

The day starts at 7:00am and 
finishes around 5:00pm.  You 
don’t have to be there the whole 
day but any time you can give 
will be much appreciated. 

Contact Jenny Hancock on 02-
42681945 if you can lend a 
hand.  The more the merrier—
and it’s a fun day. 

JACK DEAN UNWELL 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE ANYONE? 

Well maybe not, it was a long time 

ago.  In fact we think the photo-

graph was taken in 1954 of a Com-

bined Sydney Under 17 or 18 team 

that played against a Footscray 

team in Melbourne? The coach was 

Eastern Suburbs legend, Roy Hayes 

sitting in the centre row. The team 

contained a number of Newtown, 

Eastern Suburbs and one Balmain 

player.  We have some names but 

not all.  Inquiries are continuing on 

the identities of all these boys plus 

the official on the right and most 

particularly the year.  It is believed 

the umpire at rear is Greg Honey. If 

you recognize any, let us know. 

Certain memberships are due for renewal.  You can upgrade to member ship for life, 
starting at $250 which several have already done.  Thank you for staying with us 

CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATIONS 

The committee 
invited all mem-
bers to join in a 
Christmas Lunch-
eon at the Wests 
Club on Decem-
ber 10.  It was a 

great day with Santa Clause making 
a surprise appearance. 

Our visitors had a wonderful time 
and were very much impressed with 
the organisation of the day.  And a 
Merry Christmas to you too! 

PHOTOGRAPH REPAIRS 
The cost of repairing photo-

graphs is not cheap.  Recently 

the Society wrote a cheque for 

$1450.00 for the partial repair 

of four old Sydney football 

photographs.  Years take their 

toll on these type of items and 

if not kept under conditions of 

constant temperature, in acid 

free containers and treated 

carefully these old images 

will simply disintegrate.  We 

can learn a lot from profes-

sional archivists.   

LETTER TO THE AFL 

Recently we wrote to the AFL urging them to  con-
sider establishing an archives department.  In part 
we said  
“Archives in Australia hold much of our national 
memory and form an essential bridge between past, 
present and future.  Amongst other things, archives 
record the challenges, the aspirations and the experi-
ences of today’s generation, and of the generations 
that have preceded us. They document our successes 
and our failures. They are an asset which should be 
preserved and passed on for the use and benefit of 
our successors. As things stand Australian Football 
risks having its national significance and importance 
to so many Australians lessened because of its lack of 
commitment to the preservation of its archival re-

cord.”   We will let you the result. 


